Board of Selectmen
November 7, 2022

THE FOLLOWING MINTUES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY
THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN

The Board of Selectmen held a regular meeting Monday, November 7, 2022. The meeting was held in the
Council Chambers at the Newtown Municipal Center. First Selectman Rosenthal called the meeting to order
7:30p.m. and opened the meeting with salute to the flag.

PRESENT: First Selectman Daniel C. Rosenthal, Selectman Maureen Crick Owen and Selectman Ed Schierloh.

ALSO PRESENT: Finance Director Robert Tait, Pension Committee Chair Ellen Whalen, Pension Committee
members Sam Broomer, Charles Farfaglia, Joe Eppers, Tom Snayd, John DiNoto, Devon Francis of Fiducient and
one member of the public.

VOTER COMMENTS: none.

ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES: Selectman Crick Owen moved to accept the regular meeting minutes
of October 3, 2022. Selectman Schierloh seconded. All in favor.

COMMUNICATIONS: The Board of Selectman in Wilton looked into the idea of hiring a town administrator
to assume some of the First Selectman functions. The job would support to the Board of Selectmen. First
Selectman Rosenthal wants a discussion on this prior to the board beginning the budget process.

FINANCE DIRECTORS REPORT: Mr. Tait reported that there are four months of medical claims. They are
less than last year and equal to the prior two years. The stop loss premium is being watched. Stop loss pays
claims over $175,000. Large claimant’s claims have been very small which helps to recover the stop loss
premium. There have been four months of tax collections; as expected or better. This is all good news.

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion and possible action:

1. Pension / OPEB Fund Presentation: Devon Francis presented the annual performance update for the Town
of Newtown Pension and OPEB (att.) saying it is a challenging market. Contributing factors are very high
inflation and an aggressive rate hike campaign by the federal government. Rising interest rates mean falling bond
prices. Commodities are strong partly because of the war in Eastern Europe. Both the pension and OPEB had a
twelve month high in Dec. 2021 and a low point in June 2022. For the fiscal year 2022 the portfolio was down
12.5%. Asset management has been beneficial in this market. Over the long run the goal is a return of 6.5%. The
plan, for the most part is closely aligned with the target allocations. Asset allocation is broadly diversified.
Continued market volatility is expected. A bear market typically lasts 14 months and we’ve completed 10
months. There are many variables; we should see a turnaround in 2023. In October 2022 US large and small cap
were up, international development markets and broadly diversified portfolios were also up. There are increases
in pension and OPEB since the end of the fiscal year. Assumptions were revised in May 2022 because of the
significant sell off. Bond yields are higher due to rising interest rates. The estimation is when the asset allocation
study is done, with revised assumptions, the return expectation will be much higher than what it was. First
Selectman Rosenthal noted a global recession is not priced in; Devon Francis thinks a global recession is likely.
The asset managers are doing fundamental research and choosing companies they think will perform well
regardless of what is going on in the economy. The average rate across CT Municipal plans is 6.5%. First
Selectman Rosenthal noted appreciation for the hard work the Pension Committee.
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2. Hawley School HVAC Proposal to CT DAS: The state set aside funds for upgrades to HVAC systems in
schools. The Board of Education grant writer identified the Hawley project. It is hard to predict what might be
allocated, as the project is underway, but it doesn’t hurt to try. Selectman Crick Owen moved authorize the
Superintendent and/or the First Selectman to apply of the 2022 HVAC/Indoor Air Quality Grant from the CT
Department of Administrative Services for the Hawley HVAC project. Selectman Schierloh seconded. All in
favor.

3. Approval of lease with Crown Castle for Dinglebrook Communications site: The Town has been working
on dispatch consoles as well as communication sites on towers. Dinglebrook is an existing site but due to
upgrades the lease agreement needs to be updated. Selectman Crick Owen moved to approve the lease with
Crown Castle for Dinglebrook Communication site. Selectman Schierloh seconded. All in favor.

4. Transfer: First Selectman Rosenthal stated the Legislative Council cut the budget request to the prior year
amount; this is not a budget request, it is an assessment issue. The Lake Authorities will attend the Legislative
Council meeting with an update and forecast on their next budget. The State Statute relative to lake authorities
is attached. Selectman Crick Owen moved to approve the $11,157 transfer from Contingency to Other Purchased
Services (att.). Selectman Schierloh recused himself due to involvement in the Lake Zoar Authority. Fist
Selectman Rosenthal seconded. All in favor.

5. Appointments/Reappointments/Vacancies/Openings: Selectman Crick Owen moved the re-appointments
as presented (att.). Selectman Schierloh seconded. Motion passed.

