
NEWTOWN COMMISSION ON AGING 
Minutes 

Regular Meeting 
Monday, May 20, 2019 

MUNICIPAL CENTER 
3 Primrose Street 

Newtown, CT 
Council Chamber 

5:00 PM 
 

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT BY THE APPROVAL OF THE COMMISSION ON AGING. 
 
 
The Commission On Aging held a regular meeting on Monday, May 20, 2019 at 5:00 pm at the 
Newtown Municipal Center, Council Chambers, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown, CT. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Ms. Wiedemann called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm, followed by a 
moment of silence for Mae Schmidle. 
 
PRESENT: Anna Wiedemann, Barbara Bloom, John Boccuzzi, LeReine Frampton, Ruby Ryles, 
Curt Symes, Claire Theune, Larry Passaro, Joanne Albanesi. Alternate: Cris Fadus. 
 
ABSENT: Ms. Rothstein. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: First Selectman Dan Rosenthal, Director of Human Services Natalie 
Jackson, Community Center Director Matt Ariniello, Aquatics Director Kristen Rebelo, 
Selectman Maureen Crick Owen, Newtown Age Friendly Livable Community Ned Simpson, 
Cyrenius Booth Library Assistant Director Beryl Harrison, 6 public. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Mary Maday, 107 Haley Lane – shared data point, at the last 
referendum,  2,867 people voted, of those, 1,653 were age 55 and older, approximately 57%. 
Less than 500 seniors have memberships at the senior center. Less than half of the Commission 
On Aging have memberships at the senior center, as advocates for seniors in the community, Ms. 
Maday encouraged the commissioners to be more visible, join the senior center, and make plans 
to attend the upcoming senior citizen dinner dance.  
 
MINUTES: MS. FRAMPTON MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 15, 
2019 MEETING. SECOND BY MS. ALBANESI. ALL IN FAVOR. (9-0) MOTION PASSES. 
 
Logo – Mr. Ariniello said that plans are underway to create a new logo and will share designs 
with the Commission On Aging. First Selectman Rosenthal suggested to share designs in 
advance of meeting. Logo will be used in social media and print collateral. Mr. Passaro 
suggested copies of the newsletter be available at the senior center, it is also online. Ms. Ryles 
can provide printing costs. Mr. Boccuzzi asked to look into advertising possibilities to help with 
printing costs. Ms. Wiedemann cautioned on advertising commitments. Mr. Symes suggested to 
look into fundraising considerations before advertising.  



Senior Water Aerobics – Ms. Wiedemann introduced Kristen Rebelo, the new Aquatics 
Director. Ms. Rebelo spoke about the senior aquatics program, low impact exercise classes, 
swim lessons, both group and private. (ATTACHMENT) Mr. Ariniello noted a donation from 
Danbury Hospital to train staff.  
 
REPORTS 
 
CHAIR REPORT: Ms. Wiedemann shared the chair report. (ATTACHMENT) Ms. 
Wiedemann encouraged participation for events, lunch coverage, and circulated sign-up sheets.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Ms. Bloom shared the Treasurer’s Report. (ATTACHMENT)  
MR. PASSARO MOVED TO SEND THE TREASURER’S REPORT TO AUDIT. SECOND 
BY MR. SYMES. ALL IN FAVOR. (9-0) MOTION PASSES. 
 
DIRECTOR OF HUMAN SERVICES REPORT: Ms. Wiedemann introduced Natalie 
Jackson, the new Director of Human Services. Ms. Jackson thanked everyone for welcoming her 
in her first two week and looks forward to meeting everyone, and working together. Ms. Jackson 
shared her report to the Commission On Aging. (ATTACHMENT) Mr. Boccuzzi noted the 
benefit of the fob system, maximized efforts by Ms. Wiedemann and Ms. Thomas, help to 
increase programming and trips. Mr. Symes added that the nature of senior centers usually 
contain pocket of interest, subgroups tend to comprise senior centers. Ms. Wiedemann suggested 
to look at programs that can be done outdoors. Mr. Ariniello agreed and said that he recently met 
with the conservation committee to further those efforts.   
 
