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Minutes of the Legislative Ordinance Committee Meeting 
 
The Ordinance Committee met on Wednesday January 30th, 2019 in the Newtown Senior Center, 14 
Riverside Road, Sandy Hook, CT. Committee Chairman Ryan Knapp called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
Present: Mr. Eide, Ms. Bloom, Mr. Mattegat, Ms. DeStefano, Mr. Smith and Mr. Knapp. Also, First 
Selectman Rosenthal, 5 members of the public.   
 
MINUTES:  
 
Ms. DeStefano moved to approve the minutes of 1/16/18.  Ms. Bloom seconded.    
All in favor (6-0)  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
None. 
 
Old Business 
 
Review and Recommendation regarding the proposed Plastic Bag Ban Reduction Ordinance per the charge 
set forth by the Legislative Council on April 18th, 2018.   
 
Ms. DeStefano lead a line by line review of the draft ordinance, which included updates to definitions such 
as “checkout bag” and “business point of contact.” 
Mr. Smith questioned if all businesses can scan bags and put them on the receipt.  He also noted that 
“business” and “retail sales establishment” are used interchangeably.   
Mr. Mattegat asked why restaurants would be exempted from charging for paper if retail stores are 
required to?   
Ms. DeStefano discussed cross contamination with food and reusable bags, noting how existing towns deal 
with the issue.   
Mr. Rosenthal questioned businesses how this would impact businesses that do not give itemized receipts. 
Mr. Knapp suggested that even the delis which have tip paper, they still tally the items at the register and 
would add 10 cents as if they were adding 1.50 for a bag of chips.   
Mr. Eide suggested that it could say to itemize or clearly post that there will be a fee charged.  
Ms. Bloom spoke to rollout and marketing, indicating that this can be sold as a positive with the correct 
messaging.  
Ms. DeStefano simplified enforcement.   
Mr. Knapp suggested paring down the language on enforcement to only include the key part lifted from 
The Alarms Ordinance.  He suggested when referencing agencies of the town, we use the Charter language 
of “Town Body” 
Mr. Rosenthal said there will be a cost if this is assigned to a Town agency or department to do the 
administration of fines.  He indicated that enforcing the plastic ban component is very clear, but enforcing 
the charge for paper is more complicated.  He noted that businesses do not like charging for paper but 
some feel afraid to speak against it.   
Mr. Knapp suggested that we wait to finish language before deliberating on it, noting that it is easier to 
include and later strike language than to add it back later.   
Ms. DeStefano noted the 6-month grace period to acclimate, then as many as two additional 6 month 
discretionary grace periods. 

 

http://www.newtown-ct.gov/


Mr. Knapp will send to the Town Attorney to review.  He then discussed the process from here and the two 
levels of voting (the committee level and the full council.)  
 
 
Review and Recommendation regarding the issue of discrepancy between the Charter Revision Commission 
intent and the applicable State Statute regarding Board of Education candidate composition per the charge 
set forth by the Legislative Council on April 18th, 2018. 
 
Mr. Eide and Mr. Rosenthal discussed how they had communicated with the Secretary of State’s office and 
got feedback that they are fine with the ordinance if the Town Attorney had reviewed it.  They would like 
the final ordinance filed with their office.   
Mr. Knapp read the language aloud, and noted that this is good, but that we should still fix this in the Charter 
at the next Charter Revision.  
Mr. Eide moved to send the proposed Ordinance to the Legislative Council, Ms. DeStefano seconded.  
Motion passes (6-0) 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 
 
Ms. DeStefano moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:45PM, Mr. Eide seconded.  All in favor (6-0) 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Ryan W. Knapp 
Ordinance Committee Chairman 
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