Town of Newtown Legislative Council Regular Meeting
Wednesday, April 4, 2012
3 Primrose Street, Newtown, CT

PRESENT: Jeff Capeci, Mary Ann Jacob, George Ferguson, Bob Merola, Joseph
Girgasky (7:15), Paul Lundquist, Daniel Honan, Kathy Fetchick, Dan Wiedemann, Dan
Amaral, Mitch Bolinsky, Phillip Carroll

ALSO PRESENT: First Selectman Pat Llodra, David Grogins (Town Counsel), Debbie
Aurelia (Town Clerk), John Kortze (BOF Chair), Harry Waterbury (BOF), Dr. Janet
Robinson, Ron Bienkowski, Debbie Leidlein (BOE Chair), John Vourus (BOE member),
Keith Alexander (BOE member), Jan Andras, five member of public, three members of
press

Chairman Capeci called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.
VOTER COMMENT: None noted

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Upon motion by Ms. Jacob, the minutes of the 3/7/12
meeting were unanimously approved as presented.

COMMUNICATIONS: None noted

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Ordinance — Ms. Jacob reported that the committee is close
to finalizing the Blight Ordinance and hope to hoid the public hearing in May or June.

FIRST SELECTMAN REPORT: No report
NEW BUSINESS
Code Adoption Ordinance

Ms. Jacob moved to refer the recommendation for Code Adoption to the Ordinance
Committee. Motion seconded.

Attorney David Grogins advised that updates and corrections are needed to the Code
Book. The proposal is to have it better organized, separating regulations from
ordinances, updating new or newly amended ordinances, and correct any obvious non-
substantive errors. Ms. Aurelia advised that the proposed procedure to assure updates
will be that changes be e-mailed to her which she will forward to General Code, where
they will be posted within 48 hours to the left hand column of the website until they are
codified — twice per year.

The Ordinance Committee will hold a public hearing and then bring this back to the full
Council for adoption.

MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.
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Fairfield Hills Authority Ordinance with Regard to Possible Development of
Woodbury Hall

Ms. Jacob advised that the previous Council had amended the Fairfield Hills Authority
Ordinance to address any possible loophole that allows for “negative leases”, meaning
a lease that causes the Town to spend money without going through the proper
appropriation procedures. Ms. Llodra stated that she wants to have public discussion
at the beginning of the process for Woodbury Hall to be certain that any questions are
addressed.

Town of Newtown 2012-2013 Budget

Ms. Jacob moved to adopt the FY 2012-2013 Annual Budget in the amount of
$107.806,523 and to allow the Finance Director to make any necessary adjustments to
numbers which will be reported back to the Legislative Council. Motion seconded.

John Kortze, BOF Chairman, distributed a summary of the major points addressed by
the Board of Finance (attached). In the past, we have withdrawn funds from the Fund
Balance to offset taxes but that is not being proposed this year. Rather, we are
budgeting $400,000 to our "savings account”. One point of focus for the BOF is
enrolliment trends and the fact that education costs continue to increase while student
numbers decrease.

Recommendations of committees:

Administration/Finance Committee — Mr. Ferguson reported that the committee voted 5-
1 to recommend the proposed budget for adoption by the Council. The dissenting
member feels that any increase in this economic climate is too high.

Municipal/Operations Committee — Mr. Merola reported that this committee voted
unanimously to recommend the adoption.

Education — Ms. Fetchick reported that the committee voted 4-2 to recommend
adoption. She commended the BOE for their efforts in reducing the request by $1.5
million before sending it on to the BOF.

Mr. Merola moved to amend the motion by reducing the budget $400,000. Motion
seconded. Amendment FAILED: 9 NO (Ferguson, Bolinsky, Girgasky, Lundquist,
Fetchick, Jacob, Capeci, Carroll, Honan) — 3 YES (Merola, Amaral, Wiedemann)

MAIN MOTION CARRIED: 7 YES (Bolinsky, Lundquist, Fetchick, Jacob, Capedi,
Carroll, Honan) — 5 NO (Ferguson, Girgasky, Merola, Amaral, Wiedemann)

Transfer
Ms. Jacob moved to transfer $45,000 FROM 01570-2000 Contingency TO 01320-4002
F/F Incentive Plan. Motion seconded and unanimously carried.
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VOTER COMMENT: None noted
ANNOUNCEMENTS: The budget referendum is on 4/24/12.

Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

o dmhw

Andras, Clerk

Attachment: Board of Finance Report on Budget Proposal

regular meeting. All corrections will be determined in minutes of the meeting at which they were
corrected.

These are draft minutes and as such are subject to correction by the Legislative Council at the next
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