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CONSERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 
Regular Meeting of December 8, 2020 at 7:00 pm 

 
Zoom Information: 

https://zoom.us/j/92737359820  
Call-in Number:  1 929 205 6099 

       Meeting ID: 927 3735 9820 
 

 
These minutes are subject to approval by the Conservation Commission 

 
 
 
Present:  Holly Kocet, Mark Boland, Mark Lurie, Justin Kaiser. John Fung 
 
Staff:  Rob Sibley, Deputy Director of Land Use and Dawn Fried, Clerk 
 
Public:  Mr. Michael Ablondi 
 
Ms. Kocet opened the meeting at 7:05 p.m. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mr. Kaiser moved to approve the minutes of November 10, 2020.  Mr. Boland seconded.  All in 
favor.  The minutes from November 10, 2020 were approved. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  INTERVIEW OF CC CANDIDATE 
Ms. Kocet welcomed Mr. Ablondi and asked him to give a little background information.   
Mr. Ablondi gave a brief overview of his family and employment at G.E.  Mr. Ablondi stated he 
moved from Massachusetts last March but had lived in Connecticut prior to that.  Mr. Ablondi 
stated he wanted to give back to the community and has a passion for conservation, using 
natural resources appropriately and maintaining Newtown.  Ms. Kocet really appreciated Mr. 
Ablondi’s passion for nature and his desire to make a difference.   
 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS 
 
P&Z Application 20.13 by Negreiro & Sons Construction LLC – Mr. Sibley gave an overview of 
the Commission’s responsibilities when looking at an open space parcel as part of a 
subdivision.  Mr. Sibley stated the following criteria should be considered:  size of property, 
location of property, connectivity to other open space parcels, history preservation, water quality 
and wildlife quality.  Mr. Sibley reviewed the open space calculations for the required allotment 
of open space as stated in the subdivision zoning regulations.  The Commission had a 
discussion on the calculations and proposed acreage.  Mr. Sibley pointed out that the open 
space parcel does not connect to other open space parcels.  The Commission agreed they 
would like to walk the property to gain a better understanding of the topography and location.  
Ms. Kocet suggested a walk of the property on Saturday at 10:00 am.  The Commission will 
send their recommendation to P&Z in January. 
 
Agency Reports 
Bike and Trails – Mr. Lurie stated they are having their first meeting in six months. 
Fairfield Hills – Mr. Boland discussed the proposed “pocket parks” on the Fairfield Hills Campus.  
He explained they would be gathering places with benches and native plantings. 
Board of Selectman – Ms. Kocet stated the FFH Master Plan Review Committee is submitting a 
proposed amendment for re-use of a zone as to allow for housing on the FFH campus.   
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Newtown Students for Conservation – Ms. Kocet showed the Commission a certificate she had 
drawn up to present to two students for their conservation efforts in preserving Newtown’s 
landscape.  Ms. Kocet would like to invite the students to the next Conservation Commission 
meeting in January to present them with their honorary awards.  
 
Appointment of Commissioner – Ms. Kocet asked for a motion to appoint Mr. Ablondi to the 
Conservation Commission.  Mr. Lurie so moved.  Mr. Kaiser seconded.  All in favor.   
Mr. Ablondi’s seat on the Commission will be effective on December 31, 2020.  The 
Commissioners welcomed Mr. Ablondi to the Conservation Commission.   
 
Set CC Calendar for 2021 – Ms. Fried presented the 2021 CC calendar.  The Commission 
agreed they will meet on the first Tuesday of every month and will only meet on the fourth 
Tuesday if deemed necessary.  Mr. Lurie moved to accept the CC calendar for 2021.  Mr. 
Kaiser seconded.  All in favor. 
 
Ms. Kocet had a brief discussion on the parcel of land at Alberts Hill Road and Walnut Tree Hill 
Road.  It had been determined that the parcel is under contract and being purchased privately. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Mr. Boland moved to begin the Executive Session at 8:10 pm to discuss possible land 
acquisitions.  Mr. Sibley and Ms. Fried were invited.  Ms. Kocet seconded.  All were in favor.  
Executive Session ended at 8:27 pm. 
 
No vote was taken. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Boland moved to adjourn the CC meeting.  Mr. Kaiser seconded.  All in favor.  Meeting 
adjourned at 8:29 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Dawn Fried 
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J. EDWARDS &
ASSOCIATES LLC
ENGINEERING · SURVEYING · SITE PLANNING

227 Stepney Road  Easton, CT  06612
Phone:203.268.4205  Fax: 203.268.5604

www.jedwardsassoc.com
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