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Edmond Town Hall Board of Managers 
Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, November 12, 2019 - 6:30 P.M. 
Mary Hawley Room, Edmond Town Hall 
45 Main Street, Newtown, Connecticut 

 
THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL AT THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING. 

 
Present:  Lisa Schwartz, Herb Rosenthal, Margot Hall, and Marie Smith (attended by phone – 
left 7:56) 
 
Absent:  Jen Guman, Jen Chaudhary 
 
Also Present:  Operations Manager - Sheila Torres, Theater Manager - Tom Mahoney, Kim 
Chiappetta (clerk) 
 
Call to Order:  Ms. Hall called the meeting to order at 6:36 p.m. 
 
Public Participation:  Tom Maurath - Newtown Youth Wrestling Association 
 
 
Report from Theater Coordinator:   
Mr. Mahoney began by reporting that last week’s animated feature “Abominable” did really well.  
This week “Once Upon a Time in Hollywood” is showing and is doing great.  “The Peanut Butter 
Falcon” will be the Ingersoll sponsored free movie next week.  On November 23rd there will be a 
short run of “Judy” staring Rene Zellweger.  The film for the Thanksgiving break has not been 
determined at this time.  On November 6th Immaculate High School held a talent show.  The 
Flag Pole Radio Café is being held on 12/7.  Cultural Arts will be showing “Bringing Up Baby” on 
11/17.  The Yale Whiffenpoof will have their show on 11/21.  On 11/30 the Newtown Police 
department will be hosting Movie with a Cop and will be showing “The Grinch”.  It is currently 
planned to have “Maleficent the Mistress of Evil” for the December movie. 
 
Report regarding Mary Hawley Society: 
Ms. Schwartz told members that she recently attended her first Mary Hawley Society meeting 
where there were 4 members in attendance.  The discussion was regarding the role and 
mission of the Mary Hawley Society.  Ms. Schwartz shared with the group questions from the 
Society and asked the group for comments.  Mr. Rosenthal noted that all questions were 
regarding public information that can easily be shared with them.  Ms. Torres will draft 
responses and distribute to the group for review.  Ms. Schwartz will send the final responses to 
the Mary Hawley Society.  The group discussed fundraising opportunities for the Mary Hawley 
Society and that it would be nice for the two groups to meet.   
 
Approval of Minutes:   
Mr. Rosenthal motioned to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on October 8th.  
Seconded by Ms. Schwartz.  All in favor. 
 
Ms. Schwartz motioned to approve the minutes from the special meeting held November 7th.  
Ms. Hall seconded.  All in favor.  Mr. Rosenthal abstained. 
 
 
Report from Chairman: 
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Ms. Hall told the group that she and Ms. Schwartz attended the Edmond Town Hall staff 
meeting where a state of the business was presented to employees.  Ms. Hall highlighted that 
the newest employee asked how events and movies at the Edmond Town Hall could be 
communicated to other communities. 
 
Report from Operations Manager (Refer to Attachment A): 
Ms. Torres presented board members her report.   
 
During the Edmond Town Hall staff meeting, concession staff recommended using social media 
to also advertise movies (not just events).  One employee, Lauren, offered to supervise the 
postings.  The group discussed the benefits of having the staff assist with the social media.  Ms.  
Torres told the group that there will be 2 high school interns who will be helping out.  She also 
noted that are 2 – 3 groups who expressed interest in doing light fundraisers for the ETH. 
 
The LED interior lighting project is completed and Ms. Torres will be sending the kilowatt 
savings information to Kathy Quinn, chair of the Sustainability Energy Commission, to show that 
the Edmond Town Hall has done their part to meet the sustainability goals of the town.   
 
Review and Approval of Monthly Bills (Refer to Attachment B): 
Ms. Smith reported the monthly bills to the board.   
 
Mr. Rosenthal moved to approve the building and theater expenses at $47,321.20 and 
$5,956.35 totaling $53,277.55.  Ms. Schwartz seconded.  All in favor 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
New/Arts proposal for 2020 event: 
Ms. Torres drafted a document for New Arts based upon the last meeting and discussed next 
year’s schedule with existing tenants.  Ms. Torres will be sending a draft out to members for 
review. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Wall Mats for Gym per NYWA DNR (Refer to Attachment C): 
Mr. Tom Maurath, President of the Newtown Youth Wrestling Association, introduced himself to 
the group.  He explained that Newtown Wresting Association is in its 14th year and its 4th week 
at the Edmond Town Hall.  The Association is composed of 7 board members and 9 paid staff 
members.  This is the first location where Newtown Wresting has been able to display their 
trophies in a new trophy case making this location feel like their home.  There are currently near 
100 students participating in the program.   
 
He explained that Newtown Wrestling has mats that they would like to donate to the Edmond 
Town Hall that would be secured to certain areas of the wall to better protect the wrestlers.  The 
group discussed how these mats would be secured to the walls.  Mr. Maurath explained that the 
mats would not inhibit light sockets or a/c’s and will not obstruct any fire exits.  The mats will be 
secured at the bottom with a wood or metal cleat that would hold the weight and screws at the 
corners that will be covered with plastic caps. Mr. Maurath thanked the group and Ms. Hall 
thanked him for attending. 
 
Proposal for Live Events Management 2020/2021 Budget (Refer to Attachment D): 
Mr. Don Gamsjager, CEO of DNR Productions, distributed to the group a proposal for a 
Technical Director and began by explaining to the group the role of his company in theater 
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productions at the Edmond Town Hall.  DNR has received an influx of calls from renters who do 
not necessarily know how to use the theater equipment.  DNR has seen cases where 
equipment was not set-up or put back properly by the renter.  Mr. Gamsjager explained the 
need for a Technical Director and Production Manager for live events.  These roles would work 
with the renter in advance and throughout the whole show to ensure there is the necessary 
equipment and level of expertise resulting in a quality production.  Currently needs are being 
fulfilled by DNR on a per diem basis.  He continued to explain that DNR employees have ESTA 
certification which means they are production.  He told the group of additional benefits of hiring 
DNR such as staff availability, employees with at least 10 years of “roading” experience and that 
the ETH does not have to carry another employee.  The group discussed further and Mr. 
Gamsjager clarified that this arrangement would not be a contract so the ETH could cancel at 
any time.  Ms. Schwartz asked about service and maintenance fee.  Mr. Gamsjager clarified that 
these fees are only charged when necessary.  He added that there are many tasks that are 
necessary to keep the theater running.  With this agreement there is a discounted rate to keep 
the theater maintained.  The group thanked Mr. Gamsjager for taking the time to explain the 
proposal. 
 
Mr. Rosenthal moved to accept the proposal from DNR.  Ms. Schwartz seconded. 
 
Mr. Rosenthal then asked if these new costs will be added to the current rental charges.  Ms. 
Torres explained that activities associated with this cost are already considered part of the 
rental fee.  He noted that go-forward this must be considered in the budget. 
 
Motion passed all in favor. 
 
Comments from Board members: 
None 
 
 
Adjournment: 
Ms. Smith left the meeting at 7:56 p.m. 
 
The meeting ended at 8:10 p.m. without a quorum. 
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