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CONSERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 
Regular Meeting of January 12, 2021 at 7:00 pm 

 
Zoom Information: 

                                     https://zoom.us/j/93483631225 
            Call-in Number:  1 929 205 6099 
                     Meeting ID: 934 8363 1225 

 
 

These minutes are subject to approval by the Conservation Commission 
 
 
 
Present:  Holly Kocet, Mark Boland, Mark Lurie, John Fung, Michael Ablondi  
 
Staff:  Rob Sibley, Deputy Director of Land Use (exited at 7:30 pm) and Dawn Fried, Clerk 
 
Public:  Clare Danner and Ella Rosen 
 
Ms. Kocet opened the meeting at 7:03 p.m. 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  HONORING NEWTOWN STUDENTS 
Ms. Kocet welcomed fourth graders, Clare Danner and Ella Rosen, to the meeting. Ms. Kocet 
commended the girls for their outstanding efforts in helping to protect the earth and making a 
difference in Newtown’s landscape.  Ms. Kocet presented certificates titled “Conservation 
Leadership Award” for their dedication in protecting the wildlife and natural resources.  Ms. 
Kocet explained this was the Commission’s First Annual Conservation Leadership award and 
they would like to continue honoring students in the future.  Miss Danner and Miss Rosen were 
“honored” and “very happy and excited” to receive their awards.  Ms. Kocet asked the girls to 
take pictures with their certificates for featured articles in Voices and The Bee.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mr. Boland moved to approve the minutes of December 8, 2020.  Mr. Fung seconded.  All in 
favor.  The minutes from December 8, 2020 were approved. 
 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS 
P&Z Application 20.13 by Negreiro & Sons Construction LLC – Mr. Sibley gave an overview of a 
letter submitted by the Newtown Forest Association (NFA) which requested the 27.2 acres of 
open space be deeded to NFA (attached).  The Commission had a discussion regarding NFA’s 
request and NFA’s potential responsibilities as stewards of the land.  
 
The Commission reviewed the layout of the open space, described its characteristics as being 
mostly wetlands, and drew attention to the lack of uses and accessways.   
 
Ms. Kocet made note of a letter written by Greg Carnrick to the P&Z Commission regarding the 
subdivision and proposed open space (attached).  Ms. Kocet mentioned that Mr. Carnrick has 
done previous projects in Newtown and has the town’s best interest in mind. 
 
After a lengthy discussion Mark Boland made a motion to accept the transfer of 27.2 acres of 
open space as described in maps titled “Holly Estates, 203 & 211 Berkshire Road, Newtown, 
CT”, with an added request that there will be an accessway between the cul-de-sac and Homer 
Clark Road via transfer of property between lots 6 & 7.  Mr. Boland also moved to endorse the 
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transfer of open space property to Newtown Forest Association.  Ms. Kocet seconded.  All in 
favor. 
 
Election of Officers – Ms. Kocet asked the Commissioners whether anyone had an interest in 
becoming an officer.  Mr. Boland stated he would be amenable to take on the role as co-chair.   
Ms. Kocet stated that the Commissioners can nominate themselves or another commissioner.  
Ms. Kocet stated to please email her if interested and she will add the names to a slate. The 
slate will be voted on at the next CC meeting. 
 
Mr. Lurie reviewed the 10-mile Al’s Trail map on GIS.  The Commission had a discussion on the 
ownership of the trail segments. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Mr. Boland moved to begin the Executive Session at 8:00 pm to discuss possible land 
acquisitions.  Ms. Fried was invited.  Ms. Kocet seconded.  All were in favor.  Executive Session 
ended at 8:14 pm. 
 
Mr. Lurie moved to approve the acceptance of Application O.S. #20-03.  Mr. Boland seconded.  
All in favor. 
 
Ms. Kocet moved to approve the acceptance of Application O.S. #20-04.  Mr. Boland seconded. 
All in favor. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Boland moved to adjourn the CC meeting.  Mr. Lurie seconded.  All in favor.  Meeting 
adjourned at 8:15 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Dawn Fried 
 






	CC 2021-1-12 Minutes
	Correspondence Letter regarding Berkshire Road
	NFA Letter

