Board of Selectmen
January 21, 2020

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN

The Board of Selectmen held a regular meeting Tuesday, January 21, 2020, in the Council Chamber of
Newtown Municipal Center, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown. First Selectman Rosenthal called the meeting to

order at 7:30p.m.

PRESENT: First Selectman Daniel C. Rosenthal, Selectman Maureen Crick Owen and Selectman Jeff Capeci.

ALSO PRESENT: Robert Tait, Finance Director; Chief Viadero, Senator Tony Hwang, one member of the public
and one member of the press.

YOTER COMMENTS: none.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: Selectman Crick Owen moved to accept the minutes of January 6, 2020 as
presented. Selectman Capeci seconded. All in favor.

COMMUNICATIONS: The First Selectman extended an invitation to the Legislative Council and Board of
Finance to attend the Board of Selectmen budget deliberations and ask questions of any presenting departments or

agencies.
FINANCE DIRECTORS REPORT: none.

NEW BUSINESS
Discussion and possible action:
1. First Selectman FY 2020-2021 Budget Presentation: First Selectman Rosenthal noted that the plan is

to cut back on bonding to reallocate the debt service related to bonding and jump start the capital non-
recurring account. Capital requests will continue to receive disciplined review. He feels the budget strikes
the right balance. The departmental increases are less than the rate of inflation; including contractual
obligations. Mr. Tait gave the board an overview of the budget book (att.) including the table of contents,
the First Selectman Proposed Budget Presentation, a summary of expenditures, and a list of department
requests vs. First Selectman proposed. There are additional operational costs relating to the new Senior
Center and new Police buildings. The total budget increase is 2.45%; the budget increase without capital
road increase of $250,000 is 1.86%. In 2007 there was $2 million in the operational budget for roads, with no
bonding. There are no new positions requested in this budget. Mr. Tait reported the revenue side is stable
and he expects an increase in the grand list. The embedded increase in Parks & Recreation, due to a town
internal lease, is 2.84%. The eco boost engine pricing of police vehicles is unknown. Seasonal employee
wages will increase by 10% due to the minimum wage increase. The Police and Parks & Recreation union
contracts are expiring in 2020.

2. Proposed Resolution Opposing Tolls in Connecticut: Senator Tony Hwang was present to express
support of the Legislative Council unanimous and bi partisan approach to the No Tolls Resolution. He
emphasized this was a focus on the wellbeing of public safety, as well as traffic density, addressing what is
in the best interest of the residents of Newtown. First Selectman Rosenthal said the biggest concern is the
implication on the local budget. Newtown is one of twelve, or so, towns that will have a toll gantry. He
feels, from a health, welfare and safety prospective, this needs to be done for the benefit of our residents.
Selectman Capeci thinks the board should be opposed to tolls generally and suggested language
modifications. He feels that once gantries are built it’s just a matter of a similar bill to make it applicable to
passenger vehicles. Tolls will indirectly, adversely affect the cost of living in Newtown, due to increases in
cost of freight. Selectman Crick Owen moved to approve the resolution opposing tolls in Connecticut, as
provided by the First Selectman. Selectman Capeci seconded. Selectman Capeci moved to amend the
motion as described in hand out. Selectman Crick Owen seconded for discussion. From an elected official
point of view the Selectmen role is local budget, health and safety. There is a concern around the trucks only
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proposal and a question of what happens next. Selectman Crick Owen suggested the language modification
should address the tolls only. Senator Hwang stated that the message being sent by the Legislative Council
and the Board of Selectmen is very powerful and requested the resolution be passed as is. Selectman Capeci
questioned paragraph 3. All in favor of the amendment. All in favor of the main motion. (Resolution, with
modifications, attached).

3. Appointments/Reappointments/Vacancies/Openings: Selectman Crick Owen moved the re-appointments
and appointment as reflected on attached document dated January 21, 2020. (att.). Selectman Capeci seconded.
All in favor. First Selectman Rosenthal noted that he will be meeting with Brid Craddock, Chair of the Bike &
Trails Committee and will ask the committee to present to the Board of Selectmen sometime after the budget
meetings are finished.

4. Driveway Bond Release/Extension: none,

5. Tax Refunds: Selectman Crick Owen moved to approve the January 21, 2020, 2019/20 Refund #11

in the amount of $5,354.18. Selectman Capeci seconded. All in favor.

VOTER COMMENTS: none.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: First Selectman Rosenthal thanked Bob Tait for the time and effort spent on preparing
the budget for presentation.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Selectman Crick Owen moved to enter executive session to discuss lepal matters
pertaining to the strategy and negotiations with respect to potential litication concerning design, construction
and management of the Community Center/Senior Center and invited Robert Tait to attend. Selectman Capeci
seconded. All in favor. Executive session was entered into at 8:27pm. The Board of Selectmen returned to

regular session at 9:19pm with no action taken.

