LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 3 PRIMROSE STREET, NEWTOWN, CT
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2020
MINUTES

PRESENT VIA TELECONFERENCE: Jordana Bloom, Alison Plante, Phil Carroll, Ryan Knapp, Judit
DeStefano, Paul Lundquist, Chris Eide, Dan Wiedemann, Cathy Reiss, Chris Smith

ABSENT: Andrew Clure, Dan Honan
ALSO PRESENT: First Selectman Dan Rosenthal, Finance Director Bob Tait, 0 public, 0 press.
CALL TO ORDER: Mt. Lundquist called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:34 pm,

VOTER COMMENT: None

MINUTES: Mr. Wiedemana moved to accept the minutes of the June 3, 2020 Legislative Council Regular

Meeting. Seconded by Ms. Reiss. All in favor. Motion passes (12-0).

COMMUNICATIONS: See attachment A.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Education Committee — None

Finance Committee — None

Municipal Operations Committee — None
Ordinance Committee — None

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT: First Selectman Dan Rosenthal reported that phase 2 of reopening
businesses started today, June 1 7th, Fichler's Cove will open tomorrow, June 18th. Treadwell and the
Community Center will open on Monday, June 22nd. We are also planning to offer summer camp at a limited
capacity. The First Selectman gave credit to Edmond Town Hall and their creativity for incorporating a drive-in
novie option. It has become so popular that it is something they will plan to continue to offer. The opening of
the Municipal Center is imminent and should be within a week or so. For some of the highly trafficked offices
like the Tax Office, we will probably offer some sort of outside window to cut down on the amount of people we
bring into the building. We will continue to offer and encourage remote online services.

Tomorrow, June 18%, the First Selectman will join members of the Police Commission and the Chief of Police
for a community discussion which will be moderated by the Newtown Bee. The First Selectman had asked the
Police Commission to address the fact that we have civilian oversight of our Police Department in Newtown.
Many of the policies that people have been concerned about ag of late, are already practices that have been put in
place. They'd like to highlight how we can interact with the department and police commission. It is really to
establish how we can communicate with our local government. This discussion will be recorded and available to
the public. They will also follow up with the BOE shortly thereafter. The First Selectman would also like to
address some of our housing practices and have our housing advocate, Kim Chiappetta from the Economic
Development Department weigh in, as well as the Chair of P&Z to discuss some of our local zoning statutes.

NEW BUSINESS
Discussion and Possible Action

s Update on Municipal Budget 2019-2020




See attachment B. Mr. Tait has an update to our current budget year and reviewed the Town of Newtown
General Fund Financial Report as of June 8, 2020. Highlights included Property Taxes which is the
largest revenue account. In the 10-year collection analysis, 99.46% is normal this time of year and we
should collect 100% of the property taxes. The next major revenue is from Intergovernmental [tems — we
expect to have a positive variance in the education cost sharing grant of $500,000 which was planned in
anticipation of future state reductions. A large uncollected amount is in the Pequot Grant which we will
get at the end of June. Under Charges for Services, the Town Clerk and Building Departiment are the
major revenue makers, There are two accourts that will be under budget and those are Transfer Station
and Parks and Recreation due to delayed and canceled programming because of Covid-19. The estimates
displayed are conservative. Overall, in the revenues, we will have a positive budget variance of about
$200,000 which is positive news. Highlights and miscellaneous comments were made throughout the
handout, most of which was due to Covid related closures and cancellations. Mr. Tait conclhuded that this

budget year is moving as expected.

Mr. Wiedemann asked if we have any anticipation on how our road program will move forward and if
there are any delays due to Covid. The First Selectman stated that there are no delays - it is looking like
we will do about 25 miles worth of work and everything is expected to move forward.

Mr. Lundquist questioned what the projected savings amount is and if this is the final bottom line
number that we've referred to as a surplus in the budget. Mr. Tait replied that the total is $627,000 in
surplus which comes from revenues with increased fund balance and savings plus expenditures with
increased fund balance plus BOE line items savings which equates to $600,000 in surplus.

The First Selectman added that the BOF will discuss this surplus at their next meeting. The policy they
are recommending is that we keep the fund balance target at 12%. We put a little in fund balance and
continue to build our capital non-recurting fund. Mu. Tait said what's appropriate is the savings and
revenues would most likely go to fund balance. On the expenditure side, it would be a transfer from
those various accounts into capital non-recurring.

Ms, Reiss asked Mr. Lundquist what the process would be to make these decisions. Mr. Lundquist noted

that it will invelve discussions led by Mr. Tait and the First Selectman, including transfers that witl need

to be accommodated as we close out the year. This will take place when we do our final budget transfers
at the end of July or August.

UNFEINISHED BUSINESS
Discussion and Possible Action

s Resolution authorizing submission of a grant application to support the Town of Newtown'’s preparation
and adoption of an Affordable Housing Plan under the provisions of CGS 8-30j, and authorizes the First
Selectman to sign any and all documentation and administer the grant.