6. Driveway Bond Release/Extension: Selectman Crick Owen moved the driveway bond release for Robert
Denzel. Jr., 10 Hitfield Rd., M37, B7, L.16 and Robert Sherwood, 4 Cedarhurst Trail, M52, B11, L1, each in
the amount of $1.000. Selectman Schierloh seconded. All in favor.

7. Tax Refunds: Selectman Crick Owen moved the tax refunds #7, 2022/23 in the amount of $11,508.95 and
Refund #8 2022/23 in the amount of $35,680.20. Selectman Schierloh seconded. All in favor.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: There are budget pressures relative to energy, fuel and salt costs. First Selectman
Rosenthal, Bob Tait and Fred Hurley are working on documenting where line items will be this year. There will
likely be a transfer to address these concerns and a recommendation on how to continue addressing the issue.

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business the regular Board of Selectmen meeting was adjourned at
8:23p.m.

Att: Fiducient Annual Performance Update; Hawley HVAC Grant Proposal; Transfer; Re-appointments,
11/7/22;

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Marcinek
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Hawley HVAC Grant Proposal to CT DAS (Dept of Administrative Services)
10/21/2022 Summary

Summary:

The state of CT will be awarding $150M for HVAC projects for public schools in early 2023. The
grant application is due 12/1/22. This is a competitive grant so and award is not guaranteed.
While priority is expected to be given to financially disadvantaged districts, the Hawley project
meets eligibility guidelines and we would like to apply.

Rationale for the Hawley project submission:

The award will fund a maximum 50% of project cost (after all other applied state and federal
funds are backed out) and requires the municipality to formally commit the balance of funds.
This is encouraged to be completed for the application due date of 12/1, and required to be
completed by 12/31. The grant money will be awarded and disseminated before funding for our
other projects can be approved via the budget process.

Further, Hawley is the largest project and stands to bring in the largest award. With $300,000
authorized on 3/4/20 and $8,000,000 authorized 9/1/21 by the LC, $2,500,000 backed out for
ARPA funding, we see the potential award of up to $2,900,000.

Requested action:

Each board to vote on a motion to pass a resolution authorizing the Superintendent to apply for
the 2022 HVAC/Indoor Air Quality Grant from the CT Department of Administrative Services for
the Hawley HVAC project, as approved by the Legislative Council.



TOWN OF NEWTOWN

APPROPRIATION (BUDGET) TRANSFER REQUEST

(5) BOARD OF FINANCE

(6) LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

AUTHORIZATION SIGN OFF

FISCALYEAR | 2022 - 2023 _|DEPARTMENT [Finance ] DATE 9/9/22
Account Amount
FROM: 101245700000-5899CONTINGENCY (11,157) USERECATVE
. v
TO: 101123600000-55000THER PURCHASED SERVICES 11,157 “Siroon
v
REASON:
Transfer is to adjust the lake authority contributions from amount budgeted to original lake authority
request amount. Originally the Legislative Council adjusted the requests back to the prior year amounts
requested:
Lake Lillinonah an additional $8,082
Lake Zoar an additional $3,075
AUTHORIZATION: date:
(1) DEPARTMENT HEAD )
/ 4 / 7
(2) FINANCE DIRECTOR / ,)f <;L T) o l {-) 2y
vV ] o
(3) SELECTMAN R’J-’Q LMJ\ H-3-¢L
(4) BOARD OF SELECTMEN m \ VAN &

FIRST 335 DAYS

AFTER 335 DAYS

>>>>WITH IN A DEPT.>>>>LESS THAN $50,000>>>> (1), (2) & (3) SIGNS OFF: MORE THAN $50,000>>>> (1), (2), (3) & (5)
>>>>ONE DEPT TO ANOTHER>>>>LESS THAN $200,000>>>>ALL EXCEPT (6); MORE THAN $200,000>>>>ALL SIGN OFF

>>>>(1)..(2), (3). (5) & (6)

ANY AMOUNT FROM CONTINGENCY>>>> ALL SIGN OFF

L




NEWTOWN CODE:
Chapter 10. Authorities

Article I. Lake Lillinonah Authority

[Adopted by the Board of Selectmen 7-20-1971 (Ord. No. 33)]

§ 10-1. Establishment.

The Town of Newtown, acting in concert with any other town or towns having a portion of Lake Lillinonah within their
territorial limits, hereby establishes a lake authority for said lake, to be known as the "Lake Lillinonah Authority."

§ 10-2. Membership: terms of office.

Said Authority shall be composed of three delegates from each member town, who shall be appointed by the Board
of Selectmen of each town for terms of three years, all of which such terms shall be commenced upon the date when
the first such delegate is appointed; except that the initial appointments shall be for terms of one, two and three years,
respectively.

§ 10-3. Powers and duties.

