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Minutes of the Legislative Ordinance Committee Meeting 

 

The Ordinance Committee met on Wednesday June 7th, 2017 in Meeting Room 1 of the Municipal Center, 

3 Primrose Lane, Newtown. Committee Chairman Ryan Knapp called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

Present: Ms. DeStefano, Mr. Eide, Mr. Chaudhary and Mr. Knapp.  Mr. Honan arrived at 7:45 

 

Absent: Ms. Jacob 

 

MINUTES:  

 

Ms. DeStefano moved to approve the minutes of4/1/2017, Mr. Eide seconded.  

Mr. Chaudhary commented that the minutes were well done and he felt as though he had attended. 

3-0 in favor (Mr. Chaudhary abstained)  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 

None 

 

Old Business 

 

Review and Recommendation regarding Pension Committee ordinance language.   

  

Mr. Knapp spoke to Ms. Jacob regarding the draft which she had updated to include committee 

comments.  She is now sending the draft to the stake holders such as the First Selectman to make sure it 

contains all the substantive information it needs.  Then she will report back with an updated draft for 

language review.  

 

Review and recommendation regarding Ad-hoc committee for Policy and Planning for Roads and the 

roads ordinance language. 

 

Mr. Knapp began by speaking to the Road Committee recommendations.  He has read the entire roads 

report as well as our current Code and noted some highlights.  Combining all three ordinances will be an 

extensive rewrite.  The draft is 44 pages long and he would like to speak with legal regarding if that needs 

to all be published or only substantive changes.   

The group discussed the current code and where things fit. 

Mr. Knapp said the two big things are giving the Town a mechanism to accept roads that will never be 

conforming an exemption to our current acceptance process (which the Roads committee said was 

adequate) and a maintenance authorization similar to what currently only exists in policy.  Both of these 

should still protect the Town and not compel infringement on property rights.  

Ms. DeStefano asked about sending this to the stakeholders.  

Mr. Knapp intends to do so once we have more of a draft.  Hopefully before the next meeting.  

Mr. Chaudhary addressed concerns about property ownership and boundary concerns by noting our 

current process and that once we have a way to adopt non-conforming roads, other things will fall into 

place.   

Mr. Eide pulled up New Milford’s minimum standards based ordinance. 

Mr. Knapp preferred a case by case basis approach that does not beholden us to anticipate every 

scenario.  He said there seem to be two ways to approach these roads, one is to grandfather roads which 



predate our standards.  He thought zoning was established in 1959 but would have to check that, and two 

would be to establish a process for roads that cant meet our standards due to physical challenges.   

Mr. Eide had concerns about people who do not want to cooperate with the Town and the Town taking 

the road.  He asked if there was Blight for roads. 

Mr. Knapp said that he likes Glastonbury’s code and how they deal with it. 

Ms. DeStefano questioned why wouldn’t someone give a road to the Town?  With sewers they can force 

people to join. 

Mr. Edie pulled up the Glastonbury code and noted that it limits what the Town will and wont do on non-

town owned roads.   

Mr. Knapp feels that gives the home owner an incentive to cooperate.  The process is to protect the Town 

when a road is not up to code, rather than taking on a liability.  

Mr. Chaudhary suggested a public safety exemption similar to Glastonbury’s. 

Mr. Eide will send the relevant Glastonbury language around to the group. 

Mr. Knapp noted the authorization to plow and sand is awkwardly in the sidewalks ordinance.  He also 

noted that roads has some references to sidewalks.  Similar to Glastonbury, we can add authorization 

language, but was unsure of where it best fits. 

Mr. Chaudhary referenced to policy suggestions in the roads report and suggested adding language to 

compel the Town to develop policy. 

Mr. Knapp felt the substance of those policies are much more operational than legislative and should be 

handled by the process owners and administration.  

Mr. Knapp also raised questions about the specificity of the current ordinance which applies to both the 

Town and developers.  He would like to confirm with Public Works that it is current, nothing that there 

have been updates (referenced in the Roads Report) to the type of stone we use and the approach to 

drainage.  

