
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 3 PRIMROSE STREET, NEWTOWN, CT

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2022

MINUTES

PRESENT: Jeffrey Capeci, Phil Carroll, Angela Curi, Charles Gardner, Chris Gardner, Dan Honan, Lisa 
Kessler, Ryan Knapp, Michelle Embree Ku, Tom Long, Matthew Mihalcik 
 
ABSENT:  William DeRosa

ALSO PRESENT: First Selectman Dan Rosenthal, Finance Director Bob Tait; 0 public, 0 press

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Capeci called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:33 pm. 

VOTER COMMENT: None

MINUTES: Mr. Charles Gardner   moved to accept the minutes of the February 2, 2022 Legislative Council 
Regular Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Carroll.  All in favor.  Motion passes (11-0).

COMMUNICATIONS:  Mr. Capeci invited Charter Revision Committee Chairman Andy Buzzi to come speak 
at the next Council meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Ordinance Committee – Mr. Knapp reported that they met yesterday and took up 
the charge brought upon by the Assessor regarding increasing the supplemental tax incentive for Veterans. The 
committee will do some research on how they can change the ordinance language so that the ordinance does not 
have to be amended each time the State changes the threshold amounts. That way it can be done by Council 
resolution instead of an ordinance which would require a public hearing.

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT: First Selectman Dan Rosenthal spoke on yesterday's American Rescue 
Plan Committee meeting. They had a discussion with representatives from the Community Center on some of 
their requests and no action was taken.  Covid cases continue to improve. Hospitalizations have dropped 
dramatically. The re-bids on the Hawley project are due back tomorrow. Last week, he had the annual call with 
an S&P advisor along with Mr. Tait and Director of Economic and Development Christal Preszler. The call lasted
about one hour. He received our draft report back today and it was positively reaffirmed. He thanked Mr. Tait 
and Ms. Preszler for their efforts in preparing for the call.

OLD BUSINESS

Discussion and Possible Action

 Consideration of BOF Recommended Amendments to the 2021-2022 approved CIP:
 $420,000 library project added for roof, gutters, downspout and shutters replacements/upgrades/repair

moved to 2021-22. To be funded by the library available fund balance reserved for capital 
improvements.

 $200,000 library project (unspent) in the current approved 2021-22 CIP amended to be used for 
HVAC comprehensive upgrades in 2022-23 (to be combined with 2022-23 $350,000).

This has been tabled for a future meeting.



 Request by the Tax Collector for Approval to Assign Tax Liens for Property Located at 38 Hucko Trail

Mr. Charles Gardner moved to approve the request by the Tax Collector for Approval to Assign Tax 
Liens for Property Located at 38 Hucko Trail. Seconded by Mr. Knapp. All in favor. Motion passes (11-
0).

Mr. Tait said he tabled this last time because he wanted to make sure that by combining this parcel with 
the adjacent property, it would not increase the value exponentially. It is currently an unbuildable parcel 
of vacant land. After speaking with the Assessor, it would only add just under $3,000 in assessment 
because the parcel would only add excess acreage. The Land Use Deputy Director also agreed that it 
would not add much value once the process of taking over the liens is finalized. Mr. Tait determined this 
is the right course of action. See attachment A.

 Request by the Tax Collector for Approval to Assign Tax Liens for Property Located at 71 Maplewood 
Trail

Mr. Charles Gardner moved to approve the request by the Tax Collector for Approval to Assign Tax 
Liens for Property Located at 71 Maplewood Trail. Seconded by Mr. Knapp. All in favor. Motion passes 
(11-0).  See attachment B.

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion and Possible Action

 Consideration and action on CIP items to be placed on the April 26th referendum

The First Selectman and Mr. Tait stated that in this fiscal year, we have about $2 million in capacity to 
spend. These would be counted as year 2021-2022 authorizations and would not go towards items going 
to referendum because they would not be included in the cap. Mr. Tait is going to suggest in the budget 
process to the BOF, that instead of doing a mid-year budget amendment, that they incorporate adjusting 
fund balance in the budget. This would increase use of fund balance and transfer capital to non-
recurring. This would not count against the cap.  First Selectman Rosenthal added that there are two 
projects to be mindful of because of timing issues: one being the fire apparatus and the other for the 
High School turf field. He added that the appropriations have to be gross amounts. Anything over $1.5 
million must go to referendum. Anything that goes to referendum is not part of the cap. We also have to 
consider emergencies. The Fairfield Hills project has to go to referendum.

Mr. Knapp moved that we send the Fairfield Hills Building Remediation Demolition and Infrastructure 
for $2 million, Edmond Town Hall Parking Lot Improvements for $600,000; and the High School HVAC
Equipment Replacements for $850,000 to the April 26  th   referendum. Seconded by Ms. Ku.

The First Selectman feels that the amount for the Fairfield Hills project should be a much larger amount 
so that it covers a bulk of the project instead of going to referendum every year for smaller amounts. He 
agreed that $7.5 million would be a better start. The project will be phased and the total amount will be 
at least double this cost in the end.

Mr. Knapp amended the motion by changing the amount for the Fairfield Hills Building Remediation 
Demolition and Infrastructure from $2 million to $7.5 million. All in favor. Motion passes (11-0).

The First Selectman stated that the reason the amount may shift is that we're still working with the State 
Office of Historical Preservation. He has mixed emotions on where we may land on receiving historical 
credits. He may decide to push this back by a year, but this amount will allow us to follow through with 
it. This is basically a demo plan. We have substantial environmental research on the buildings and a 



large dollar investment that goes into them. He feels it's a matter of policy to demo them.

 Transfer $40,000 from Contingency to Salt

Mr. Charles Gardner moved that we transfer   $40,000 from the Contingency Fund to Public Works for 
Salt. Seconded by Mr. Knapp. All in favor. Motion passes (11-0).

This would allow enough salt to have on hand for the remainder of the winter, plus hopefully enough to 
carry some over into next season. See attachment C.

VOTER COMMENT: None

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Mr. Knapp received a message from Mr. DeRosa earlier in the evening that he was  
having trouble joining tonight's meeting remotely.

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, Mr. Charles Gardner moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:41 
pm. Seconded by Mr. Knapp.  All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,
Rina Quijano, Clerk

 

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
AT THE NEXT MEETING.
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