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Minutes of the Legislative Ordinance Committee Meeting 
 
The Ordinance Committee met on Tuesday December 8th, 2020 remotely via Google Meets. Mr. Knapp called the meeting to order 
at 7:30PM.  
 
Present: Ms. Bloom, Ms. Reiss, Ms. DeStefano, Mr. Smith, Mr. Eide, Mr. Knapp and Community Center Committee Chair Kinga Walsh  
Absent: None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
None. 
 
Minutes:  
Mr. Smith questioned the cost of the proposed municipal volunteer tax abatements as noted in the last minutes.  
Ms. Reiss confirmed that it would be $107,375 for the first step and $216,754 for the total.  
Ms. Reiss moved to approve the minutes of 11/17/20, Mr. Eide seconded.  Approved (5-0) Mr. Smith abstained  
 
Old Business 
 
Formalization of a permanent Community Center Commission 
 
Mr. Knapp invited Ms. Walsh to join the conversation.  
The group discussed the role of the current committee and future commission which Ms. Walsh agreed is supportive and advisory.                    
Final decision making will be by the First Selectman and Board of Selectmen. The Committee has voted on capital items for the                      
budget, but it is more of a courtesy and for recommendation.  
Ms. Walsh said that the Community Center is stand alone due to the GE grant, and budgetary discussions at the BOF and LC do not                         
get into line item detail.  
Mr. Knapp questioned it not being in the budget even if it is revenue neutral, suggesting that money still comes into and is                       
distributed from the Town.  
Ms. Reiss asked about the grant. It was explained that it is given to the Town in $1M lump sums for the specific purpose and tracked                          
separately.  
Ms. Walsh explained that the goal of the center is to be self sustaining and was exceeding revenue projections prior to COVID-19.                      
They have also formed a Friends of The Community Center group for support.  
The group discussed the short term vs the long term dynamic as it relates to the taxpayers and taxpayer funds, with revenue being                       
either above or below expenses in the future. The group also discussed the need to clarify the role now vs potentially doing it in the                         
future.  
Mr. Knapp asked about the membership number of 7. Ms. Walsh said it is hard to ask anyone to step back now. Mr. Knapp                        
expressed concern in the future, finding members and keeping them engaged.  
 
Property taxation of certain 501(c) type organizations  
 
Mr. Knapp discussed the statute used in Woodbury and Attorney Grogin’s concerns about how Woodbury narrowed their ordinance                  
beyond statute.  
Ms. DeStefano raised concern about setting a precedent with tax abatements.  
Ms. Smith talked about the Mason’s role, not being a charity or religious organization.  
Ms. Bloom agreed this would open a can of worms, also noting that the group does not allow women in their membership.  
Mr. Eide questioned if this was historic or an architectural treasure.  
Ms. DeStefano asked if this is just a loophole to work past practice.  
Mr. Knapp requested that he talk to First Selectman Rosenthal as it was his office that passed on the request for the LC to explore                         
this. 
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First Responder’s Property Tax Abatement 
 
Mr. Knapp reported that he spoke to First Selectman Rosenthal and Patrick Reilly from the BoFC about the budget concerns. There                     
is some time to wait for more budget clarity as it relates to COVID-19 and the state.  
 
Mr. Smith moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:20PM, Ms. Reiss  seconded.  All in favor  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Ryan W. Knapp 
Ordinance Committee Chairman 
 



DRAFT - Community Center  
 
§ 1 
Establishment. 
The Town of Newtown hereby authorizes the establishment of a Community Center 
Commission, to consist of seven members to be appointed as hereinafter provided, and whose 
purpose and duties shall be as follows. 
 
§ 2 
Duties. 
The Community Center Commission shall  
A. 
Annually review membership usage rules/guidelines and rental policies.  Work with the Director 
and their staff to maintain up-to-date language. 
B. 
Collaborate with and support Director and department heads in developing and presenting 
annual budget to the Board of Selectmen,  
C. 
Work with Center staff to create and implement a variety of aquatics and dry space 
programming that attracts new users/members while retaining existing.  
D.  
Review long term capital and/or strategic plans.  Ensure all members and non-members’ needs 
are being met as best as possible within operating capabilities while striving to achieve or 
exceed the goal of revenue-neutral operating budget.   
E. 
Work with the Center director and staff to outline and review marketing plans and materials, with 
a focus on consistency and clarity in message. 
F. 
Collaborate with Friends of Newtown Community Center non-profit arm of Center to outline 
annual fundraising goals, such as scholarships, capital improvements, and programming. 
G. 
Offer representation of the Center to other Town Bodies to ensure collaboration and advocacy. 
 
§ 3 
Staff.- 
Considering the recommendation of the Community Center Commission, the First Selectman 
shall have sole authority to employ such help as may be necessary to properly supervise, 
maintain and develop the goals and objectives of the Newtown Community Center.  
 
§ 4 
Finances. 
A.  



The funds available to the Newtown Community Center from any source shall be placed in the 
custody of the Financial Director of the Town of Newtown, to be held, administered and 
disbursed by the Financial Director as part of, and through, the Town of Newtown General 
Fund. 
B.  
The funds available to the Newtown Community Center from specific gifts or bequest shall be 
placed in the custody of the Financial Director of the Town of Newtown and shall be kept by the 
Financial Director in an account, which shall be known as the "Community Center ### Fund," 
which account shall be separate and distinct from all other Town accounts. 
C.  
The funds available to the Newtown Community Center from the collection of dues, fees, 
charges and other revenue sources shall be placed in the custody of the Financial Director of 
the Town of Newtown, and shall be kept by them, in an account known as the "Community 
Center Revenues Fund," [verify]  which account will be separate from all other Town accounts. 
D.  
The Community Center Director shall regularly update the Community Center Commission on 
the finances of the Newtown Community Center and consider the input and recommendations 
of the Community Center Commission.  
 
