Board of Selectmen
May 1, 2017

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF SELECMTEN

The Board of Selectmen heid a regular meeting Monday, May 1, 2017 in the Council Chamber of the Newtown
Municipal Center, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown. First Selectman Llodra called the meeting to order at 7:05m.

PRESENT: First Selectman Llodra, Selectman William F.L. Rodgers, Selectman Herbert C. Rosenthal.
ALSO PRESENT: Finance Director Robert Tait, one member of the public and one member of the press.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: Selectman Rodeers moved to accept the minutes of the 4/3/17 as presented
and the minutes of the special meeting of 4/26/17. Selectman Rosenthal seconded. All in favor.

VOTER COMMENTS: Michelle Ku, 28 Platts Hill Road voiced concern over the process for CIP projects
and Legislative Council action relative to appropriations (att.) First Selectman Llodra said there have been
questions raised about process and the town attorney will be at the May 15 Selectmen meeting to address those
questions.

COMMUNCIATIONS: First Selectman Llodra shared an email relative to the special appropriation process
from Selectman Rosenthal, as well as two emails from residents regarding the community center (att.). The
minutes from the 4/28 meeting with the design team, the community center advisory group and the senior
center advisory group will be posted 5/2. First Selectman Llodra said the target reporting date for the design
team to return to the Selectmen is May 15. Waters Construction, Co. is pursuing Center Earth, LLC for money
owed relative to the Hawleyville Sewer Extension. Selectran Rosenthal said that he has had people question
him about DPM. First Selectman Llodra reported that she has communicated with STV/DPM, relative to the
community center project, that the town is ready to carry the project forward internally and no longer need
consultative services. STV/DPM is currently working with the Board of Education on the high school
auditorium and closing out the Sandy Hook School project.

FINANCE DIRECTORS REPORT: Mr. Tait presented the Town of Newtown Monthly Performance Flash
~ March 2017 (att.) and the Selectmen year to date budget summary (att.).

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion and possible action:

1. Policy Governing Use of Native Plants on Town Owned Properties: This topic was not discussed.

2. Transfer: Mr. Tait reported a building department vehicle was taken out of service due to a rotted frame.
This vehicle was fifth on the list to be replaced (att.). Mr. Tait also shared a document on the Town
Contingency Account (att.). Selectman Rodgers the $25.500 transfer from Contingency (1-101-24-570-
2899-0000) to Transfer Qut — Capital Non-Recurring (1-101-25-860-5870-0000). Selectman Rosenthal
seconded. All in favor.

3. Transfer: Selectman Rosenthal moved the $75.000 transfer from Contingency (1-101-24-570-5899.
0000} to Transfer Qut — Capital Non-Recurring (1-101-25-860-5870-0000). Selectman Rodgers seconded.
Mr. Tait explained the transfer, which relates to the Legislative Council action to reduce capital non-
recurring, is to be made up through Contingency. Most non-recurring is committed to internal leases, All
in favor

4. HART Transportation Certificates: Selectman Rosenthal moved to authorize the First Selectman to
sign the Grant Assignment Certification relative to the Town participating in a consolidated application
for State of Connecticut ]13b-38bb Elderly and Disabled Demand Responsive Municipal Grant Program

through the Housatonic Area Regional Transit District, assigning its grant apportionment from the State

program to the Housatonic Area Regional Transit District, who will coordinate the operation of service.
Selectman Rodgers seconded. All in favor. Rec'd. for Record 5 , 7z 20 V3
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5. Appointments/Reappointments/Vacancies/Openings: Selectman Rodgers moved to appoint Nick
Roussas (R) to the Economic Development Commission for a term to expire on Jan. 6. 2019. Selectman

Rosenthal seconded. All in favor.

6. Driveway Bond Release/Extension: Selectman Rosenthal moved the release of a driveway bond for
A&M Building & Land, LLC, 14 Taunton Lane, M6, B4, 120, Lot B in the amount of 31.000. Selectman
Rodgers seconded. All in favor.

