RESTORI NG NEWTOWNOS NATUR,

REMOVING INVASIVE PLANTS




Everything in Nature Is
Connected
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What Do We Mean by Native
Plants? A

£

A Native plants are ones
that were found here
before Europeans
settled in Connecticut.

A They produce few
seeds, thereby av0|d|ng
competition with the
mother plant.




Why are Native Plants
Important?

A Native plants play an important
role In sustaining other parts of
their ecosystem.

A Other plants and animals may
depend on them for their survival.

White Oak

Barn Owils




What are Invasive Plants?

A Invasive plants are
plants that displace
native plants in natural
areas.

A In other words, they
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How Do Invasives Spread So

Ouicklv?
A They produce abundant fruit
and seeds.

A Seeds are spread by birds,
wind, water, people and
vehicles.

A Some even secrete
chemicals which are bad for
other natural plants!

Garlic Mustard




How Did Invasives Get Here?

A Some nonnative plants
were brought to the
United States for
agricultural, medicinal and
ornamental purposes.

A Some of these have
become Invasive, but not
all.




Somelnvasives Were Brought
Here To Plant Along the Roads

A Some were
Imported to be
used as a source of
food for birds or to
act as a buffer
along road sides.

Autumn Olive




Why Is it That Many
Invasives are So Pretty?

A Often the reason that
they were brought
here Is because they
were thought to be
attractive.

Multi-Flora Rose




Many Invasives Were Brought

Here for Ornamental Use.

A Some Barberry plants
are still being sold In
nurseries.

A Buyers may not know
that these plants can
spread outside of their
yards.

Gentry Monomb Rose Glow

Royal Burgundy™ Cherry Bomb"




When These Plants Got Here,
Why Did They Take Over?

A One reason is that in
thelir new environment
they have no natural

In check.

Releasing weevils




31 ) dnkaSves vs Natives?
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Ares, it does seem
that way.

An some places
Invasivesand natives
can live together, but
Invasivesare often
winning the battle.
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Why Is This Battle Important?

A Gain for invasive = loss Dreacas,l 0

for natives. = / 6 %
A Loss of natives=loss of /A |
/. GONFLICT 8

piodiversity. -

A Loss of biodiversity = . ZUNE '
many species of plants -
and animals at risk. v WK




What are Some Common Invasives
In Newtown?

Burning Bush at
Deep Brook

A The most common invasives in
Newtown include barberry, garlic
mustard, bittersweet, autumn
olive, Japanese knotweed, burning
bush, multtflora rose and milea-
minute.

A There are others, some more
common and more noxious than
others. New ones seem to appear
more frequently as time goes on.



Barberry
Shrub, 27 8 feet tall.

Thin, straight thorns.
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long, wedgeshaped.

Pale yellow flowers in
drooping clusters of 5
mid-spring to early
summer.

Berries ripen to bright
red in fall.




Barberry tagged for
removal and piled up
after removal,
Orchard Hill Nature



Garlic Mustard

Biennial.

Strongly toothed,
triangular leaves.

Secretes chemical
compounds that inhibit
seed germination of other
species.



Bittersweet Vine

Prolific grower.

Can girdle and kill trees.
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Bittersweet Brings Down Trees

This site near
Route 25 was
cleared of trees In
which bittersweet
had caused them
to die.




