Board of Selectmen
April 15,2019

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN

The Board of Selectmen held a regular meeting Monday, April 15, 2019, in the Council Chamber,
Newtown Municipal Center, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown. First Selectman Rosenthal called the
meeting to order at 7:30p.m.

PRESENT: First Selectman Daniel C. Rosenthal, Selectman Maureen Crick Owen and Selectman Jeff
Capeci.

ALSO PRESENT: Community Center Director Matt Ariniello, Community Center Committee member
Jeff Tousignant, six members of the public and one member of the press.

VOTER COMMENTS: Meagahn Moody, 16 Hoseye Coach Road presented a history of road (att.) and
asked that the town not consider it a dirt road but something they need to take responsibility for. Derek
Bell, 44 Hoseye Coach Road asked that this dirt road take priority given Ms. Moody’s history and that
she donated some of her land for conditional improvements to the land. Alan Koren, 37 Hoseye Coach
Road said when he purchased his home the developer told him the road would be paved. Kim Koren, 37
Hoseye Coach Road said that although she appreciates the work, there is much time, energy and money
put into packing down the road and it gets washed out in the rain. She suggested not continuing that
temporary fix and paving the road would be more effective. First Selectman Rosenthal said that once the
budget is approved there will be a final road improvement plan that will be discussed, publicly, at the
second Board of Selectmen meeting in May or during a June meeting and also noted that paving the subject
road will likely increase through traffic. Joan Plouffe, spoke as the chairman of the Democratic Town
Committee and recommended the approval of Aaron Perkus to the vacant alternate seat on the Board of
Ethics, saying he is very excited to get involved.

ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES: Selectman Crick Owen moved to accept the minutes of the
regular meeting of 04/01/19. Selectman Capeci seconded. All in favor.

COMMUNICATIONS: First Selectman Rosenthal will draft a response to the letter received relative
to development, specifically in Hawleyville. A moratorium has to be temporary and specific to
particular use. Newtown is at the low end for commercial development, at 8.5%. The Town has a
healthy open space inventory. Selectman Crick Owen said that Planning and Zoning minutes reflect
development in Hawleyville meets the Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD).

FINANCE DIRECTORS REPORT: none.

OLD BUSINESS

Discussion & possible action:

1. Community Center Programming/Membership: Mr. Ariniello and Jeff Tousignant were present to
address some questions relative to programming and membership (att.). Depending on demographics
and location other facilities have a higher rate of non-resident memberships, or towns such as Ridgefield
have a low rate of non-resident members. Estimates for non-resident memberships is included in the
bottom line revenue. Discounts were not included in the original presentation but the membership
subcommittee is meeting this month to finalize. There will be a membership handbook. Money will be
refunded only for medical reasons. Monthly membership payments will be made via bank draft. Four
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guest passes will be given per year. Café bucks is an incentive to entice people to utilize the café.
Family membership is considered two adults and children living in the same household. Parks and
Recreation categorizes a family a group of four. A member of the membership subcommittee is a
former YMCA director and has given feedback on marketing initiatives when they first opened. There
will be no minimum hours for rental. The goal is to host as many events as possible. Renters will do
basic clean up which will be checked by a staff member. Security deposits will be required. Seasonal
wages were not included in the bottom line. Mr. Ariniello doesn’t foresee any seasonal employees.
There will be a rotation of lifeguards between the two seasonal waterfronts and the community center.
Front desk administrative duties will be shared with Parks & Recreation, whose traffic and work load
picks up in the summer. This will be covered by two part time staff. A $15,000 grant and a $5,000
private donation was received for the Community Café. Mr. Ariniello is working with the Town
Purchasing Agent as well as Carl Samuelson, Director of Parks and the schools to see if they can bulk
order supplies. Expenses for community events will cover the cost of police for the grand opening, open
houses and ribbon cuttings. Mr. Ariniello thinks marketing expenses will decrease after the first year.
First Selectman Rosenthal stated many people are confusing the senior center with the community
center. $18/month for seniors is for the pool and classes offered at night to serve active seniors. Mr.
Ariniello will be speaking to Nunnawauk and other senior groups to explain membership. There will be
a childcare service, a few days a week, for parents on premises, using the facility. Selectman Capeci
appreciates the veterans discount but suggested limiting the amount of discounts to certain classes of
people so that everyone gets the best price possible. He noted the non-resident rates are close to the
resident rates. Mr. Ariniello said idea behind that was to drive membership. There was a lot of research
into other facilities, whose gym component is a huge expense. Also, the committee wanted to honor the
GE gift to the residents. The community center will work collaboratively with the Edmond Town Hall,
saying that each offering event space will keep more people in town. Selectman Crick Owen moved to
approve the Newtown Community Center Committee proposed 2019-20 revenue & expenses dated
April 1, 2019 with discretion to the committee on discounts and anything discussed at this meeting.
Selectman Capeci seconded. All in favor.