 

 

Review and recommendation regarding Public Act 14-33. 

 

Mr. Knapp shared the draft of the farm buildings ordinance.  It is essentially done.  

Mr. Chaudhary has concerns about how this would impact revenue.   

Mr. Knapp said that the frame work is done and we could send it to the LC, possibly with a 

recommendation, for an economic discussion at that level.  The total is about $50,000 in revenue and the 

Town does a lot for other entities.  He said this does support our Plan of Conservation and Development 

and noted that we just spent about $500,000 to buy the development rights on just one farm.  The 

language does give the LC the flexibility to change this by resolution.  That this is only for working farms 

that earn or spend $15,000/year on farming. 

Mr. Eide suggested that if we do not recommend the program, we could still give it to the LC so that it is 

on record for future Councils.  

Ms. DeStefano reminded the group that when you give one person a tax break, other people’s costs go 

up.   

Mr. Chaudhary said he feels torn.  

Mr. Honan spoke to the history of the ordinance request.  

Mr. Knapp said there is no need to act tonight.  He would like to send several ordinances to the Council 

conqueringly so they can run through the process in parallel. 

 

Review and Recommendation regarding acquisition and disposition of real property ordinance.   

  

Ms. DeStefano reviewed her draft and asked how she should proceed including information She is 

structuring it like other ordinances and filling in detail behind the Charter.  She is doing a rewrite of the 

Chapter in a new format similar to what was done on Alarms. 

Mr. Knapp suggested that she include everything she can with comments and we can do a read through 

as a group, noting that it is easier to delete than to add content.  



Mr. Chaudhary commented that if no action is taken, the language appears to default to sell property 

obtained for non-payment of taxes.  

Mr. DeStefano will circulate her draft. 

The group will do a line by line read through at the next meeting.  

 

Review and Recommendation regarding abatement for volunteer fire, ambulance and underwater rescue 

personnel.   

  

Mr. Knapp discussed the logistics of bring this forward with other ordinances so that we can run the 

processes in parallel. Still waiting on answers to the questions. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 

None. 

 

Ms DeStefano motioned to adjourn at 9:10.  Mr. Chaudhary Seconded. All in Favor 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Ryan W. Knapp 

Ordinance Committee Chairman 
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 Draft Ordinance for Farm Building Tax Exemption  

Adopted: (Date) , Effective: (Date)  

 

Section 1. Title.  

 

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as “An Ordinance Providing a Property Tax  

Exemption for Farm Buildings.”  

 

Section 2. Legislative Authority.  

 

This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the provisions of Section 12-91(c) of the Connecticut  

General Statutes, as it may be amended from time-to-time.  

 

Section 3. Findings and Purpose.  

 

The Legislative Council of the Town of Newtown finds that the preservation of farming and farmland is 

vitally important to retaining Newtown’s rural character and quality of life, works towards the Plan 

Goals in the Newtown Plan of Conservation and Development, and promotes economic and 

environmental sustainability. Therefore, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes § 12-91(c), as 

amended, the Town of Newtown seeks to protect, preserve and promote the health, welfare and quality 

of life of its people by providing a tax exemption for certain farm buildings.  

 

Section 4. Applicability and Benefits.  

 

(a) For a farmer who qualifies for the farm machinery exemption under Connecticut General  

Statutes § 12-91(a), any building used actually and exclusively in farming, as “farming” is  

defined in Section 1-1 of the Connecticut General Statutes, except for any building used to  

provide housing for seasonal employees of such farmer, upon proper application being made  

in accordance with this section, shall be exempt from property tax to the extent of an  

assessed value of one hundred thousand dollars.  

 

(b) This exemption shall not apply to any residence of any farmer.  

