BOE Policy Committee Agenda
Monday, April 22, 2024, 9:30 am — 11:00 am
Municipal Building, BOE Conference Room
3 Primrose St. Newtown, CT 06470

CALL TO ORDER

IN ATTENDENCE

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
APPROVE MINUTES April 8, 2024

OLD BUSINESS
Discussion and possible action:

Item

Reports

Policy 6114 — Emergencies and Disaster Preparedness
The committee will review additional questions from
the Board.

Discussion and Possible Action
S. Connell will invite M. Pompano to this
policy meeting.

Policy 6114.1 — Fire
The committee will review additional questions from
the Board.

Discussion and Possible Action
S. Connell will invite M. Pompano to this
policy meeting.

Policy 6114.7 — Safe Schools
The committee will continue considering additional
revisions to this policy.

Discussion and Possible Action
S. Connell will invite M. Pompano to this
policy meeting.

Policy 6153.1 — International Student Travel
The committee will review Ms. Linnetz edits to this

policy.

Discussion and Possible Action

S. Connell will invite K. Longobucco, S.
McConnell and T. Dejulio to this policy
meeting.

UPDATE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
ADJOURNMENT




P6114 (a)
Instruction

Emergencies and Disaster Preparedness

The Board of Education, using a district security and safe committee (“DSSC”) composed of the
Superintendent, the Director of Security and other designated district personnel as the
Superintendent may determine, shall develop and maintain the District’s emergency operations
plans (“EOP”) including district-level and individual school-level security and safety plans.

staffand-siters—Such security and safety plans shall utilize an all-hazards approach and utilize
the School Security and Safety Plan template made available by the Department of Emergency
Services and Public Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security
(DESPP/DEMHS). The district-level and individual school-level security and safety plans shall
be incompliance with the National Incident Management System (NIMS), and incorporate the
National Incident Command System, and be based upon the School Security and Safety Plan
Standards issued by the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection.

The Superintendent shall be responsible for the EOP in partnership with the Director of Security

and the DSSC. The DSSC shall meet on a regular basis and will rely on community involvement,

including but not limited to the chief executive officer of the municipality, law enforcement, fire,

public health, and emergency management to develop and maintain the EOP, including district-
level and individual school-level security and safety plans. At least one Board of Education

member shall serve as a Board liaison to the DSSC, and the Superintendent shall report to the

full Board of Education on matters of security and safety promptly following each meeting of the

DSSC.

nd reoylar and emerseneyexits—of all buildines— Each

school shall establish a school security and safety committee (“SSSC”) or a school climate

committee (“SCC”), to meet at least annually, that will assist in the developmentig and
administering-implementation of the school’s security and safety plan._ The Director of Security

shall work closely with school Principals and their respective SSSC or SCC to develop district-
wide and individual school security and safety plans. Each individual school security and safety

plan and any subsequent changes shall be approved in writing by the superintendent.

The Board of Education shall direct the Superintendent and/ or their designee to conduct a
security vulnerability assessment of each school every two years; the results of which shall be
incorporated into the EOP, including district-level and individual school security and safety
plans, and reported to the DEMHS Regional Coordinator.




P6114 (b)
Instruction

Emergencies and Disaster Preparedness

A crisis management plan will be developed and maintained as part of the EOP and shall ensure
an established set of directives to guide the actions of those involved and responsible for the
safety of students and property. The crisis management plan shall be developed and maintained
within the context of the four recognized plans for crisis management (1) Preparedness, (2)
Response, (3) Recovery, and (4) Mitigation. In accordance with Policy 6114.1, district-level and
school-level emergency response drill activities related to fire safety and other emergencies will
be conducted by the District to ensure adherence to EOP and individual school security and
safety plan processes and procedures, incident command, internal and external communication,
and the orderly movement and placement of students to the safest available space(s) should an
emergency occur, including, but not limited, to the following:

Severe weather

Fire

Flood

Terrorism

Missing student(s)

Suicide

Threatening person(s)

Weapons/ explosives found on school site

Any other situation the Safe Schools Committee deems appropriate

The Superintendent, or his/her designee, is responsible for maintaining communication with

other community agencies to share information on preparedness and planned emergency

response procedures set forth in the EOP. It shall also be the responsibility of the Superintendent

to ensure that each school in the district works in cooperation with these other community

agencies during such emergencies.