7. Tax Abatements: Selectman Rodgers moved the 2017 Tax Abatements in the amount of $112.821.23.
Selectman Rosenthal seconded. All in favor.

8. Tax Refunds: Selectman Rosenthal moved the April 2017 refunds. no. 15, in the amount of $3.009.59
and the May 2017 refunds. no. 16, in the amount of $38.168.15. Selectman Rodgers seconded. All in
favor.

VOTER COMMENTS: none.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: The Connor House on Main Street was auctioned off for $65,000. Three local
contractors came together to bid. The next step is for the court to approve the bid, a process that typically
takes a couple of months. There was a $38,000 +/- town lien; the difference will go to the owner.

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business the regular Board of Sclectmen meeting was adjourned at
8:20pm.

Susan Marcinek, clerk
Attachments: M. Ku letter 5/1/17; H. Rosenthal email 4/27/17; M. Jitsukawa email, 4/21/17; K. Metzker

email, 4/25/17; TON FIA report, March 2017; BOS YTD budget summary, 4/26/17; Car Pool; Contingency
account



Michelle Embree Ku
28 Platts Hill Rd.
Newtown, CT 06470

May 1, 2017

Newtown Board of Selectman
3 Primrose St.
Newtown, CT 06470

Dear Mrs. Llodra, Mr. Rodgers and Mr. Rosenthal,

We are all thankful that the referendum items passed last week’s test. As you know, because of
the uncertainty of the state budget, Newtown is still left open to circumstances which could
require Special Appropriations to be made. In looking at these scenarios, I am left wondering if,
by sending lower cost Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) to referendum, the Legislative
Council’s authority has been unintentionally limited more than required by the

Charter. Specifically:

Why are any CIP items that are under $1.5M going to referendum?
And why is the Legislative Council limiting itself to $3M in appropriations for CIP items?

If my understanding of the Town Charter is correct, CIP items up to $1.5M should be approved
or rejected by the Legislative Council, regardless of the cumulative amount of the items.

Specifically, the language of the Charter indicates the following:
Special Appropriations are separate from CIP items:

6-35 (a) A "Special Appropriation" is any appropriation of additional funds made during
a fiscal year that is supplemental to an adopted Town Budget or capital project. An
"Emergency Appropriation” is an appropriation required for an unforeseen or
extraordinary event or threat to public health, safety, or welfare. The Board of Finance
shall make a recommendation regarding a proposed Special Appropriation, but such a
recommendation is not required for an Emergency Appropriation.

Section 6-20(e), “Preparation of the Proposed Town Budget by the Legislative Council,”
refers to individual CIP projects:

6-20 (e) If the Legislative Council approves a project in the Capital Improvement Plan
for appropriation and funding for an amount that exceeds the Legislative Council’s
authority, as established in Subsection 6-35(¢), the Legislative Council shall use its best



efforts to have the appropriation for the project added to the ballot for the Annual Town
Budget Referendum.

Section 6-35(e), which is referenced in 6-20(e), limits the appropriation for any one
purpose. The section goes on to describe a cumulative amount for a fiscal year, but this
cumulative amount appears to be specific to Special and Emergency Appropriations,
and does not include CIP items:

6-35 (e) The Legislative Council shall have the power

to make Special and Emergency Appropriations, in an amount not in excess of
$1,500,000 for any one purpose during a fiscal year. Said amount shall be cumulative
during the fiscal year as to all appropriations related to said purpose. The total of Special
and Emergency Appropriations made by the Legislative Council for all purposes
during a fiscal year shall not exceed an amount equal to one mil on the most recently
completed Grand List.

Contrary to 6-35(e), by including CIP items as part of the Legislative Council's cumulative
annual limit of one mil for appropriations, the Legislative Council's ability to make Special
Appropriations or Emergency Appropriations is essentially hobbled. The annual CIP spending
alone is consistently much more than one mil. Under the current practice, the Legislative Council
will be left having to choose between using its authority to appropriate money for CIP items or
maintaining its ability to deal with financial challenges such as the one we see from the State this
year.