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business the regular Board of Selectmen meeting adjourned at
9:19p.m.

Attachments: First Selectman Proposed 2020-2021 budget; summary of expenditures by object; Department
requests vs. First Selectman Proposed 2020-2021 Budget; Resolution Opposing Tolls in Connecticut;

Appointments/Reappointments

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Marcinek, Clerk
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Daniel C. Rosenthal

Newtown Municipal Center
First Selectman

3 Primrose Street

Newtown, Connecticut 06470
Tel. (203) 270-4201

Fax (203) 270-4205
first.selectman@newtown-ct.gov

Wwww.newtown-ct.gov TOWN OF NEWTOWN
OFFICE OF THE FIRST SELECTMAN

Resolution Opposing Tolls in Connecticut
Board of Selectmen, Town of Newtown, CT

Whereas, the Governor and many members of the State Legislature have signaled support for the placement of tolls
on Connecticut’s major roadways, including one on -84 in Newtown;

Whereas, Newtown’s legislative delegation has expressed bipartisan opposition to the placement of tolls on

Connecticut’s major roadways;

Whereas, many of the residents of Newtown use these roadways each day for work, family obligations and pleasure,

including many of the 85% of employed Newtown residents who work in other communities;

Whereas, the implementation of tolls may result in a significant amount of traffic on Newtown’s roads as drivers

attempt to avoid the cost burden, including:

1.  Adramatic increase in the number of tractor-trailer trucks and heavy-duty commercial vehicles traveling our
local roads and encroaching on our scenic New England community, negatively impacting the Town’s character
and atmosphere;

2. A dramatic rise in tractor-trailer trucks and heavy-duty commercial vehicles subjecting streets to increased
damage, maintenance and repair costs resulting in increased tax burden on Newtown citizens;

3. The crowding of secondary roads, an increase in traffic accidents, and disruption of pedestrian and bicyclist
enjoyment in and around the road affected;

4, The crowding of Sandy Hook Center, the area around Exit 11, Newtown High School, Glen Road and Church Hill
Road, resulting in harmful impacts on efforts to improve those areas;

5. Traffic congestion from increased vehicles and accidents delaying response times for emergency personnel,
causing significant safety concerns and compromising the standards of safety care;

6. Discouraging retail establishments and shopping, putting our valued local businesses at a competitive
disadvantage, and increasing costs while degrading convenience for residents, neighbors, and visitors;

7. Significant downward pressure on local real estate values, as the increased traffic on local roads makes
Newtown a less attractive town for homebuyers, developers, and business OWners;

Now therefore be it resolved, the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Newtown is concerned about the additional
financial weight tolls would add to the burden residents already carry.

Be it further resolved, the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Newtown is concerned about the unintended
consequences of shifting commercial traffic onto local roads and its impact on the quality of life for our residents, and
as such it is opposed to the placement of tolling gantries in Newtown and urges its elected representatives in the State
Legislature to continue to oppose any measure that would negatively affect Newtown’s residents and roadways,

including tolls.

Finally be it further resolved, that the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Newtown does hereby submit this
resolution to the Governor of the State of Connecticut and the Connecticut General Assembly.



7 BOARD OF SELECTMEN — January 21, 2020

RE-APPOINTMENT:

Employee Medical Benefits Board
(U) James O’Sullivan, 54 Butterfield Rd.
(D) Andrew Paley (alternate), 11 Rose La., SH

Constable
(R) R.M Giannettino, 18 Chestnut Hill Rd., SH

Conservation
(D) Mark Lurie, 131 Hanover Rd.

Lake Lillinonah Authority
(U) Richard Johnson, 96 Castle Hill Rd.

Lake Zoar Authority
(U) Robert Mouchantat, 22 Underhill Rd., SH

Pension Board
(R) Patrick Burke, 50 Charter Ridge Dr.

Sustainable Energy Commission
(U) David Stout, 9 Grand Place

APPOINTMENTS:

Bike & Trail Committee
(R) David Irving, 26 Valley View Rd.

Board of Ethics, alt.
(D) Neal DeYoung, 9 Gopher Rd.

01/06/20 — 01/06/23
01/06/20 — 01/06/23

01/06/20 — 01/06/22
12/31/19- 12/31/23

01/06/20 — 01/06/23
01/06/20 — 01/06/23
01/06/20 — 01/06/22

01/06/20 — 01/06/23

filling a vacancy; no term

01/06/20 — 01/06/24