Emergency preparedness and response procedures should be periodically discussed with

teachers, parents/guardians and students as deemed appropriate by the district and/or individual

school-level administrators. FEach classroom shall have ready access to emergency response

procedures, including, but not limited to fire, safe school mode, shelter in place, and evacuation

(“Classroom FEmergency Materials”) and such Classroom FEmergency Materials as are

appropriate for public dissemination shall be made readily accessible to parents/guardians at the

start of each school vear and thereafter at any time upon request. All District personnel shall

make themselves familiar with these procedures.

Crisis management must be viewed as a continuous process in which all phases of the EOP are

being reviewed and revised. The EOP must be continuously updated based upon experience,

research and changing vulnerabilities.




(cf. 5141.6 — Crisis Prevention/Response)

(cf. 5142 — Student Safety)

(cf. 6114.1 — Fire Emergency/Crisis Response Drills)
(cf. 6114.3 — Bomb Threats)

(cf. 6114.6 — Emergency Closings)

(cf. 6114.7 — Safe Schools)

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes

10-221 Boards of education to prescribe rules

10-231 Fire drills

52-557b Immunity from liability for emergency medical assistance, first aid or medication by
injection. School personnel not required to administer or render.

P.A. 13-3 An Act Concerning Gun Violence Prevention and Children’s Safety (Section 86, 87,
88)

10-222m — School security and safety plans. School security and safety committees

10-222n — School security and safety plan standards

Policy adopted: New, 6/3/2014



6114.1

Instruction
Fire Emergency (Drills)/Crisis Response Drills/Bus Safety Drills

A fire drill shall be held at least once a month in each school building. The initial fire drill
must be held not later than thirty-ten days after the first day of school each school year. In
addition to the initial fire drill, each school shall conduct a safe
school mode drill, shelter in place drill, fire/ campus evacuation
drill and a lockdown drill no later than thirty days after the first
day of school. Afterwards, Aa crisis response drill shall be substituted for one of
the required monthly school fire drills every three months. All emergency response drills
shall be scheduled and the results documented in the district's emergency exercise
software.-

Each Building Principal shall prepare a definite-comprehensive fire emergency plan, and-
furpish-to-allteachersandstudentisinformation-as to route and manner of exit_ and furnish
it to all staff and students. Fire drills shall be planned in-sueh-a-way-asand conducted to
accomplish the evacuation of school buildings in the shortest possible time and in the most
efficient and orderly fashion.

The format of the crisis response drill shall be developed in consultation with the

District Security and Safety Committee
(DSSC).- Further, a representative of the local law enforcement agency, fire department,
and/or town emergency management team shall supervise and participate in any of the
required crisis response drills. Such drills shall incorporate the basic protocols of fire_
evacuation, safe school mode-ock-in-epenlockdown;lock-in-closed lockdown, campus

evacuation and shelter-in- -place responses. The activation and utilization of the Incident
Command System shall also be a part of these crisis response drills.

The school bus transportation company (contractor) shall conduct a minimum of two (2)
bus safety drills each school.year. The purpose of these drills is to educate students in
safe riding practices, and how to safely and expeditiously evacuate a school bus during
an emergency incident. At least one of these drills shall require students to actually
physically perform the evacuation procedures. The transportation company shall
coordinate the dates and times of bus safety drills in advance with each school principal
to ensure that local first responders have the opportunity to evaluate, score, and provide
feedback.