ADD TO THE AGENDA: Selectman Crick Owen moved to add the Community Center to the list of
buildings approved for the consumption of alcohol. Selectman Capeci seconded. First Selectman
Rosenthal stated currently the Municipal Center and the Edmond Town Hall are on the list. ITnsurance
will be required. Mr. Ariniello said that pool doors will be locked during parties with alcohol. All in

favor.

Selectman Crick Owen moved to add the Community Center to the list of town buildings to allow
alcohol. Selectman Capeci seconded. All in favor.

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion and possible action:

1. Grant Assignment Certification — Elderly and Disable Demand Responsive Municipal
Grant Program: Selectman Crick Owen moved to authorize Daniel C. Rosenthal to sign the
grant application under the State o Connecticut 13b-38bb Elderly and Disabled Demand
Responsive Municipal Grant Program (MGP) and assign the grant apportionment from the State
program to Housatonic Area Regional Transit District. Selectman Capeci seconded. All in

favor.
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Fair Housing Officer Resolution: Selectman Crick Owen moved that the Town of Newtown
hereby names Kimberly Chiapetta, Economic and Community Development & Fairfield Hills
Coordinator, as the Fair Housing Officer for the Town of Newtown. Selectman Capeci
seconded. All in favor.

Fair Housing Resolution: Selectman Crick Owen moved the Fair Housing Resolution (att.)
Selectman Capeci seconded. All in favor,
Appointments/Reappointments/Vacancies/Openings: Selectman Crick Owen moved the
appointments/re-appointments as reflected on the attached 4/15/19 document. Selectman
Capeci seconded. All in favor.

Driveway Bond Release/Extension: none.

Tax Refunds: Selectman Crick Owen moved the April 15, 2019, 2018/19 Refund #16 in the
amount of $2,140.67. Selectman Capeci seconded. All in favor.

YOTER COMMENTS: none.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: An offer has been made to a Human Services Director; First Selectman
Rosenthal will provide more information after the pre-employment screening,

EXECUTIVE SESSION: there was no executive session held.

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business the regular Board of Selectmen meeting adjourned
at 8:30p.m.

Att: Hoseye Coach Road Overview, 4/15/19; Newtown Community Center Committee April 1, 2019
presentation; Fair Housing Resolution; Appointments/Re-appointments;

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Marcinek, Clerk
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Meagahn Moody

16 Hoseye Coach Road
Sandy Hook, CT 06482
moody.meagahn@gmail.com

Hoseye Coach Road Overview
Summary:

Hoseye Coach Road is a mostly improved road in Sandy Hook,
except for a short 2/10™ of a mile dirt segment sandwiched
between two, paved subdivisions. This island of dirt, or mud or ice,
requires constant maintenance and often leaves slippery, icy and
dangerous driving and pedestrian conditions.

The Town of Newtown has evaded their responsibility since they
approved the subdivisions on either end of the road. They have
continually employed stall tactics, and budget constraints to avoid
improvement. Even after | deeded land to the town in 2014 to
provide ample setbacks to improve the road, the Town of
Newtown has not completed the task.

Selectman Rosenthal is currently promoting a road budget, with
plans to address all dirt roads in town. If experience is any
indicator, | fear that Hoseye Coach Road will likely be descoped
from the plan.

| am here tonight to implore you to take the necessary action to
make the paving of Hoseye Coach Road an imperative for the
2019/2020 budget year.

