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INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

Special Meeting of March 10, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Zoom Meeting   
Website link: 

                  https://zoom.us/j/91428392360 
                                                             Call‐in Number:  1 (646) 558‐8656  

Meeting ID: 914 2839 2360 
 

These Minutes are subject to Approval by the Inland Wetland Commission 

 
 
Present:  Sharon Salling, Mike McCabe, Kendall Horch, Kristen Hammar, Craig Ferris 
 
Staff Present:  Steve Maguire, Senior Land Use Enforcement Officer, Steve Hnatuk, Land Use Officer, 
Dawn Fried, Clerk 
 
Ms. Salling opened the meeting at 2:00 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES for the Regular Meeting of December 9, 2020 
 
The Commission found no substantive errors.  Mr. Ferris moved to accept the minutes from  
December 9, 2020.  Ms. Horch seconded.  The minutes from December 9, 2020 were approved.   
 
ACCEPTANCE OF APPLICATIONS 
 
IW #21‐05, 68 Dodgingtown Road, Michael Jehle & Sara Mattson‐Fishman for pond dredging was 
accepted and will be heard at the Regular meeting of March 24, 2021 
 
IW #21‐06, 1 Elm Drive, Town of Newtown for pond dredging was accepted and will be heard at the 
Regular meeting of March 24, 2021.   The Commission had a lengthy discussion as to whether or not 
this application should be set as a public hearing.   
 
Mr. Maguire pointed out that this property, known as Ram’s Pasture, is a highly visible public area but 
raised the question whether the content of the application is of public interest.  Mr. Maguire stated 
there is no significant impact because it’s a restoration project.  Mr. Maguire stated there has been no 
public interest expressed except at the Pootatuck Water Association (PWA) meeting from some of the 
members.  
 
Mr. Hnatuk stated the project will need grant funding which they do not have at this time.  The 
applicant is requesting the wetland permit ahead of the funding.   
 
Ms. Salling asked the Commission to state their opinions.  Ms. Salling stated that to the best of her 
knowledge, this project does not rise to the level of a public hearing due to no other public interest.  
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Mr. Ferris agreed with Ms. Salling and stated the project does not have a significant impact but rather 
has beneficial environmental impacts.  Ms. Hammar and Ms. Kendall agreed with Mr. Ferris.   
Mr. McCabe suggested waiting until the next meeting to make a decision based on possible public 
interest that might arise.  Ms. Salling stated a decision should be made at this meeting and stated since 
nothing contentious has come up a public hearing is not warranted.   The Commission unanimously 
accepted the application and agreed it will be heard at the regularly scheduled meeting on March 24, 
2021. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Ms. Salling discussed the election of officers and asked the Commission if they were interested in self‐
nomination or nominating another Commissioner.  The election of officers will be added to the next 
IWC agenda and the slate will be voted on. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no additional business, Mr. McCabe moved to adjourn.  Mr. Ferris seconded.  All in favor.  The  
meeting of March 10, 2021 was adjourned at 2:18 pm.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, Dawn Fried 
 
 
 
 











Control of Invasive Water Chestnut in Hawley Pond, Newtown, CT 

Application by Town of Newtown Land Use Agency 

Date: 3/8/21 

Goal  

The goal of this project is to control or eradicate water chestnut (Trapa natans) from an 
approximately 1.5 acre pond.  Water Chestnut was first found in the pond last fall 2020 and 
currently covers nearly the entirety of the surface of the pond.  The Town of Newtown proposes 
to dredge the entire entire pond to remove all water chestnut and imbedded water chestnut seeds.  

The proposed project water body is Hawley Pond. Hawyley Pond is an impoundment of Country 
Club Brook located in Ram's Pasture Park.  Country Club Brook is a 1st order stream with a 
Class A Water Quality Designation. Ram's Pasture Park is located at 1 Elm Drive, Newtown, CT 
06470.  Please see Attachment A, B, C. 

The property is owned by the Newtown Village Cemetery Association. Copies of the Tax map 
and Tax Assessor property card are included as attachment E. 

Target Species 

The target species is Water Chestnut (Trapa natans) which is listed in the Connecticut Invasive 
Plant List.  The plant was first identified by Dr. Thomas Philbrick, PhD, Professor of Biology, 
West Connecticut State University.   

Documentation of the target species as well as a letter of recommendation from Dr. Thomas 
Philbribink are included as Attachment C. 