I'hope that you will review our process for sending items to referendum to determine if it is
consistent with the intent of the Charter.

Thank you for your consideration,

s

Michelle



5/1/2017 Town of Newtown Mail - Special Appropriation authority under revised Charter

Pat Llodra <pat.llodra@newtown-ct.gov>

Special Appropriation authority under revised Charter
1 message
Herb Rosenthal <herb.rosenthal@newtown-ct.gov> Thu, Apr 27, 2017 at 1:23 PM
To: Pat Llodra <pat.llodra@newtown-ct.gov>, "Rodgers, Will" <SugrBrk@aol.com>, dgrogins@cohenandwolf.com

Good Aftemoon Pat, Will and David,

Based upon my reading of our revised Town Charter and concerns that othesr have expressed to me, | have some
concerns regarding the Special Appropriation process and authority that | would like to have clarified per my request for
a Board of Selectmen's meeting agenda item.

The following are some of the issues:

1) Is the date when a Special Appropriation is approved considered as the fiscal year for the appropriation for calculating
the 1 mil maximum per Charter Section 6-35 (a) or is it determined by the CIP Fiscal Year for the appropriation?

2) Where in the Charter does the Legislative Council derive authority to send a special appropriation that is less than
$1,500,000 directly to a referendum, prior to the Council having appropriated an aggregate of 1 mil (approximately
$3,000,000) during a fiscal year per Section 6-35 (e).

3) Does the Legislative Council have to vote to approve a Special Appropriation prior to voting to send said appropriation
to a referendum per Section 6-35(g) (which states that "The Legislative Council shall recommend to a Town referendum
all Special and Emergency Appropriations that equal or exceed the Legislative Council's authority")?

4) Does Section 6-35(d) require the Legislative Council to request a recommendation from the Board of Finance before it
"acts" to initiate a Special Appropriation?

9) What does Section 6-35(a) mean when it defines a Special Appropriation as any appropriation of funds during a fiscal
year that is "supplemental to a ... capital project" ? | understand the part that defines them as supplemental to the
Annual Budget appropriation, but | thought that all appropriations for capital projects that are not funded in the annual
operating budget are Special Appropriations?

I think that these issues need to be clarified before future Special Appropriations are entertained.

Thank you,
Herb

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=28&ik=3e1 af7260edview=pt&search=inbox&th=15bb0700a9fa4816&simI=15bb0700a9fa4816
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5/1/2017 Town of Newtown Mail - Form submission from: Contact the Board of Selectmen

Pat Llodra <pat.llodra@newtown-ct.gov>

CONNECTICUT

Form submission from: Contact the Board of Selectmen

1 message
Meri Jitsukawa via Newtown CT <vtsdmailer@vt-s.net> Fri, Apr 21, 2017 at 9:56 AM
Reply-To: Meri Jitsukawa

To: first.selectman@newtown-ct.gov

Submitted on Friday, April 21, 2017 - 9:56am
Submitted by user: Anonymous
Submitted values are:

Your Name: Meri Jitsukawa

Your e-mail address:

Subject: Community Center

Message:

Good morning Ms. Llodra, Mr. Rodgers, and Mr. Rosenthal,

I 'am writing to follow up on Ms. Llodra's suggestion to continue to voice my
thoughts on the design of the aquatic component of the community center. As
the design is getting fine tuned for the May Board of Selectmen meeting, and
hopefully additional lanes are added to the current four lane proposal, |

wanted to make sure that appropriate dry deck and the viewing areas are
included in the design. The additional lanes will be able to expand the uses
and capability to hold multi programs at the same time as well as hosting
swim competitions. A proper viewing area to accommodate such events will be
important to ensure additional revenue to defray operational costs so not to
solely rely on Newtown taxpayers. As mentioned, a revised proforma for the
next meeting will help us make a more informed decision.

