Board of Selectmen
January 19, 2021

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN

The Board of Selectmen held a regular meeting Tuesday, January 19, 2021. The meeting was held in the
Council Chamber at the Newtown Municipal Center. First Selectman Rosenthal called the meeting to order
at 7:34 p.m.

PRESENT: First Selectman Daniel C. Rosenthal, Selectman Maureen Crick Owen and Selectman Jeff Capeci
ALSO PRESENT: Finance Director Robert Tait.

VOTER COMMENTS: none.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: Selectman Crick Owen moved to accept the regular meeting minutes
January 4, 2021. Selectman Capeci seconded. All in favor.

COMMUNICATIONS: none.
FINANCE DIRECTORS REPORT: none.

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion and possible action:

1. Charter Revision: The Board of Selectmen discussed thoughts and ideas on various areas of the Charter,
relative to the upcoming Charter Revision, including clarification on language relative to land acquisition
and disposition. Section 6-35 should separate special and emergency appropriations, which are now linked.
If there is no impact to the taxpayer items should not have to go to referendum. Section 6-40, create a dollar
amount, or if there is no impact, grants or gifts should not have to go through the major bodies. Relative to
transfers internal transfers up to an agreed amount were discussed. First Selectman Rosenthal thinks the
Town Manager/Town Administrator concept should be evaluated. Selectman Capeci would like section 2-
32(a) reviewed with consideration to changing the 45 days to fill a vacancy to 60-90 days. Section 4-05(8)
shouldn’t specify five years for the CIP. Mr. Tait said that a five year CIP with a five year projection still
gives flexibility. Rating agencies looks at policies. Section 2-05 eligibility, what is the Buildings Appeals
Board? The Police Commission should include that it is also considered to be the civilian oversight board.
Selectman Crick Owen asked if anything needs to be added to the Lake Authority section as it involves
members from other towns. There was discussion on appointed officials. The Charter indicates some don’t
have to live in town, some indicate they do and some don’t mention it at all. The Purchasing Authority is the
Finance Director and the First Selectman. The Board of Education follows the purchasing policy; the
purchasing agent works for both the Town and the Board of Education. For boards that have their own bi
laws it should state that should there be any conflict with the Charter or Statute the State Statute or Charter
should prevail.

2. First Selectman FY 2021-2022 Budget Presentation: Mr. Tait presented the First Selectman Proposed
Budget, 2021-2022 (att.). The department request represented a 3.16% reduced to 2.24% by the First
Selectman. Without the $250,000 proposed increase in capital roads the First Selectman proposed budget
would be 1.66%. There is only one staffing change, part time public building maintenance to focus across
the town’s building inventory. $250,000 of capital items were reduced in the current budget. Capital will
increase by $377,234 in the 2021-22. Last year P&R Capital was reduced by $56,875, this year request
included $28,000 P&R capital equipment. Last year Highway Capital was reduced by $68,000, this year
request includes $65,000 for a transfer station hook truck. The P&R mower will reduce contractual services
by $22,000. Mr. Tait reviewed the budget book, table of contents, functions by department and budget
detail. Increases in the police budget reflect costs for drug and mental health testing mandated through the
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police accountability bill. First Selectman Rosenthal noted Peter Wlasuk was sworn in as a new police
officer and immediately began the academy. A retired NYPD officer was hired as a certified officer. Chief
Viadero hopes to have one more hire in order to get them into the next academy and be ready when the next
two retirements occur in the summer. An increase in the fire budget includes replacing an obsolete reporting
system. The present curbside recycling program remains in the budget. Recent bids, which came in high,
will be rejected. Of the eleven towns in the HRRA service area, Newtown is the only one with curbside
pick-up. There is an increase in the Parent Connection budget. A number of 12/14 family foundations use
space in the building; funding from donations will run out in September. There is budget flexibility in the
P&R budget to do repair and maintenance at the skate park; some items may be under warrantee. Planning
for a frisbee golf course at Treadwell Park can be covered with the donation fund. The library has a decent
fund balance that can be used for some maintenance items. DPW, P&R, Police, Fire and the Edmond Town
Hall Board of Managers will be invited to discuss their budgets. Selectman Crick Owen requested that the
Community Center present to the Board, not necessarily during the budget process.

3. Appointments/Reappointments/Vacancies/Openings: none.

4. Driveway Bond Release/Extension: none.

5. Tax Refunds: Selectman Crick Owen moved to accept Refund #11, 2020/21 in the amount of $2,397.54.
Selectman Capeci seconded. All in favor.

VOTER COMMENTS: none.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Thursday, 1/28, BOS meeting may be cancelled.

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business the regular Board of Selectmen meeting adjourned at
9:01 p.m.

Att.: First Selectman Proposed Budget Presentation

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Marcinek, Clerk
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