Ms. DeStefano moved to pass the resolution authorizing submission of a grant application to support the

Town of Newtown’s preparation and adoption of an Affordable Housing Plan under the provisions of

CGS 8-30j. and authorizes the First Selectman to sign any and all documentation and administer the
grant. Seconded by Mr. Carroll. All in favor. Motion passes (12-0).

See attachments C and D). Mr. Lundquist explained the resolution. There is a Statute in Connecticut
which states that every municipality has to have an affordable housing plan in place. The Town of
Newtown will need to have one in place by 2021 and as part of this process, there is a grant available to
assist in putting this plan together. The grant can provide up to $15,000 and this gives us permission to
apply for this grant. The funds can be used for things like engagement of consultants, marketing studies,
data collection, and community engagement costs including printing and publication. As part of the
application process, the Legislative body is required to authorize the submission of the application and
also to identify our First Selectman as the person who can sign the grant application and administer the
grant,



Mr. Smith asked if we have already started putting together a plan. The First Selectman stated that this is
just the start of the effort. This is a 5-year plan that will have hearings and public input. This state statute
is the state affordable housing statute which states that if a town rejects an affordable housing
application, they can take you to court under this statute. In order not to be exposed to these suits, your
affordable housing needs to be at 10%. Newtown is at about 2%. However, the state looks for the fact
that these housing options are deed restricted which is what our 2% is. We have housing diversity such
as smaller homes, mobile homes, but these are not considered deed restricted. From a sewer standpoint,
we are almost maxed out for capacity in the central sewer district. A developer can come in and bring
affordable housing suit where it is only served by sub-surface septic but these systems are not
economically feasible. In general, a town really needs to have available sewer in order {0 have large
housing developments. Something the town did in order to encourage affordability while balancing
density is that P&Z came up with guidelines around the per acre unit density. The project has to be at
least 20% affordable and must be based off of median household income, This could be affordable to a
household making about $60,000-$75,000 per year. When you add affordable applications, you must add
to the numerator and the denominator.

Ms. Reiss asked for clarification on what deed restriction means. The First Selectman explained that, for
example, a home purchased for $100,000, can turnaround and sell in an inflating housing market at a
much higher price and could quickly become unaffordable to someone. If it is deed restricted, you're
required to maintain an affordable rental price and/or sell it in the future to someone that meets that same
affordability standard for a term of about 20 years. Ms. Reiss asked if people could add a deed restriction
to an existing home. The First Selectman said that is difficult to have someone do because that must
come from the owner of the home, which would in all Hkelihood limit the value of their home. An
owner would not voluntarily do that. In order for affordable to work for a developer on a financial
standpoint, the market rate subsidizes the affordable so they'd have to build a lot of units which would in
turn bring density.

Ms. Bloom questioned how we compare to other towns and how we can make affordable housing that
we are in favor of that isn't dependent on developers - from a municipal standpoint how could we make
this fair. The First Selectman replied that these projects must be developer driven. If we are cormpared to
other suburban towns, we are not that far off. He believes it is dependent on proximity to job centers,
transportation, and the rail line. These are all cases for an economic case to build. Newtown has an
inventory of affordable housing options, but it's more of a density issue. The First Selectman continued
that these properties have to be served by septic and the challenge and reasaon why the Town wanis to
avoid allowing large density developments to be built in the absence of sewer, is that that can be a huge
infrastructure cost for the Town later if these septic systems fail down the line.

Mr. Carroll posed the question whether the proposed Fairfield Hills apartment developments that have
been put on hold would count towards this affordable housing plan. The First Selectman stated that yes it
would count assuming we could get it on the batlot and is approved.

Mr. Eide stated for clarification purposes, that this action is for the grant, not whether anyone is for or
against affordable housing.

Ms. Reiss asked if the state is putting together any sort of effort to make this plan more realistic. The
First Selectman responded that the emphasis put on this changes by administration in Hartford. The way
in which the state encourages it is that when developers apply for federal and state affordable tax credits,
they can then sell to other investors which in turn helps them to fund these projects.

VOTER COMMENT: None
ANNOUNCEMENTS: None

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, Ms. DeStefano moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 pm.
Seconded by Mr. Wiedemann. All in favor,




Respectfully submitted,
Rina Quijuno, Clerk

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TQOAPPROVAL BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
AT THE NEXT MEETING.




Attachment A

Your name: Newtown Allies for Change
Your e-mail address: newtownallies@amail.com
Subject: Supporting Black lives in Newtown

We are calling on all our elected officials to attend and listen at our Rally
for Change on June 20th at Edmond Town Hali at 12pm.

The purpose of the Newtown Rally for Change is to come together and make
changes needed to our community to promote equality for all. We aim to give
Black community members a platform to share their experiences and stories of
living in Newtown. As allies, it is our job to listen and come together to

bring about change that has been so greatly needed in this town.

We will be calling on elected officials for specific changes in our
community. Your attendance and support will help initiate these changes in
Newtown.

We hope to see you on June 20th at 12pm at Edmond Town Hall. We ali need to
show the Black lives matter.