Thank you again for your continued time and effort to guide the community
through this challenging but exciting project.

With gratitude,
Meri Jituskawa

https://mail.google.com/mail/w0/?ui=28&ik=3e1af7260e&view= pt&q=meri%20jitsukawa&qs=true&search=query&th=15b90cd0bcc6038b&sim|=15b90cd0bcc6038b  1/1



5/2/2017 Town of Newtown Mail - Form submission from: Contact the Board of Selectmen

Susan Marcinek <susan.marcinek@newtown-ct.gov>

Form submlssmn from Contact the Board of Selectmen

Kathryn Metzker via Newtown CT <vtsdmaller@vt-s net> Tue, Apr 25, 2017 at 3:03 PM
Reply-To: Kathryn Metzker -
To: first.selectman@newtown-ct.gov

Submitted on Tuesday, April 25, 2017 - 3:03pm
Submitted by user: Anonymous
Submitted values are:

Your Name: Kathryn Metzker

Your e-mail address:

Subject: Why | voted No to the Senior Center

Message:

| voted No to the Senior Center appropriation due to the fact that the Town
already voted Yes to a community center.

The community center commission recommended a pool with community rooms to
serve the entire town. | voted yes to a true community center to serve all

age groups. A well thought out pool can serve young and old alike. At the
time an 8 lane 50 meter pool was being discussed, this would be a positive
investment into the community as the pool could serve multiple age groups at
peak times.

The town has stated they are modeling after the center built in Ridgefield.

The senior center, Founders Hall, was built via private funding and is
sustained via 2/3 private donations. The aquatic feature within the

community center has drawn numerous negative comments as it can facilitate
multiple activities at peak times thus causing a financial drain and ill will
within the community.

| voted No today to the senior center as | think the town needs to be smarter
and use the funds already provided to build a community center to serve the
entire community that will not be a financial drain. A 4 lane pool is an
expense and will not serve the community. We need a pool that will allow
seniors and others to have aqua aerobics while small children have swim
lessons and other have lap swim. It can be done but not with a 4 |ane pool.
Having the ability to host multiple activities at one time will bring in

revenue. A 4 lane pool will not.

Sincerely,
Kathryn Metzker

https:/mail .google.com/mail w0/ ?ui=2&ik=1e1ddcdcB5&view=pt&msg= 15ba671bB06836fe&q=form %20submission&gs=true&search=query&siml|=15bab7fb8086. ..
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Car pool assigned vehicles (16)

Land Use 4 assigned vehicles
2014 Chevy Equinox 20,000 miles, 2007 Ford Ranger 54,000 miles, 2006 Ford Ranger 76,000
2001 Chevy malibu 51,000 miles

Building 3 assigned vehicles
2013 Chevy Equinox 30,500 miles, 2005 Chevy small pickup 70,000 miles, 2001 Chevy small pickup
85,000 miles

Health 3 assigned vehicles

2016 Chevy 1500 pickup 3,500 miles, 2007 Ford Ranger 33,000 miles, 2002 Chevy small pickup 80,000 miles,
this truck is out of service due a broken/rotted frame. Replacement truck purchased thru contingancy is

on order and is a 2017 Chevy 1500 pickup

IT_3 assigned vehicles
2013 Chrysler Town and Country van 9,000 miles, 2000 Chevy small pickup 75,000 miles
2000 Ford Winstar van 70,000 miles

Assessor_1 assigned vehicle
2015 Chevy Equinox 5,068 miles

Social Services 1 assigned vehicle
2016 Chevy Equinox 2,250 miles

1st Selectman 1 assigned vehicle
2002 Jeep Grand Cherokee 135,100

Vechicle replacement priority

1st Selectmen office 2002 Jeep Grand Cherokee
Building dept. 2002 chevy pickup

IT dept. 2000 chevy pickup

Land Use 2001 chevy malibu

Building dept. 2005 chevy pickup
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