Background:

In 2002 the end of the Hoseye Coach that connect with Old Mill
Road was all dirt. There was a public hearing when Blakeman
construction wanted to increase his subdivision (The end of Hoseye
Coach that connects with Marlin Road) from 14 to 17 houses. This
would require a breakthrough of the then dead-end road. The
public sentiment did not approve the change and a temporary
barrier was installed at the end of the dirt road.

e Between 2005/2006, one of the Subdivision developers
removed the temporary barrier to ease trucks to his job
sites, and it was never replaced.

e [n 2008, | contacted the town because of increasing traffic
on a one lane dirt road section. Public Works asks for
resident signatures.

e In 2010, | contact Selectwoman Pat Llodra, and work with
her on the road issues.

e In 2014, it is finally determined that the town does not have setbacks to improve the road.




e |n 2014, | deeded land to the town of Newtown for conditional improvement in the road. Selectwoman Pat
Llodra verbally promises me a 2-year improvement (year one for widening, year two for paving)

e Road is finally widened by July 2017. Llodra is leaving office, does not respond to my phone calls or emails.

e Fred Hurley says it will be “considered, no promises that it will be included in the 18/19 budget”.

e February 2018, after meeting with Selectman Rosenthal, he emails that the road will have to be prioritized with
all projects by Fred Hurley and he cannot provide guidance to residents until that is completed.

e January 2019, Derek Bell contacts Pubic Works, is asked for a letter with resident signatures (same tactic as

2008).

Hoseye Coach Road Timeline

Year
2000
April 2002

April 2002

2002

2005/2006

2007

Fall 2008

2009

2010

August 2010

September 2010

Staius

2 houses exist on a dead end road
Public Hearing, Blakeman Construction
proposed 17 lot subdivision on Hoseye
Coach Road requires breaking through
one lane road.

Selectman Herb Rosenthal
recommends temporary blockade be
placed at the end of the road
preventing through traffic.

Blakeman end of Hoseye Coach Road is
cleared and paved. Unpaved cul-de-sac
was created at the end of dirt road
portion.

Hoseye Coach Estates subdivision
constructed. The temporary blockade
was removed during construction and
never replaced.

3 Houses constructed on Blakeman end
of Hoseye Coach, plus my new home at
16 Hoseye Coach Road.

Traffic increases, and | contacted Public
Works, David Bratz. He asks that | get
signatures to ensure the neighborhood
supports paving.

Mr. Bratz “it doesn’t look good, poor
economy.”

Fred Hurly Public Works Director has
no recollection of this issue, can |
resubmit the petition, ask the police to
install speed signs.

| contact Selectwoman Pat Llodra and
document the situation. She orders a
traffic study/safety assessment to
understand the traffic flow

Site visit conducted by Ms. Llodra and
Mr. Hurley. Received email that “the
public works dept will determine the
process and costs to upgrade the

road. It will then be entered into

Notes

Traffic exceed ho more than 4-5 cars per day
Public turnout is high, residents support keeping
the road a dead end closed to through traffic.

14 lot subdivision approved.

Minimal traffic at this time, no houses completed
on either end of Hoseye Coach.

Traffic increasing as the neighborhood grows.

Petition submitted with signatures of all but 2
residents of the road

An average of 80 cars per day were counted for
the 15 houses that were then on the road.



September/October
2011

2012-2014

June 24, 2014

July = November
2014

January 23, 2014

June to August
2016

September 2016

February 2, 2017

the road work list which ultimately is
sorted by priority.”

Town determines they do not have
enough setbacks to allow them to
improve the road. If the town had a
right of way, Ron Bolmer estimates
that realignment, widening drainage
and paving could cost approximately
$300,000. He is confident that the
town could manage the realignment
and widening with its own force if we
could provide the right of way.
Trying to determine how the Moody’s
could provide a “right of way”. Town
has land surveyed.

The Moody'’s sign land over to the
town of Newtown, contingent to
improvement to Hoseye Coach Road.

Monthly calls and emails to Public
Works were ignored. After engaging
Selectwoman Llodra, Fred Hurley
responded that the utility poles have to
be moved by AT&T, and that would not
be done until the spring 2015. No work
could be done until that happened.
2-Car accident blocks roadway

New telephone pole finally installed,
wires moved and old one removed by
utility companies,

Met with Public Works Director Fred
Hurley, he verbally promises that his
crew will widen the road by June 2017
Fred Hurley writes in an email, “With
that completed (New Lebbon Road),
then and only then will we start to look
at Hoseye Coach. That is the best

The town was unable to do most of the widening
work, had to contract services for tree removal
and other work.

The only way for the Moody's to do this was to
deed my land to the town

Selectwoman Pat Llodra verbally promises the
Moody’s that the road will be improved over a 2
year period. Year 1 will be widening, year 2 will be
paving.
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June/ July 2017

January 22, 2018

January 3, 2019

March 15, 2019

April 15, 2019

information | can supply at this time.
This is not a promise that it will
definitely be in the 18-19 budget but |
can promise that it will be considered
for that budget.

