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CYRENIUS H. BOOTH LIBRARY

Mission & Heritage

Promote the joy of lifelong learning, stimulate curiosity, 

support the exchange of ideas, and provide a 

welcoming gathering place for our community

A Transformative Force in Newtown for 86 Years 

Educational Partner

Source of Discovery

Personal Refuge

Social Leveler

A Place to Inform, Entertain, and Enrich

A Place to Connect 

Economic Development Engine

A Place to Discover Newtown’s Past 



KEY INITIATIVES FY19-20

Strategic Planning
 Respond to community feedback

 Implement space planning objectives

 Refresh of strategic plan 

Economic Development 
 Creation of a business resource center

 Continuation and advancement of programs and seminars for small businesses and entrepreneurs in cooperation 

with Chamber, EDC, SBA, Rotary, etc

 Creation of meeting spaces usable by business owners

Community Outreach
 Participation in town-wide events: Amazing Challenge, Destination Newtown, Newtown Arts Festival

 Elementary school outreach, Preschool and daycare visits with monthly Story times and custom book lists

Capital Improvements
 Expansion of chbMAKERS space in planning stages

 Safety upgrades to HVAC system 

 Reconfiguration of library spaces as modular and useful

 Security upgrades for patrons, staff



2019/2020 BUDGET OVERVIEW

$84.2K increase in revenue (5.4% increase)
 $47.5K increase from town

 $35K increase from fundraising and trust income

 State aid indefinitely suspended; less fee and fine income

$17.4K devoted to a 2% increase in wages

$3.1K for more library content

Maintenance and upgrades funded

Continuation of initiatives from past years



84%

2%

10%

4%

2019-2020 Income Sources
C.H. Booth Library

Town & other grants
84%

Operations 2%

Fund raising 10%

Trust income 4%

Town - $1,383,380
Operations - $27,000
Fundraising - $173,000
Trusts - $59,750

Total: $1,643,130



CYRENIUS H. BOOTH LIBRARY

Children and Families

 Story Times                                                                        

 Summer Reading programs                                           

 Art, Music, Science workshops       

 Print materials   

 Electronic content                                                                                                           

 Museum Passes                           

Young Adults

 Creative Writing workshops   

 Print and Electronic materials

 Craft and STEM workshops 

 Internet computers

Adults

 Author Talks

 Book Discussion Groups

 Art & Literature

 Music & Performing Arts

 College, Career & Job searches

Reference and Research

 Business Support

 Internet workstations

 E-Books and Audiobooks

 Tech Center and WiFi printing

 Subscription databases

2019/2020 Budget supports these programs



CYRENIUS H. BOOTH LIBRARY

Budget Guiding Principles
Inform and enrich our community 

Provide capacity for meeting community need for materials, 
emerging technologies, educational programs, economic 
development support programs, and archival preservation that 
protects Newtown heritage. 

Focus remains on activities identified during strategic planning

 Initiatives identified through community feedback

 Multi-generational programming 

 Emerging Technology exposure and instruction

 Economic Development programs

 Heritage Preservation / Archival Protection



CYRENIUS H. BOOTH LIBRARY

Strategic Planning Goals and Objectives

Satisfy Curiosity

Provide a Comfortable Place

Create and Inspire Young Readers

Express Creativity

Foster Successful Enterprises

Partner with the Community

Provide for Continuous Staff Development



CYRENIUS H. BOOTH LIBRARY

Library Value Calculator

The American Library Association’s Library Value 
Calculator takes into account circulation, educational 
programming, computer sessions, WiFi usage, technology, 
databases. 

FY2017-2018, the value of services that C.H. Booth Library 
provided our community was over

$4.28 million



RETURN ON INVESTMENT 
EXAMPLE ONE

Downloadable and streaming 
content

* Library spent almost $30K 

* Returned a value of over $287K 
in terms of the amount of content 
streamed and downloaded
* That’s grants from the Friends combined 
with municipal tax dollars



DIGITAL CIRCULATION IS ATOP THE CURVE



RETURN ON INVESTMENT 
EXAMPLE TWO

Circulation of all content - books + any other kind of material

Using a conservative estimate of $18.68 per item 

All types of content from print to digital 

Across all platforms

Library circulated $3.4M worth of materials in 17-18

TOTAL TAXPAYER COST: $67,600



USING LIST PRICE

2016-17 | 182,082 circulations | $4,390,644.42  

2017-18 | 183,599 circulations | $4,254,096.14



5 YEAR DATA COMPARISON 2014-2018

C.H. BOOTH LIBRARY                                    MEASURES & 

INDICATORS

2019-2020

Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual

Measure/Indicator 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

# of Items Circulated 220,650 210,307 209,894 204,686 206,373

# of Patron Visits Per Day ‡ 469 412 427 472 399

# Registered Borrowers 13,306 12,757 12,120 12,068 11,466

# of Internet Sessions 17,186 17,262 19,019 16,647 18,567

# of eBooks & eAudiobooks Circulated 11,098 13,309 13,535 14,250 20,135

# of Database & Electronic Resource usage 37,852 39,885 41,628 45,814 50,399

Average Daily Wireless Bandwidth Usage 5.21GB 17.18GB 25.1GB 31.1GB 27.5GB

# of Reference Transactions† - 19,605 21,216 21,307 21,000**

# of Programs 551 909 786 749 711

Program Attendance 10,138 11,438 15,238 15,010 15,012

Average attendance per program 18 13 19 20 21

Value of Library Services/Return on Investment* $3,912,085 $4,416,998 $4,548,865 $4,609,395 $4,281,729 

† New measure or service - prior data unavailable 

* Calculated using American Library Association's Library Value 

Calculator

** Estimated, no figures taken






















