
 
3 PRIMROSE STREET 

 NEWTOWN, CT 06470  

TEL. (203) 270-4221 

 

 

BOARD OF FINANCE  

MINUTES  

REGULAR MEETING  

Council Chambers 

3 Primrose Street  

Newtown, CT 06470  

Tuesday, October 15, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

These minutes are subject to approval by the Board of Finance 

 

Present: Jim Gaston, Mark Boland, Sandy Roussas, Ned Simpson, Steve Hinden, Keith Alexander, 

Sandy Roussas and Mark Boland 

Absent:  

Also Present: First Selectman Rosenthal, two members of the public 
 

Chairman Gaston called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m.  Attendees saluted the American Flag. 
 

Voter Comments 

None 
 

Communications 

Sandy Roussas stated the BOE is ratifying the teacher contracts; Ms. Roussas will give a report after the 

final meeting with the BOE. 
 

Minutes 

Sandy Roussas moves to approve the minutes of September 26, 2019. Ned Simpson seconds. All in 

favor. Minutes are approved and motion passes. 
 

First Selectman’s Report 

First Selectman Rosenthal reported that the Town will receive the official FEMA package in the amount 

of $2,045,000 (from the Federal Government) via the State of CT in the immediate future.  
 

The BOS chose to re-bid a few of the packages for the police department. Additionally, First Selectman 

Rosenthal expects having a GMP to the public building and site and then to BOS in the coming weeks.  

Ground breaking for the police station will happen in the next few weeks.  
 

Finance Director’s Report 

None 
 

Unfinished Business 

CIP Policy  

 Discussion around the clause 310-10 “Capital Asset Project Process” within the CIP Policy 

occurred.  Chairman Gaston asked the Board if this clause was more commentary rather than policy. Ms. 

Roussas commented that if the language in this clause reflects current practice then she feels as though 

the word policy should be included. Mr. Hinden agreed with Ms. Roussas in keeping the wording. The 

BOF discussed further and the 310-10 clause will remain as is within the CIP. Next step is for the BOF 

to send to LC for review.  

 

 



Sandy Roussas moves to approve the CIP Policy for review for the Legislative Council. Ned Simpson 

seconds.  Keith Alexander rejects the motion. 
 

Keith Alexander asked to see the completed typed version of the CIP prior to voting.  
 

Keith Alexander moves to table the CIP Policy until the next BOF meeting. Steve Hinden seconds. All 

in favor and motion approves. 

   

A final review of the proposed CIP policy will be reviewed and voted on at the next BOF meeting. 

 
 

Debt Policy  

Debt Policy tabled  
    

New Business 

Board of Selectmen Proposed CIP 2020/2021-2024/2025  (5 Yr) CIP (please see attachment) 

The First Selectman stated the Town’s intention is to reduce our bonding per rating agency suggestions 

by way of rejecting any new projects (except for prioritizing infrastructure and public safety). The plan 

is to reduce bonding each year by increasing operating budget by $250,000 each year.  Moreover, the 

BOS will ask that there will be no borrowing in Year 5. 
 

The Proposed CIP had been previously approved by LC, BOS and BOF last year.  The only increase in 

spending over the next five years is the Emergency Communications Upgrade. This project shown in 

Year 1 was last completed in 2001. It will upgrade all equipment and dispatch as well as towers. This 

will allow clear and vital communications over the entire town (where currently there are several dead 

spots throughout).  
 

SHES Permanent Memorial was moved to 2021-2022 due to timing issues.  
 

One new project in Year 1 is the Fairfield Hills Sewer Infrastructure Improvement to which the Town 

will be given an EDA Grant in the amount of $914,981 and the Town will pay the balance of $914,982.  

The debt from this project will be paid back via Assessments rather than direct taxation.  
 

Ms. Roussas inquired about the Bridge Replacement Program line item.  First Selectman stated the next 

bridge project is intended to be Meadowbrook. 
  

Chairman Gaston inquired what the Park and Rec surcharge of Lake Lillinonah. First Selectman 

responded around $520,000.  
 

Mr. Boland inquired if the Newtown Water and Sewer Authority takes out bonds to cover the remaining 

balance of $914,982 from the Fairfield Hills Sewer Infrastructure Improvement project. The First 

Selectman stated that because this is a Fairfield Hills project, the Town will bond for this overtime.  

Consequently, the Town will receive money from Campus Users via Assessments over the long-term. 
 

Ned Simpson inquired about the monies being held for Building Remediation & Demo / Infrastructure 

line item specifically for Fairfield Hills. First Selectman stated that the next public meeting being held 

on November 18 will cover the future spend requirements for Fairfield Hills. 

 

Submittals from BOE and BOS using 8/22/2019 Spreadsheet 

Mr. Simpson shared the Submittals from BOE and BOS using 8/22/2019 spreadsheet as the base 

document. Mr. Simpson made clear that to keep within the Debt Policy, the approved CIP for the next 

two years would have to be significantly less than what has been submitted.  



 

Ms. Roussas commented the analysis needs to have a full-spectrum perspective of variables that could 

impact the budget and the debt.  

 

 

2020 Board of Finance Meeting Schedule 
 

Steve Hinden moves to approve the 2020 Board of Finance Meeting Schedule with the exception of the 

December 14, 2020 meeting date. Ned Simpson seconds. All in favor and motion passes.   

 

Voter Comments 

None 
 

Announcements 

None 
 

Adjournment 

Steve Hinden made a motion to adjourn. Keith Alexander seconds. All members were in favor and the 

meeting was adjourned at 9:01p. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kiley Gottschalk, Clerk 

 

Attachments 

2020 BoF Regular Meeting Schedule 

Submittals from BOE to BOS using 8/22/2019 spreadsheet as the base 

First Selectman Proposed 2020-21 to 2024-25 (5 Yr) CIP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
























































