Widening is finally complete.

Met with new Selectman Dan
Rosenthal.

He listens to the background, makes no
promises.

Derek Bell contacts Fred Hurly @
Highway Department, he recommends
a letter signed by all residents.

Dan Rosenthal via email “I was able to
get an estimate of what it would cost
to pave the road, which is +/-

$100k. Over the next several weeks
DPW is going to make an assessment of
the roads (which would include Hoseye
Coach) and finalize the road work plan
for the next budget year beginning July
1. As with last year, | will likely present
the plan to the public at a Board of
Selectmen meeting in May. For the
budget, | am requesting a total road
budget of $3m, which is presently
under the review of the Legislative
Council and assuming it moves forward
it will ultimately go to the voters on
April 23rd.”
https://www.change.org/p/daniel-
rosenthal-paving-hoseye-coach-road

Selectman change in Newtown, all
communication stops from Selectwoman Llodra
It is apparent that the project has reached a dead
end.

Exactly the same tactic used by the Highway
Department in 2008.

While efforts are appreciated to improve all of the
dirt roads in town, it is clear that Hoseye Coach
Road is in a different category. This road is one
where the Town of Newtown allowed 2 separate
subdivisions to be completed, with the developers
improving the roads in front of those houses. This
leaves a 2/10" of a mile island of dirt between
two wide, paved subdivision roads. The town of
Newtown has been evading their responsibility to
create a safe, maintainable road for all residents
of the area.

49 residents have signed the petition
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NEWTOWN MUNICIPAL CENTER DANIEL ROSENTHAL

3 PRIMROSE STREET FIRST SELECTMAN
NEWTOWN, CONNECTICUT 06470
TEL. (203) 270-4201
FAX (203) 270-4205
TOWN OF NEWTOWN
OFFICE OF THE FIRST SELECTMAN
FAIR HOUSING RESOLUTION
TOWN OF NEWTOWN
Whereas, All persons are afforded a right to full and equal housing opportunities in the neighborhood of their choice;
and
Whereas, Federal Fair Housing laws require that all individuals, regardless of race, color, religion, sex, handicap,

familial status or national origin, be given equal access to all housing-related opportunities, including rental
and home ownership opporfunities, and be allowed to make free choices regarding housing location; and

Whereas, Connecticut Fair Housing laws require that all individuals, regardless of race, creed, color, national origin,
ancestry, sex, marital status, age, lawful sources of income, familial status, learning disability, physical or
mental disability, sexual orientation, be given equal access to all housing-related opportunities, including
rental and home ownership opportunities, and be allowed to make free choices regarding housing location;
and

Whereas, The Town of Newtown is committed to upholding these laws and realizes that these laws must be
supplemented by an Affirmative Statement publicly endorsing the right of all people to full and equal housing
opportunities in the neighborhood of their choice.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,
That the Town of Newtown hereby endorses a Fair Housing Policy to ensure equal opportunity for all persons
to rent, purchase and obtain financing and enjoy all other housing related services of their choice on a non-
discriminatory basis as provided by state and federal law; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
That the Economic and Community Development & Fairfield Hills Coordinator, Kimberly Chiappetta, is
responsible for responding to and assisting any person who alleges to be the victim of illegal discriminatory
housing practices in the Town of Newtown and for advising such person of the right to file a complaint with
the State of Connecticut Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities (CHRO) or the US Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) or to seek assistance from the CT Fair Housing Center, legal
servicés of other fair housing organizations to protect his or her right to equal housing opportunities.

AL CH
VieTioNSA

\r
Mayre

Adopted by the Town of Newtown on April 15, 2019






BOARD OF SELECTMEN - April 15, 2019

APPOINTMENTS:

Board of Ethics, alt.
(D) Aaron Perkus, 38 Hanover Rd.

Commission on Aging, alt.
(U) Cris Carvalho, 5 Sunset Hill Rd.

Bike & Trail Committee
(D) Greg Ritzinger, 13 Winding Brook Rd.

RE-APPOINTMENTS

Animal Control Officer
Carolee Mason

Assistant Animal Control Officer
Helen Wigzell
Suada Likovic

to fill vacancy to expire 01/06/20

to fill vacancy to expire 01/06/20

no term

04/17/19 — 04/17/20

04/17/19 — 04/17/20
04/17/19 — 04/17/20