Principals shall keep-maintain a record of all fire;_and crisis response and bus safety
drills held in their schools in the district’'s emergency exercise software, stating the date_
and time the drill was held -ard-the time required ﬁeﬁhe—mspense—p#eteeels—umzed—mto
complete the drill utilizing the appropriate response procedures, actions taken prior to
the drill to notify parents/ students of the drill (if needed), as well as actions taken
foIIowmq the drill to address opportunltles for |mprovement Ihey—sha“—f—um+sh—suebr

Local law enforcement and other local public safety official shall evaluate, score and
provide feedback on fire drills and crisis response drills conducted pursuant to Connecticut
General Statutes 10-231. “Public Safety Officials” include the local
emergency management director, fire marshal, building inspector

and emergency medical services representative. Each of the




named officials should evaluate and provide feedback on a
representative sampling of fire/crisis response drills each vyear.

The Board of Education shall annually submit reports to the Department of Emergency
Services and Public Protection regarding such fire drills and crisis response drills.

(cf. 5141.6 — Crisis Management Plan)
cf. 5142 — Student Safety)
cf. 6114 — Emergencies and Disaster Preparedness)
Legal Reference:  Connecticut General Statutes
10-231 Fire drills. (as amended by PA 00-220 and PA 09-131)

P.A. 13-3 An Act Concerning Gun Violence Prevention and Children’s

Safety

10-222m — School security and safety plans. School security and
safety committees

10-222n — School security and safety plan standards

Policy adopted: 6/3/2014 (This policy replaces 2-500)



P6114.7(a)

Instruction

School Security and Safety

The Board of Education is committed to the prevention of violence against people or property in
the schools or at school activities, whether by students, staff, or others. While committed to the
protection of each person's constitutional rights, including due process rights, the Board does not
condone lawlessness. Any individual committing violent acts on school property will be
disciplined according to applicable Board policy and regulations.

Staff members who implement this or any other Board policy will receive the full support of the
Board and the administration.

Each school’s School Security and Safety Committee (SSSC) will review specific policies,
regulations, plans and procedures in order to ensure a comprehensive and effective program to
prevent and punish vandalism and violence occurring in the schools and on district property.
Simultaneously with the work of the committee, the Superintendent of Schools and appropriate
school administrators shall review the practices at each school and shall submit a separate report
to the Board including any findings and recommendations on the implementation of committee
suggestions on these and other policies, regulations, plans and procedures concerning safety.

The advisory committee shall examine the policies, regulations, plans and procedures
concerning:

student conduct and discipline;

the maintenance of public order on school property;

the banning of weapons on school property with the exception of approved security personnel;
drug and alcohol abuse;

school emergency management;

coordination efforts with law enforcement agencies;

searches and seizures by school officials;

training for staff and students in conflict resolution and violence prevention; and

building security measures including procedures governing visitors to the schools and access to
school buildings.




P6114.7(b)

Instruction

School Security and Safety (continued)

The crisis management plan for each school shall be developed within the context of the four
recognized phases of crisis management:

Mitigation/Prevention addresses what schools and the District can do to reduce or eliminate the
risk to life and property.

Preparedness focuses on the process of planning for the worst-case scenario.

Response is devoted to the steps to take during a crisis.

Recovery pertains to how to restore the learning and teaching environment after a crisis.

(cf. 5131 - Conduct at School and Activities)
(cf. 5131.5 - Vandalism)

(cf. 5131.6 - Drugs/Alcohol and Tobacco)
(cf. 5131.8 - Out of School Misconduct)

(cf. 5131.9 - Gang Action by or Association)
(cf. 5141.6 — Crisis Management Plan)

(cf. 5146 - Child Abuse and Neglect)

(cf. 5142 - Student Safety)

(cf. 5147 - Suicide Prevention)

(cf. 5143 - Student Health Assessments and Immunizations)
(cf. 5144 - Administering Medications)



Instruction

P6114.7(c)

School Security and Safety (continued)

(cf. 5145 - Communicable and Infectious Diseases)
(cf. 5114 - Suspension/Expulsion/Exclusion/Removal)
(cf. 6114 - Emergencies)

(cf. 6161.11 - Drugs/Alcohol and Tobacco)

Legal Reference:

Connecticut General Statutes

4-176e through 4-185 Uniform Administrative Procedure Act.