Water chestnut has been identified in Hawley Pond this past fall. The water chestnut covers 
approximately 90% of the surface area of the 1.5 acre Hawley Pond.  The infestation is so new 
that aerial photographs have not yet captured the extent of the coverage during summertime 
when the plant grows extensively. However, pictures such as Attachment C clearly show the 
extent of coverage on the pond.  Attachment H shows the estimated extent of coverage.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Purpose, Need, and Benefit:  

Purpose:   

The purpose of the Control of Water Chestnut (Trapa natans) in Hawley Pond is partly to restore 
the ecological functions of the water body after a nearly complete infestation of invasive water 
chestnut, and to protect ecologically and socially valuable resources downstream.    

  Need:   

Invasive water chestnut was first observed in Hawley Pond this past summer of 2020.  Due to the 
large quatity and significant coverage of the invasive over the large majority of the 1.5 acre 
water body, the infestation may have been present for multiple years before discovery, making 
the removal of the invasive more urgent. The plant's seed is transported by surface water and if 
left unchecked, has the potential to cover the entire downstream watershed.   

Hawley Pond, located in Ram's Pasture Park, is located approximately one-half mile upstream of 
Deep Brook which flows approximately 2 miles until joining the Pootatuck River, which later 
joins the Housatonic River another 2 miles downstream.  Of these downstream reaches, 2 miles 
of the Pootatuck and Deep Brook is classified as a Class 1 Wild Trout Management area.  This 
area is ecologically sensitive Brook Trout habitat which is comprised of mostly Town, State, and 
private conservation land. Additionally, the Pootatuck drains into Lake Zoar, a 900 acre reservoir 
which has four public access boat launches, multiple state parks, and is used for boating, fishing, 
swimming and kayaking.   

        Benefits:   

Anticipated benefits for control and removal of invasive water chestnut include the following:  

1) Restoration of a functional native open water and shallow water habitat in the pond 

2) Improvement of water quality through improved dissolved oxygen levels 

3) Recolonization of native plants and other photosynthetic organisms, fish, amphibian, and bird 
species which utilize the pond. Increasing general biodiversity 

4) Increase Town of Newtown's public park space use and awareness of invasive plants through 
outreach efforts 

5) Prevention of spread of invasive water chestnut into downstream water resources.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Pre-Control Monitoring: 

Description of Controls: 

Dredging will be used to control the invasive water chestnut. Hawley pond has been dredged 
multiple times in the past to control sedimentation which occurs in the pond.  It has been 
recommended by multiple local experts that mechanical harvesting has the greatest chance for 
success of the project. The proposed project will consist of dredging the entire 1.5 acres of 
Hawley Pond to remove all water chestnut plants and the unique large seeds of the plant which 
will be the pond-bottom sediment.  This will cause more disturbance to the pond, but is 
necessary due to the near complete coverage of the pond with invasive water chestnut.  It is 
estimated that approximately 6,000 cubic yards of material will need to be removed from the 
pond.  There are no plans to utilize chemicals or pesticides to treat Water Chestnut in order to 
reduce indirect impacts to other desirable aquatic plants as well as those downstream of the 
outlet of the pond.  This will also reduce likelihood of any plant decay which could release 
excess nutrients and lead to algal blooms downstream. Please see Attachment G for the Site 
Plan and Methods of Control.  

The water level in the pond will be drawn down prior to dredging in order to prevent excessive 
sedimentation downstream as well as to maximize of the effectiveness of the invasive removal.  
Dredging to remove the seeds from sediment is an important aspect of the project since the plants 
seeds can lay dormant and germinant up to 12 years after deposition.  The project is proposed to 
begin as soon as possible, however the project may be contingent upon obtaining funding from 
DEEP. 

Best Management Practices for dredging will be utilized.  Erosion controls will be installed 
before any work on site is conducted in accordance with the states Stormwater Control Manual. 
This will include controls around multiple dredge spoil stockpile areas, around the outlet of the 
dam on the pond, and around the edge of the water. The pond is an oblong shape which makes 
shoreline dredging via excavator feasible for most of the pond.  If necessary, machinery can 
enter over the ponds bank from the central-western side of the pond to dredge any areas that 
cannot be reached.  Sediment and invasive plant excavated from the pond will be left to dry in 
designated spoils areas before being loaded onto trucks for off-site removal. Erosion control 
matting will also be utilized in the post-construction phase in order to minimize bank and upland 
erosion.   

 

Protection of State-listed Species or Significant Natural 
Communities: 
There are no State and Federal Listed Species identified on the parcel nor are there any State 
Natural Diversity Database Areas identified.  