SENIOR CENTER REPORTS: Ms. Wiedemann distributed the Senior Center reports. 
(ATTACHMENT) Ms. Bloom noted an increase in attendance at the senior center. First 
Selectman Rosenthal is pleased with turnaround at the senior center, volunteers, more organic, 
suggestions welcome, he put forth the challenge for the Commission On Aging, coordinating 
with Ms. Jackson, to take the opportunity to push efforts beyond the senior center and reach out 
to the senior community as a whole. As a group, he suggested to shift focus away from the senior 
center, and focus on the broad issues affecting seniors in Newtown. Ms. Frampton is continuing 
presentations to the senior community. Ms. Wiedemann appreciated the efforts of the library to 
reach out to the senior community and will add Ms. Harrison to future agenda. Mr. Passaro noted 
inquiries about the pool and accessibility for people from out of town. Mr. Symes suggested 
members of the Commission On Aging be onsite at the senior center. Mr. Boccuzzi said it is 
important to look broadly at big issues like transportation. Ms. Ryles said the Commission On 
Aging can take more of a deep dive with food insecure issues and will share statistics with the 
commission.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
GRANTS COMMITTEE: Ms. Bloom needs a volunteer to attend a brief 10-minute 
presentation with the grant review panel for the ceramics grant, June 13 at 10:45, Ms. 
Wiedemann to reach out to Ms. Rothstein. Mr. Ariniello will share architect’s placement for 
mosaic. 
 



RESOURCE GUIDE: Ms. Wiedemann said nothing printed yet, will share with Ms. Jackson to 
develop an intro. 
 
LIVABLE COMMUNITY UPDATE:  
Ms. Bloom announced a fundraiser to benefit the new senior center, at the Little Theater, June 2, 
at 1:00 refreshments, 2:00 play. There will be a shredding day fundraiser, sponsored by 
Newtown Savings Bank, at the Main Street location, June 15, 9-12, $5 for seniors, $10 general 
public. Mr. Boccuzzi said volunteer fair was a success. Ms. Bloom suggested a workshop for 
aging in place, schedule for August or September. Mr. Symes suggested to look into youth 
volunteer collaborations, Mr. Ariniello is looking at similar youth efforts.  
 
FUNDRAISING / PLANNED GIVING: Mr. Symes shared his report on Senior Center-
Community Center Fundraising and Planned Giving Considerations. (ATTACHMENT)  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Create sub-committees for: 

1. Assisting Seniors in finding local part time jobs  
2. Develop local listing where discounts are offered for Seniors 
3. Assist with the move to the new Senior Center 

Mr. Passaro would like to set up a team to survey the local merchants, senior discounts. Ms. 
Wiedemann to reach out to the Chamber of Commerce, also with the Chamber of Commerce, 
and Rotary, coordinate job possibilities. Ms. Wiedemann said the move will be scheduled and 
she will provide notification of date.  
 
Discuss using Gift Fund towards purchase of furniture and equipment needs in new Senior 
Center 
Mr. Symes said any items needed will be discussed at the fundraising meeting this Friday. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Insert to be mailed for the COA and the Community Center. It will be mailed to everyone 
getting their tax bill. This represents 34,000 homes. Total cost would be $2,146. COA share 
would be $1,075. Ms. Wiedemann said that this was covered at the last meeting.  
 
Prior to adjournment, Ms. Beryl announced that there will be an ice cream social at the Booth 
Library at 2:00 on Thursday, May 23. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, MR. PASSARO MADE A 
MOTION TO ADJOURN AT TIME PM. SECOND BY MS. BLOOM. ALL IN FAVOR. (9-0) 
MOTION PASSES.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
June Sgobbo, Clerk 
Attachments: Flyer, Chair Report, Treasurer’s Report, Senior Center Reports.   
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