10-19 Teaching about alcohol, nicotine or tobacco, drugs and acquired
immune deficiency syndrome. Training of personnel.

10-221 Boards of education to prescribe rules.

10-233a through 10-233f re in-school suspension, suspension, expulsion.
(As amended by PA 95-304, An Act Concerning School Safety).

52-572 Parental liability for torts of minors. Damage defined.

53a-3 Firearms and deadly weapons.

53-206 Carrying and sale of dangerous weapons.

53a-217b Possession of firearms and deadly weapons on school grounds.
PA 94-221 An Act Concerning School Safety.

PA 95-304 An Act Concerning School Safety.

PA 97-290 An Act Enhancing Educational Choices and Opportunities.
GOALS 2000: Education America Act.

18 U.S.C. 921 Definitions.

Title III - Amendments to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.
Sec. 314 (Local Control Over Violence).

Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 as amended by the Gun
Free Schools Act of 1994.

New Jersey v. TLO., 469 U.S. 325; 1055. CT. 733.

Policy adopted: June 3, 2014 NEWTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Policy revised: August 14, 2018 Newtown. Connecticut
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April 2015



| P6153.1(a)

PoLicy SERVICES




P6153.1(b)

Policy adopted:
cps 4/15



P6153.1(a)

Optional policy to consider in which the district may
approve an educational tour.

Instruction

Educational Tours

As-a-supplement-to-aparticular-course-ofinstruetion—Sstaff members may conduct educational

tours, within or outside the District, the State of Connecticut or the United States, for the students
or employees, or both, of any school or schools within the District. Such tour/trip is subject to
District approval. Approval shall be based upon the educational relevancy to the proposed
trip/tour.

Any approved trip/tour by the Board of Education (Board) to a destination outside of the United
States shall be subject to U.S. State Department and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
travel advisories. In addition, any Board approved international student travel trip/tour requires
registration of the trip with the local U.S. Embassy via the State Department’s Smart Traveler
Enrollment Program (STEP).

Foreign travel trips utilizing a tour company shall have the contract reviewed by the Board’s
attorney in advance of signing to ensure that it satisfies school Board policy and provides
sufficient protection against liability.

No student or employee may participate in such a tour unless he/she has accident and health
insurance coverage protecting against bodily injury, disability or death while participating in the
tour. Each student participating in the tour must provide an Emergency Treatment waiver signed
by the parent or guardian to include emergency phone numbers and hospital insurance policy
number and/or other data deemed necessary to implement this policy. School funds may not be
used for any expenditures incurred on such a tour.

Employees entering into contracts or agreements with commercial agencies, without formal
District approval, do so at their own risk. As such, any activity trip not approved by the Board is
considered a private venture. The Board shall not be a co-sponsor of any such trip. Any
distributed materials for such trips/tours must expressly and prominently state: “This program is
not sponsored or endorsed by the Newtown School District.” This disclaimer

should appear on each item of tour/trip literature. The tour operator and/or the teacher sponsoring
such trip shall acknowledge in writing to the Board that the trip/tour is not school or District
sponsored or endorsed.




(cf. 1140 — Distribution of Materials to and by Students)
(cf. 1140.1 — Distribution of Non-School Literature)

(cf. 1324 — Fundraising)

(cf. 1330 — Use of School Facilities)

(cf. 3515 — Community Use of School Facilities)

(cf. 6153 — Field Trips)

(cf. 6153.11 — Non-Educational Field Trips)

Policy adopted:
rev. 4/15



R6153.1(a)
Poucv SERVICES

CABE'’s optional regulation.
Instruction

Educational Tours

School Sponsored Tours
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management plans.

N
.




R6153.1(b)

Instruction

Educational Tours

School Sponsored Tours (continued)
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of the intended trip in order to afford the school an opportunity to advise parents that the
school is not sponsoring or participating in the educational tour.

Regulation approved:
rev. 4/15
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