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CONSERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 
Special Meeting  

February 16, 2021 at 7:00 pm 
 

Zoom Information: 
                                    https://zoom.us/j/91270807393 
            Call-in Number:  1 929 205 6099 
                     Meeting ID: 912 7080 7393 

 
 

These minutes are subject to approval by the Conservation Commission 
 
 
Present:  Holly Kocet, Mark Boland, Mark Lurie, Michael Ablondi, Justin Kaiser, John Dixon  
 
Staff:  Rob Sibley, Deputy Director of Land Use and Dawn Fried, Clerk 
 
Ms. Kocet opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Greg Carnrick of GRC Construction, Newtown, representative for the Conservation Easement 
request on 210 Brushy Hill Road. 
 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS 
 
CC #21-01 210 Brushy Hill Road, Conservation Easement  
Mr. Sibley reviewed the correspondence letter written to Dan Rosenthal, First Selectman, 
regarding the request for modification to Newtown Conservation Easement on 210 Brushy Hill 
Road.  Mr. Boland questioned why the Inland Wetland Commission was not notified.  Mr. Sibley 
explained that wetland permits expire after five years.  Mr. Sibley explained the CC’s 
responsibilities to either make a recommendation or decline the easement to Mr. Rosenthal.  
Mr. Rosenthal will make the final decision on the Conservation Easement. 
 
Mr. Carnrick gave a brief history of the property.  Mr. Carnrick explained that the prior owner 
removed the trees and abandoned the project at which time he acquired the property.   
Mr. Carnrick gave an overview of the site plan and pointed out the easements which total  
.071 acres.  Mr. Carnrick stated, for the record, that he would like to place boulders along the 
conservation easement and plant trees which will offer additional protection.  Mr. Carnrick stated 
that he would like to work together with the Town to restore the damaged property. 
 
Mr. Lurie moved to accept the recommendation for the modification of the conservation 
easement on 210 Brushy Hill Road.  Mr. Kaiser seconded.  All if favor. 
 
Election of Officers 
Ms. Kocet asked the Commission if anyone was interested in becoming an officer.   
The slate of officers:  Ms. Kocet - Chairman 
                                  Mr. Boland – Vice Chairman  
Mr. Kaiser moved to approve the slate.  Mr. Lurie seconded. The Commission unanimously 
voted in favor of the slate. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Mr. Boland moved to approve the minutes of January 12, 2021.  Mr. Lurie seconded.  All in 
favor.  The minutes from January 12, 2021 were approved. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Ms. Kocet made mention that Clare Danner and Ella Rosen, recipients of the Commission’s 
First Annual Conservation Leadership award, were featured in the paper last week.  
 
Ms. Kocet discussed continued efforts to create a Native Plant Policy.  Ms. Kocet gave a brief 
history of prior efforts from past Commission members.  Ms. Kocet stated that an Invasive Plant 
Policy for municipal properties was created by the CC which was then approved and 
implemented by the Town.  The Invasive Plant Policy was the first initiative established by the 
CC in order to begin the development of the Native Plant Policy.  Ms. Kocet asked the 
Commission for their support on this endeavor.  She would like to create a comprehensive plan 
and detailed list of native plants by spring. 
 
OTHER COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
Mr. Boland stated that the FFA is currently staking out a path for a 5K road race. Mr. Boland will 
contact them regarding the location of the path. 
 
Mr. Boland discussed the Board of Finance meeting and stated the town accepted a grant for 
$80,000 for the Pootatuck River. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Boland moved to adjourn the CC meeting.  Mr. Kaiser seconded.  All in favor.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:48 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Dawn Fried 
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