The Lake Lillinonah Authority shall exercise all powers granted by the Connecticut General Statutes for lake
authorities, including, without limitation, powers relating to the enforcement of boating laws on said lake and such
other powers as from time to time may be granted to said Authority by the legislative bodies of all member towns and
the General Statutes.

Article Il. Lake Zoar Authority

[Adopted 11-9-1972 STM (Ord. No. 37)]

§ 10-4. Establishment; composition: authority.

[Amended 8-22-2007 by Ord. No. 90]

Pursuant to the powers granted by § 7-151a of the Connecticut General Statutes, as amended from time to time, the
Lake Zoar Authority is hereby established. Said Authority shall be comprised of the Town of Newtown and such other
towns having Lake Zoar within their territorial limits as may adopt the provisions of said statute, and shall exercise all
powers authorized under the statutes of this state for lake authorities, including, without limitation, the power to act as
agent for the member towns in cooperating with the State Boating Commission in the enforcement of the boating laws
on Lake Zoar.

§ 10-5. Powers and duties.

Upon approval by the legislative bodies of all member towns, the Lake Zoar Authority shall have the power to:

A
Control and abate algae and aquatic weeds in cooperation with appropriate state authorities;

[Amended 8-22-2007 by Ord. No. 90]

B.
Study water management, including but not limited to water depth and circulation, and make recommendations for

action to member Towns; and



C.
Act as agent for member towns with respect to filing applications for grants and reimbursements with the Department

of Environmental Protection and other state agencies in connection with state and federal programs.

§ 10-6. Membership; terms of office.

Said Authority shall be composed of three delegates from each member town, who shall be appointed by the Board
of Selectmen of each town; one for a term of two years and one for a term of three years. All subsequent appointments

shall be for terms of three years.

STATE STATUTE:

Sec. 7-151a. Establishment of lake authorities. Withdrawal of town. (a) As used in this section,
“state waters” means all waters within the territorial limits of the state except navigable waters of the
United States. Any two or more towns which have within their territorial limits a body of state water
may establish by ordinance a lake authority. Said authority shall act as agent for the member towns
in cooperating with the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection in the enforcement

of the boating laws on such water.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 7-330, such authority shall be composed of at least
three delegates from each member town whose term of office and method of selection shall be
determined by the towns establishing the authority provided each member town may appoint up to
four delegates to the authority. Each town shall pay to the authority its respective share of the
expenses of the commission prorated on the basis of its linear footage of shore line or any other
formula agreed on and adopted by a majority of the legislative bodies of all member towns.
Any member town may, by ordinance, withdraw from such authority, effective upon the mailing of
written notice of such withdrawal to the authority. Each withdrawing town shall be liable for its share
of expenses incurred prior to the effective date of such notice. Upon the withdrawal of any town or
towns, the authority shall remain in force insofar as the remaining town or towns are concerned, but
the jurisdiction of the authority shall be reduced to that portion of said body of state water lying
within the boundaries of such remaining town or towns. In the event of such a withdrawal, the portion
of such body of state water lying within the town or towns withdrawing from the authority shall
revert to the status existing prior to the adoption of the authority.

(c) In addition to the power granted in subsection (a) of this section, a lake authority may be granted
by the legislative bodies of its respective towns powers to: (1) Control and abate algae and aquatic
weeds in cooperation with the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection; (2) study
water management including, but not limited to, water depth and circulation and make
recommendations for action to its member towns; (3) act as agent for member towns with respect to
filing applications for grants and reimbursements with the Department of Energy and Environmental
Protection and other state agencies in connection with state and federal programs; and (4) act as agent
for member towns with respect to receiving gifts for any of its purposes.

(d) A lake authority shall have no jurisdiction in any matters subject to regulation by the
Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection.

(¢) Each member town of any lake authority shall protect and save harmless such town's delegates
to such lake authority from financial loss and expense, including legal fees and costs, ...............



BOARD OF SELECTMEN - November 7, 2022

RE-APPOINTMENT

Design Advisory Board

(U) Agni Pavlidou-Kyprianou, 20 Sleepy Hollow Rd., SH
(D) Peter Cloudas, 15 Housatonic Dr., SH

(U) Joseph Novella, Jr. (alt.), 120 Walnut Tree Hill Rd. SH

Water & Sewer Authority
(R) Eugene Ventrano, 6 Camelot Crest, SH
(D) Mark Benedict, 11 Georges Hill Rd.

Western Connecticut Tourism
Christal Preszler, 3 Primrose St.

11/01/22 - 11/01/24
11/01/22 — 11/01/24
11/01/22 - 11/01/24

01/06/23 - 01/06/27
01/06/23 - 01/06/27

11/08/22 - 11/08/25