 

 

 



 

Rehabilitation and Restoration of Hawley Pond Site:  
A shoreline and pond re-planting plan is included in this application as Attachment I.  This plan 
is intended to re-establish native vegetation in the pond but also as a side benefit, re-plant the 
direct shoreline and adjacent upland while other work is being conducted on-site to minimize 
disturbance later on. 

Please see the Attachment J, Schedule of completion.   

There are significant seasonal constraints to the project. Since there will be more seasonal 
growth of both the invasive water chestnut and naturally occurring native vegetation during the 
spring and summer as well as increased habitat functionality of the pond in general during the 
warm seasons it is a priority to complete this project during this winter.  Beginning the project in 
late winter will also allow the pond sediment to be firmer and for lower water flow in Country 
Club Brook, creating lower potential for sedimentation downstream and allowing the project to 
be completed faster.   

Additional Attached Documents include the following: 

-Attachment L, Newtown Village Cemetery Association Authorization for application 

 



Attachment A  

Parcel Map – Hawley Pond – Ram’s Pasture Park -- 1 Elm Drive Newtown, CT 

Town of Newtown
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Attachment B 

Hawley Pond – Pre-Invasive Infestation  

Google Earth Imagery 4/22/2018.   

  

Town of Newtown
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Attachment C  

Invasive Water Chestnut - - Hawley Pond – Rams’ Pasture Park, Newtown, CT 

Photos by Dr. Charles Philbrink 
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Town of Newtown

13



Attachment D 

Section 9. Public Access and Use 

Google Earth, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hawley Pond 

Town of Newtown Public 

Parking lot, Dickinson 

Memorial Park 

Main Street Sidewalks, 

newly completed with DOT 

Additional Sidewalks 

Open Public Access through 

Ram’s Pasture Park 

Town of Newtown
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Attachment E 

Section 10.  Waterbody Ownership 

Tax Map - Hawley Pond, 1 Elm Drive Newtown, CT 

Town of Newtown, GIS Dept. 
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Town of Newtown
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Town of Newtown
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Attachment F 

Section 12. NDDB Map 

Hawley Pond - Proposed Project site 

CT DEEP, Bureau of Natural Resources, Wildlife Division 
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Attachment G 

Site Plan and Control Methods – Invasive Water Chestnut   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed 

Dredge Area 

Sediment 

Stockpile 

Silt Fence 

Anti-Tracking Apron 

Pond Forebay 

Area 

Pump and 

Dewatering Line 

Pond will be dewatered 1 

week prior to dredging 

using valve on outlet of 

dam.  

Pond will be periodically 

dewatered as necessary 

using a pump and 

diversion from the 

upstream forebay area.  

 Access pad  
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Town of Newtown
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Attachment I 

Replanting and Ecosystem Enhancement Plan 

1) Post construction Erosion Control and Seeding 

The pond is shallow, edges are not steep and water flow is minimal.  Revegetating with a combination of seed 

and starter plug installation.  Clean Straw mulch should be spread on exposed soils after seed distribution and 

plug installation.  In areas where the slopes are steeper or there is cause for concern of erosion from water flow 

due to a constricted focus of water ( perhaps at the outlet)  Then I suggest using biodegradable erosion control 

mats instead, staked in place. Seed is distributed prior to mat installation.  Then starter plugs are installed after 

mat installation by slicing small opening in mat to access the soil for planting.  Biodegradable straw wattles are 

also appropriate for these areas. 

2) Create pockets of wetland shrubs along areas of pond edge to increase biodiversity 

Maintaining a vegetative buffer around the entire pond will increase the health and biodiversity of the pond and 

its ecosystem.  Native grasses and perennials can be installed as a combination of seed and starter plugs.  These 

need only to be mowed once every two years to maintain the herbaceous edge.  Some access points to pond 

edge can be maintained by mowing to edge at regular closer intervals.  If there is concern of erosion from foot 

traffic at mowed edge areas, that section of the pond edge with large rock (create a “rock dock”). 

In the littoral zone only starter plugs need to be installed.  Plant species should be installed in grouped patterns 

and repeated. 

  

Lisa Turoczi 

Earth Tones 
Native Plant Nursery and Landscapes 
212 Grassy Hill Road 
Woodbury, CT 06798 
www.earthtonesnatives.com 
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Replanting and Ecosystem Enhancement Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biodegradable 

Erosion Control 

Matting, Hay 

and Seed Mix. 

 
Native Grass 

and Perennial 

Seed and Plug 

Mix 

Littoral Zone 

Plug Starters 

Town of Newtown
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Town of Newtown
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Town of Newtown
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Town of Newtown

28



Town of Newtown

29



Town of Newtown
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Town of Newtown
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