Attachment B
06/08/2020

TOWN OF NEWTOWN - GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL REPORT:

REVENUES:

s Property taxes - current reflects receipts up to April. 99.46% collected is normal at this time.

s Intergovernmental revenue will have a $500,000 + positive variance {budget to actual) due to underestimating
the education cost sharing grant (in anticipation of future state reductions ta contributions to municipalities).
Pequot grant payment 3 of 3 is received at the end of June.

e Charges for services will all make budget except for transfer station fees & parks and recreation fees. Transfer
station receipts in June typically total $125,000. Account is expected to be short around $25,000. Parks &
recreation fees account will be short approximately $100,000 due to COVID 19.

« [nvestment income will be short approximately $175,000 due to falling interest rates.

« Miscellaneous revenue will most likely not make budget. Shortfall depends on the amount of CIRMA equity
distribution. Last year it was close to $100,000. Projecting shortfall to be $50,000.

OVERALL REVENUES ARE PROJECTED TO HAVE A POSITIVE VARIANCE OF AROUND $200,000
EXPENDITURES:

¢ Projected salary savings (including overtime) due to open positions/worker’s compensation:

Social services 413,000
Tax assessor 30,000
Technology 10,000
Senior services 7,000
Police 40,000
Building official 20,000
Land use 14,000
Transfer station 20,000
Public buiiding maintenance 10,000
Parks & recreation 48,000
$212,000
e Projected legal savings $20,000
e Projected winter maintenance savings $120,000
s Projected misc. savings $75,000
TOTAL PROJECTED SAVINGS $427,000 .
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Attachment C

Affordable Housing Plan Technical Assistance Planning Grant

Resolution authorizing submission of a grant application to support the Town of
Newtown’s preparation and adoption of an Affordable Housing Plan under the
provisions of CGS 8-30j, and authorizes the First Selectman to sign any and all
documentation and administer the grant.

Hod ok A ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok R ok ok ¥k

The Connecticut General Statute (CGS8-30j) requires that all municipalities have
an Affordable Housing Plan in place that is amended or renewed every five years.
Since this law was put into effect in 2017, The Town of Newtown will need to
develop an Affordable Housing Plan {AHP) by 2021. There is financial

assistance available for this undertaking in the form of the DOH affordable
housing planning grant. This grant provides up to $15,000 from which funds can
be used for: engagement of consultants; market study/analysis/data collection;
community engagement costs; printing/publication costs; and other reasonable
planning expenses. The above resolution fulfills a grant application requirement
that the town legislative body authorizes submission of the grant application, and
identifies the First Selectman as the individual who can sign the grant application
and administer the grant.



Atiackment D

FAIRFIELD COUNTY'S CENTER FOR

HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
Thivk regionally. Act locally,

May 18, 2020
Dear First Selectman Rosenthal,

In light of the excessive demands being addressed by Connecticut municipatities during the COVID-19 crisis, | am
writing to be sure you know of state grant funding available to enable your town te meet the State of
Connacticut requirement (CGS 8-30j) that all municipalities have an affordable housing plan in place by 2021.

The application for this state grant funding is simple, yet the deadline is fast approaching. Fairfield County’s
Center for Housing Opportunity (FCCHO) would like to see your town receive this support and is willing to support
your application in any way we can.

In summary, this funding opportunity was released by the Connecticut Department of Housing (DOH) just prior to
the COVID-19 outbreak, to ensure all CT towns have the resources necessary to develop robust affordable housing
plans as required by CT statute 8-30j. As a companion piece to this funding, DOH has engaged the Regional Plan
Association (an FCCHO partner) to work with stakeholders statewide to develop an Affordable Housing Plan and
Process Guidebook {Guidebook) which will be released later this year. The Guidebook is intended to provide
municipalities with (1) a framework for preparing their Affordable Housing Plan in accordance with state
requirements, and (2) guidance for effective and sustainable community engagement in the planning and
implementation of their affordable housing strategy. This current funding opportunity is designed to provide
interested municipalities with funds to enabie them to successfuily and meaningfully pursue this process in the
coming year, on their own or in conjunction with neighboring towns.

The application process for this funding opportunity consists of the grant request and budget form (see samples
attached) and reguires submission of a certified resolution adopted by the town’s legisiative body, all of

which must be submitted no later than June 30, 2020,

In light of the tight deadline made even more challenging by the COVID-19 crisis, Fairfield County’s Center for
Housing Opportunity is making itself available to all Fairfleld County towns to help them successfully pursue this

funding. In addition, FCCHO will provide all Fairfield County towns with the housing data and needs analysis
required by the state during the plan drafting process,

I hope you find this information helpful, and that you won't hesitate to let us know if we can be of any help to your
town's pursuit of this funding in support of its state-required planning for 2021. in any event, we wish you and
yours the very best as the region works for a successful future, together.

Sincerely,

Christie Stewart
Director, FCCHO
Christie@shworks.org
{818} 720-8631

FCCHO is a partnership between Fairfield County’s Community Foundation, Parirership for Strong Commiunities,
Regicnal Plan Association & Supportive Housing Works. www.fecho.org



