
COMMISSION ON AGING 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
MARCH 19, 2018 5:00 pm 

 
THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL BY THE COMMISSION ON AGING. 

 
The Commission on Aging held a regular meeting on Monday, March 19, 2018 at the Newtown 
Municipal Center, Council Chambers, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown, CT.  
 
CALL TO ORDER: Ms. Wiedemann called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm.  
 
PRESENT: Anna Wiedemann, George Guidera, Barbara Bloom, John Boccuzzi, LeReine 
Frampton, Curt Symes, Mae Schmidle, Larry Passaro, Maureen Will. 
 
ABSENT: Anne Rothstein, Ruby Ryles, Claire Theune. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Marilyn Place, Ann LoBosco, Officer Maryhelen McCarthy, 8 members of the 
public. 
 
VOTER COMMENTS: Vicki Boccuzzi, 57 Main Street – Ms. Boccuzzi referred to research of 
other senior centers, programming, and what was popular, she went to the Monday morning 
exercise class of which there were at least 30 people there and is happy that they have 
reinstated that and believe it is appropriate and worthwhile as shown by its popularity.   
Marie McClenathan, Nunnawauk Meadows - Ms. McClenathan spoke to programming for 
seniors that do not participate in exercise classes, noting a heavy amount of exercise programs 
scheduled this week -15 at the Senior Center, various other senior centers have much fewer 
exercise programs, average 2-3 per week, most of their programs are those other than exercise, 
like pottery, crafts, lunch & learn programs, she requested to look into programs other than 
exercise considering that there are other locations within Newtown for seniors to participate in 
exercise programs. 
Karin Aurelia, 23 Cherry Street – Ms. Aurelia voiced her concern about the memo from Mr. 
Guidera on programming and how it may cast existing programming efforts in a negative light, 
she advised to make it a priority to consult with the director of the Senior Center for ideas 
instead of gathering feedback from other towns’ senior center directors/programs, she 
expressed that the Livable Community initiative is non-essential for Newtown, Newtown is 
already a highly regarded livable community. 
Ned Simpson 42 Watkins Drive – asked for rsvp’s for the April 28 Livable Community event.  
Mary Maday, 107 Haley Lane – Ms. Maday said that there will be plenty of room in the new 
Senior Center for programs of all interests, and going forward does not want to see programs 
pitted against each other. 
Dorothy Bartlett, Nunnawauk Meadows – Ms. Bartlett said that it is important to ask people what 
programs that they would like to see at the Senior Center, she advised to reach out to the 
community then formulate a plan that suits everyone. 
 
MINUTES: MS. FRAMPTON MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 26, 
2018 REGULAR MEETING. SECOND BY MR. GUIDERA. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION PASSES 
(9-0). 
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REPORTS:   
 
CHAIR: Ms. Wiedemann distributed the chair report. (Attached) Ms. Wiedemann said that she, 
Mr. Guidera, and Ms. Place met with Donna Fadus who is a gerontologist and founder of an 
organization called Borrow My Glasses, Aging and Caregiving from a New Perspective. 
(Attached) They were impressed with her credentials and program, heard her speak at a 
conference, and found her to be very engaging and knowledgeable. They would like Ms. Fadus 
to do a series, and negotiated a fee down from $1,200 to $1,000 (plus mileage from Madison) 
for two seminars, suggested topics include “If I See Something, Do I Have to Say Something … 
or Do Something” and “Successful Communication Given “Alzheimer’s Logic,” tentatively 
scheduled for Lunch and Learn on Fridays May 18 and June 29. Ms. Frampton suggested to 
consider a Saturday session for increased attendance that could include seniors and family 
members. Mr. Symes added that to reach beyond seniors to their support network, perhaps 
seniors will be more inclined to come.  MR. BOCCUZZI MOVED TO SPEND $1,000 PLUS 
MILEAGE CHARGE FOR DONNA FEDUS OF BORROWING MY GLASSES – AGING AND 
CAREGIVING FROM A NEW PERSPECTIVE FOR TWO SEMINARS. SECOND BY MS. 
FRAMPTON. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION PASSES (9-0). 
Mr. Symes suggested to track success of programs and to develop a menu of programs prior to 
the ribbon cutting for the new Senior Center. He referred to documents of programs developed 
a few years ago. Mr. Guidera added that his memo refers to program development and will 
continue to meet with Ms. Place and committee on programs for the new Senior Center, their 
intent is to develop a vibrant selection of programs appealing to all seniors. (Attached) 
 
VICE CHAIR: Mr. Guidera provided a Community Center Advisory update. (Attached) Mr. 
Guidera said they had a meeting in effort to develop the best programming for seniors, research 
includes looking at other senior centers, meeting with other senior center directors to determine 
how to best operate the new Senior Center, which will be a much larger facility than exists now. 
Mr. Symes said that cost associated with expansion of programs, budgetary impacts, additional 
money will need to be allocated. The COA will need to be involved with budget, staff and 
programming costs. Mr. Symes offered to share a 5-year business plan that was started in 
2013.  
 
DIRECTOR OF SENIOR SERVICES:  Ms. Place distributed the monthly report, reviewed 
updates of events. (Attached) Ms. Frampton asked for clarification of attendance figure of 1,083. 
Ms. Place said the number refers to the number of people that came through the door 
regardless if they attended one program or more than one. The number of attendants for each 
program is also indicated, for cards that includes attendants of all card games combined.  Ms. 
Place said attendance numbers include members and non-members. The new FOB system is in 
and staff are involved with data entry, which takes time. Ms. Place highlighted popularity of 
Medicare and Medicaid presentation, Matter of Balance Program, and Lunch and Learns.  
  
DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL SERVICES: Ms. LoBosco distributed the Director of Social Services 
report. (Attached) Ms. LoBosco said new Medicare cards will roll out in April, which will take 
place throughout the year. She cautioned seniors to be aware of scammers, Medicare will never 
call you to obtain information like social security numbers. Energy assistance has been 
extended to April 3 due to snow storms. Good donations coming in for the food pantry. Offering 
counseling for those that may be losing their Medicare savings program. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT:  Ms. Wiedemann distributed the Treasurer’s Report. Mr. Passaro 
commented about the format of the report and to best provide an audit track. MS. FRAMPTON 
MOVED TO FILE THE FINANCIAL REPORT FOR AUDIT. SECOND BY BARBARA BLOOM. 
ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION PASSES (9-0). 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Nunnawauk Meadows petition 
Ms. Wiedemann addressed the petition, which was received by the COA, on the trail to 
Nunnawauk Meadows, the COA has no purview and no say regarding a trail.    
 
Mr. Boccuzzi reviewed the importance of the Livable Community event on April 28th which will 
be an opportunity to discuss aspects in the community that impact seniors, great to put 
emphasis on senior center programming, look at transportation and other programs and 
services. (Attached) He hopes the COA will be supportive and participate. Mr. Symes said that 
he reached out to approximately 20 professionals and retired professionals in the community, all 
agreed to attend. 
 
VOTER COMMENTS:  
Rosemary Siberson, Blue Spruce Drive – asked for recommendations for reasonably priced 
low-cost household services for seniors, such as plumber, handyman-type services. Ms. 
Wiedemann to follow up with recommendations. 
Mary Maday, 107 Haley Lane – offered volunteer help for data entry for the new FOB system, 
Ms. Place thanked her for her offer and indicated they are all set at this time.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: there being no further business, meeting adjourned at 5:40 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
June Sgobbo, Clerk 
 
Attachments: Chair Report, Borrow My Glasses Program, Meeting on New Senior Center 
Programming Memo, Design Team Minutes, Director of Senior Services Report, Director of 
Social Services/Municipal Agent for the Elderly Report, Treasurer’s Report, Livable 
Communities Invitation, Domains of Livable Communities. 
 

 























DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL SERVICES/MUNICIPAL AGENT FOR 

THE ELDERLY 

March 2018 
 

Program Statistics 

 
Energy Assistance Applications – 2017-2018 (157 applications – 102 Senior/Disabled = 64%)    

Food Pantry (45 individuals/families visit weekly – 30 Senior/Disabled = 66%) 

Operation Fuel (Winter program) – (7 applications – 4 Seniors/Disabled = 57%) 

Salvation Army – (16 applications to date - $6,116.63 total – 9 Senior/Disabled = 56%) 

 

- New Medicare cards will begin rolling out in April 2018 (roll out to continue until 

April 2019).  Seniors need to be aware of scammers making phone calls regarding the 

new cards and attempting to get their personal information. Medicare will not call 

participants. 

 

- Update:  Senior at Masonicare (elder abuse) is in the hospital again.  Her niece has 

put POA into place, gentleman living with senior has left her home without any 

problems so far.  More than likely, she will have another stay at Masonicare Rehab 

before returning home.  Her niece and I are working together to get home care 

services in place upon her return. 

 

- Met with a disabled young woman (age 44) whose situation was brought to my 

attention by Meals on Wheels.  She had a stroke several years ago, lives alone, her 

only family is her ailing parents who live in Holland, and she is home bound.  It 

seems her Medicaid has lapsed and I have applied for her again.  In the meantime, 

working on getting her services – help with house cleaning, etc.  She will be taking 

advantage of the Independent Living Day Program offered by NYFS. 

 

- Have successfully helped a senior obtain copay assistance for a new Parkinson’s 

medication.  The process was somewhat tedious but her condition is worsening and 

she is very determined to take advantage of anything that will help her continue to 

live with her condition. 

 

- Continuing to work with a senior planning on moving back to Germany after 

spending over 30 years in the U.S.  She has no transportation so I have taken her to 

SSA, IRS and immigration services to get her paperwork in order.  She is hoping to 

have everything in place for a departure next month. 

 

- Recently met with a disabled woman who is in the process of applying for SSD.  Her 

health has deteriorated and her work hours have been reduced significantly.  She is 

need of some financial assistance as well as help with the SSD application process. 

 

- Attended Medicare/Medicaid presentation at SC and will be scheduling a time in June 

to meet with seniors at the SC to discuss Medicare options should they lose coverage 

due to the potential decrease in MSP program income limits. 



COA/SENIOR SERVICES GIFT FUND

FRANK KNOTTS NEW

DATE RECEIPTS/DISBURSEMENTS C/D C/R TRUST FUND SENIOR CENTER GRANT BALANCE

12/7/2017 Ck #30151 John E. Hemberger (200.00) 51,663.92

12/7/2017 Ck#30185- Michael's at the Grove (595.00) 51,068.92

12/12/2017 WCAAA award- Focal Points T-31187 200.00 51,268.92

12/12/2017 Annual Holiday Bazaar- T-31206 56.50 51,325.42

12/14/2017 Holiday Party Raffle T-31345 322.00 51,647.42

1/16/2018 Nov P-Card-Big Y (71.34) 51,576.08

1/18/2018 Ck # 30740 - Xavus Solutions LLC (7,500.00) 44,076.08

1/18/2018 Trust Distribution T-35678 562.15 44,638.23

(10,256.30) 2,794.99 1,686.45 44,638.23
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