Board of Selectmen
February 3, 2020

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN

The Board of Selectmen held a regular meeting Monday, February 3, 2020, in the Council Chamber of
Newtown Municipal Center, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown. First Selectman Rosenthal called the meeting

to order at 7:30p.m.

PRESENT: First Selectman Daniel C. Rosenthal, Selectman Maureen Crick Owen and Selectman Jeff Capeci.

ALSO PRESENT: Robert Tait, Finance Director, Legislative Council members Dan Wiedemann and
Phil Carroll and one member of the press.

VOTER COMMENTS: none.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: Selectman Crick Owen moved to accept the meeting minutes of 1/30/20.
Selectman Capeci seconded noting under the Edmond Town Hall presentation the word ‘years’ was left out of
the following portion: The board believes it will take at least five years.... First Selectman Rosenthal also
pointed out that the agendas and minutes of 1/23/20 and 1/27/20 reported the budget year as 2019-2020; they
should be corrected to 2020-2021. All in favor of the minutes as amended.

COMMUNICATIONS: none.
FINANCE DIRECTORS REPORT: none.

OLD BUSINESS
Discussion and possible action:
1. Board of Selectmen FY 2020-2021 budget
Discussion and possible action: Selectman Crick Owen moved to approve the Selectmen FY 2020-2021

budget in the amount of $43.211,959 with the understanding Bob Tait, Finance Director, has the authority to
make rounding corrections. Selectmen Capeci seconded. First Selectman Rosenthal suggested increasing the
Fire training budget, from $63,000 to $71,500; most of the training funding is used in the spring. He also
requested $3,300 be added to Sandy Hook Fire insurance due to a corresponding reduction in capital, compared
to last year. Going forward insurance and capital should be separated to make it easier to track. Mr. Tait is
looking into what types of insurance payments the fire companies are making; the town may be able to take
on certain types of payments. It would only be done if there was a budgetary savings. Selectman Crick Owen
noted the Fire Marshall requested a new vehicle, which was not approved. The Fire budget includes striping,
lights and siren for the new vehicle; that amount should be reduced. Turn out gear will be purchased with
capital non-recurring or FEMA. A grant for Sandy Hook turn out gear didn’t come through this year.
Selectman Crick Owen suggested leaving the Library and Parks & Recreation budget as presented by the First
Selectmen. Selectman Capeci suggested Parks & Recreation have a plan for replacing capital, defining what
they want to replace. Selectman Crick Owen suggested the Edgework and American Red Cross evaluations
be done every other year. First Selectman Rosenthal stated there was a lot of constructive feedback from the
American Red Cross. Selectman Capeci feels the budget is reasonable. Any decrease in capital is important
this year because there are added facilities; it is a same services budget, allowing for a better handle on some
capital needs. Selectman Crick Owen moved to amend the Fire budget by reducing capital by $4,000, adding
$8.500 to dues, travel and education for a total of $71,500, adding $3,300 to insurance, making the insurance
total $71,200 for a total Fire budget of $1.439.950 and a total bottom line budget of $43.219,759 (att.).
Selectman Capeci seconded. All in favor. Relative to the main motion, all were in favor.
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Board of Selectmen
February 3, 2020

NEW BUSINESS
Discussion and possible action:
1. Appointments/Reappointments/Vacancies/Openings: Selectman Crick Owen moved to appoint

Louis Jay Mattegat (R) as a Constable for a term to expire 01/06/22/6/22. Selectman Capeci seconded.
All in favor.

2. Driveway Bond Release/Extension: none.

3. Tax Refunds: none.

VOTER COMMENTS: Dan Wiedemann spoke about leveling out Parks & Recreation expenditures for
capital by putting away a certain amount of money each year in capital non-recurring, as has been done
with computers and Public Works. First Selectman Rosenthal stated the challenge with Parks &
Recreation is the internal leases. There is now only one internal lease. Mr. Tait said another challenge is
whether an appropriation is in the department or capital non-recurring it still increases the general fund
budget. He thinks a ten year capital plan for Parks & Recreation would be beneficial, with existing
equipment age, a plan and photos with fields to associate the equipment with acreage. Mr. Tait believes
this is a good idea for Parks & Recreation and Department of Public Works.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: The next Board of Selectmen meeting will be on Feb. 18 in the Lecture Hall and
will include discussion on possible options for Fairfield Hills.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Legal Matters: Strategy and negotiations with respect to potential litigation
concerning design, construction and management of the Community Center/Senior Center.

There was no executive session

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business the regular Board of Selectmen meeting adjourned at
8:08p.m.

Attachments: Amendment to the BOS proposed 2020-2021 budget

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Marcinek, Clerk
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