
These minutes are subject to approval by the Economic Development Commission 
 

Minutes from the Economic Development Commission meeting on February 21, 2017, Municipal 
Building, Meeting Room 3, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown, CT.  Chairman Robert Rau called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Robert Rau, Michael Boyle, Cramer Owen, Amy Dent, Al Roznicki, Wes Thompson, Dana Trado 
 
Absent:  William May, Matthew Mihalcik 
 
Also Present:  Director of Land Use George Benson (left at 7:30), Deputy Director of Land Use and 
Economic Development Christal Preszler (arrived at 7:35), and one member of the public 
 
Public Participation:  None 
 
Minutes:  Amy Dent moved to approve the minutes from the January 17, 2017 meeting.  Al Roznicki 
seconded, motion unanimously approved. 
 
Business Tax Incentives - George Benson discussed incentives for apartment rentals which have an 
incentive housing component.  The Town is now at 1.8% affordable housing and that State would like it 
to be close to 10%.  The 830G statute allows 30 affordable housing units per acre which is much higher 
than the Town’s statute which allows 3 units per acre.  George Benson talked to developers and 
discussed the bottom line with respect to financial feasibility.  They came up with 12 units per acre as 
being a good fit for Newtown.  Water and Sewer Authority is proposing a benefit assessment of $5,400 
per unit as part of an incentive package for rental housing (representing a 50% reduction). 
 
George Benson stated it would be in the Town’s best interest to create an incentive package for rentals 
using the affordable housing rates based on Fairfield County numbers.  Wes Thompson agreed that the 
package would be good for builders as well as showing the state the town is promoting incentive 
housing.  Discussion followed. 
 
Cramer Owen stated the Town needs to face the growing population in a managed way.  Christal Prezler 
indicated the need for this type of housing for retirees, millennials, and due to people downsizing.  
Michael Boyle said this was going on all over the country and people are looking for a thriving nucleus.  
Robert Rau asked does this type of housing increase economic development?  All agreed that it does. 
The Commission is in favor of adding incentive rental housing to its business incentive program. 
 
Amy Dent moved to add Incentive Housing Zone Rental Apartments to the list of approved eligibility 
requirements included in the Business Incentive Program.  Cramer Owen seconded, motion unanimously 
approved. 
 
Deputy Director of Planning and Economic and Community Development – Christal Preszler stated she 
has been very busy and a lot of permits are being pulled in Building Department.  She is going to take a 
look at the Strategic Plan for Economic Development and possibly tweak it.  Robert Rau said the POCD 
should be looked at as well.  Christal distributed a draft of available commercial properties in town for 
rent/sale for the members to review.  It is a place to start and the information changes every day 
therefore, not always up to date.  Amy Dent would like to see acreage added but likes the format. 
 



Christal Preszler is also working on creating an email newsletter to introduce herself and announce the 
reorganization of the department.  Wes Thompson would like to see an announcement that Brian Amey 
is now Chair of the Chamber of Commerce.  Christal will be including highlights of the schools; why 
people want to live in Newtown. 
 
Restaurant Week will be coming up.  It was suggested that and the Chamber run the event with the 
EDC’s help or jointly with the Chamber to get the EDC’s name out there.  Michael Boyle wants to get 
feedback from restaurants that participated last year; he feels the restaurants should advertise the 
event on their website including a menu of the specials being offered that week. 
 
Museum in the Streets – Michael Boyle reported that Newtown Savings Bank is sponsoring the event by 
donating $4,000; they are fundraising as well.  S.H.O.P. has created a Go Fund Me page on facebook in 
its fundraising effort for the project.   
 
Al Roznicki distributed a report on what neighboring towns are offering as business tax incentives as a 
benchmark of what is required to be competitive.  The P&Z will review and update the POCD.  The EDC 
will review its part of the POCD. 
  
Commercial Realtors – Amy Dent reported that the library is conducting a space planning workshop.  It 
has been suggested that the reference desk on the 3rd floor be removed to make room for an innovative 
space including a TV/audio studio on one side.  The reference book area would remain as is. 
 
Business Communications – Dana Trado will be reaching out to businesses in town in order to gather 
feedback.  Those businesses, potentially 2,000 of them, could provide information about what there 
challenges are to be successful. 
 
Chairman’s Report – Robert Rau reported that William May has resigned from the commission.  He was 
responsible for moving ahead with Taunton Press and Deep Brook.  Cramer Owen will now be assuming 
those responsibilities.  He also reported that Dental Associates has essentially moved into Lexington 
Gardens and other businesses will be doing so soon.  The traffic light is now operating. 
 
Robert Rau stated that the owner of 57 Church Hill Road (former ACME wire) wants to do something 
with the property.  He is open to any option including as is, leasing or selling.  This is a key piece of 
property in the town.  He also reported that Tractor Supply has broken ground. 
 
There being no further business, Amy Dent moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:38 p.m.  Dana Trado 
seconded, and motion unanimously approved. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Ann M. LoBosco 
Clerk Pro Tem 