§ 5 
Disbursement of funds. 
A.  
The Newtown Community Center shall adhere to the Town of Newtown Purchasing Policy. The 
Director of the Community Center shall authorize the disbursement of all funds appropriated by 
the Town of Newtown for Newtown Community Center purposes, by endorsement of his 
approval on all invoices and bills based on the approved budget for the fiscal year. 
B.  
Disbursements from the Community Center [name?] Fund shall be made on order of the 
Community Center Commission [current practice or Dan R and Matt A?], in accordance with the 
terms of the specific gifts or bequests, which make up said fund. With proper documentation, all 
checks drawn on said Fund shall be signed by the First Selectman and by the Financial Director 
of the Town of Newtown. The funds referred to herein are for the exclusive use of the 
Community Center Commission. 
^^^ verify with grant language  
 
 
§ 9 
Annual budget. 
A. 
The Community Center Commission and the Director shall review budgets as requested by 
department heads,​ draw up an annual budget and present the same to the Board of Selectmen 
at a date determined by the Charter or the Financial Director.  The budget recommendation 
shall include membership fees, rental fees and other revenue sources.  



B. 
As part of the budget process, the Commission shall consult and advise on contractual services, 
maintenance, capital projects and staff positions.  
C. 
Town’s Finance Department input/collaboration will be included to ensure the facility is meeting 
town operating guidelines while also fulfilling any grant requirements until such time as that 
fulfillment need ends.  
 
§ 10 
Members. 
A.  
The Commission shall consist of seven members who shall be appointed by the First Selectman 
of the Town of Newtown with the approval of the Board of Selectmen and who shall serve 
without compensation. 
B.  
The initial members of said Commission shall be appointed for the following terms: two 
members to serve until December 31, 2021, one member to serve until December 31, 2022, 
one member to serve until December 31, 2023, and one member to serve until December 31, 
2024; thereafter, the successive terms of members shall be for a period of four years. 
C.  
The Board of Selectmen may remove any member for cause and shall fill all vacancies. 
D.  
The Commission shall elect a Chairman from its membership; the Chairman shall appoint a 
Secretary, who shall be a member of the Commission. 



Chapter 218. Taxation 

Article VI. Abatement for Structures of Historical or 
Architectural Merit 
[Adopted 5-17-2004, effective 6-7-2004 (Ch. 10, § 10-7, of the Town Code)]

§ 218-23. Abatement authorized. 

Abatement of real property taxes on structures of historical or architectural merit in the Town of 
Woodbury may be allowed, in whole or in part, pursuant to the authority of C.G.S. § 12-127a.

§ 218-24. Determination of historical or architectural merit. 

Structures shall be classified as having historical or architectural merit if they demonstrate 
significant historical or architectural value to the community, as determined in all cases by the 
Old Woodbury Historical Society. In cases where such a structure lies within an historic district, 
the Woodbury Historic District Commission must also concur that such structure demonstrates 
significant historical or architectural value to the community.

§ 218-25. Qualifications; liability for change in status of structure. 

Such tax abatement shall be available to the owners of real property which is so classified if it 
can be shown to the satisfaction of the Town of Woodbury Board of Selectmen that the real 
property is not primarily used for residential and/or commercial purposes and the current level of 
taxation is a material factor which threatens the continued existence of the structure, 
necessitating either its demolition or remodeling in a manner which destroys the historical or 
architectural value. If, after taxes on such structure have been abated under the terms of this 
article, such structure is demolished or remodeled in a way which destroys its architectural or 
historical value, the then owner shall pay to the municipality an amount equal to the total amount 
of taxes which had been abated under the provisions of this article.

§ 218-26. Contracts of abatement. 

A. Once a property has been classified as having historical or architectural merit, the Town of 
Woodbury may, by majority vote of the Board of Selectmen, enter into contracts with the owners 
of such properties granting abatement, in whole or in part, of the real property taxes on such 
structures. Such contracts shall require that the owner of the real property shall apply the money 
equivalent of the taxes abated to maintenance of the structure and/or its surrounding property 
and/or to reducing membership dues if such owner is a fraternal or philanthropic organization.
B. Each such abatement contract shall further:
(1) Specify the effective date of any such abatement;
(2) Specify the amount of any such abatement, including any formula for arriving at such 
amount;
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(3) Specify the duration of the abatement, which shall not exceed the period equal to the 
remainder of the ownership by the then current owner; future owners may apply to the Board of 
Selectmen for a new abatement;
(4) Impose any limitations on such abatement as the Board of Selectmen deems appropriate; and
(5) Reserve the right, for the term of the contract, to redetermine the amount and/or duration of 
such abatement on an annual or other basis, if the Board of Selectmen so desires.

§ 218-27. State assistance. 

The Town of Woodbury may enter into contracts with the state for financial assistance 
reimbursing the Town for all or part of any tax abatement granted to the owner of a structure of 
historical or architectural merit in accordance with this article; provided, however, that such 
reimbursement by the state need not be a condition of any tax abatement hereunder.
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