 

(c) Annually, within thirty days after the assessment date, each individual farmer, group of  

farmers, partnership or corporation shall make written application to the Assessor for the  

exemption provided in subsection (a) of this section, including therewith a notarized affidavit  

certifying that such farmer, individually or as part of a group, partnership or corporation,  

derived at least fifteen thousand dollars in gross sales from such farming operation or  

incurred at least fifteen thousand dollars in expenses related to such farming operation, with  

respect to the most recently completed taxable year of such farmer prior to the  

commencement of the assessment year for which such application is made, on forms  

prescribed by the Commissioner of Agriculture. Failure to file such application in said  

manner and form within the time limit prescribed shall be considered a waiver of the right to  

such exemption for the assessment year. Any person aggrieved by any action of the Assessor  

shall have the rights and remedies for appeal and relief as are provided in the general statutes for 

taxpayers claiming to be aggrieved by the doings of the Assessor.  



MOTION to amend §185-48 of the Code Book by adding the following sections: 
 
§185-48 

P. Should a road be judged by the Selectman’s Office to be unable to meet the modified 
design standards established under §185-47, the First Selectman shall bring a recommendation 
to the Legislative Council to exempt the road from the modified design standards and accepted. 

Q. The following roads have been accepted by the Town, pursuant to §185-48P: 
 

Road Miles 

  

 
 
MOTION to rename Ch. 204 Article I of the Code Book to “Town Maintenance of Private 
Roads”, strike §204-2 and replace with language below: 
 
§204-2 Maintaining in order to provide emergency services 

A. The Board of Selectmen is hereby empowered and directed to provide the following 
services on private roads to the extent necessary to provide residents of the Town of Newtown 
wherever situated with police, fire, ambulance and other emergency protection throughout those 
portions of each year that such road services are required to maintain suitable access to such 
residents by emergency vehicles. The foregoing shall not be construed as authorizing such 
services for any private road on which there are fewer than three occupied residences or which 
is in such condition as to create a hazard to Town equipment; nor shall the Board of Selectmen 
be required to provide such services beyond the last inhabited house on any private road. Such 
services shall in no way adversely affect the clearing of accepted Town roads and shall be 
performed on a schedule to be established by the Board of Selectmen in its discretion. 

(1) Snow plowing and ice sanding; 
(2) Sweeping; 
(3) Surface patching; 
(4) Oiling and incidental sanding; 
(5) Installation and maintenance of any official traffic-control devices and street signs as 

defined in G.S. § 14-297, which are approved by the traffic authority. 
B. If the town considers it necessary to public safety or otherwise desirable to provide 

additional work, services or improvements to private roads eligible for maintenance under 
§204-2 (A), such work, services or improvements may be provided by the town or its designees 
provided an agreement is executed between the town and the owners of the land upon which 
the road rests, or which the road benefits, concerning the work, services or improvements. The 
town may decline to provide additional work, service or improvements unless the agreement 
apportions costs among the parties. 
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ARTICLE III. - PRIVATE ROADS AND STREETS[3]  

 

Footnotes:  

--- (3) ---  

Editor's note—An ordinance of Nov. 23, 1982, amended the 1960 Code by repealing §§ 2401—2403, 
which had been codified herein as Art. III, §§ 17-31—17-33. Said ordinance enacted new §§ 2401—2406, 
of which 2401, 2403—2406 have been codified, at the editor's discretion, as a new Art. III, §§ 17-31—17-
35. 

 

Sec. 17-31. - Purpose.  

This article shall govern the manner in which the town may provide certain maintenance to roads that 
are not accepted public highways.  

(Ord. of 11-23-82) 

Note— See editor's note for Ch. 17, Art. III, found at the bottom of page CD17:8, for former 
derivation of Ch. 17, Art. III.  

Sec. 17-32. - Private roads approved for maintenance.  

(a) The department of public works is authorized to provide those maintenance services described in 
section 17-33 of this article for the following private roads, or parts thereof as the case may be, that 
were in use prior to January 1, 1945:  

 Miles  

Birch Trail 0.29 

Carini Road 0.16 

Carter Court 0.10 

Chestnut Hill Terrace 0.07 

Cotton Hollow Road 0.47 

Cross Trail 0.04 

East Lake Shore Trail 0.27 
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Fern Street 0.17 

Green Cemetery Road 0.24 

Hilltop Trail 0.04 

Hopewell Heights 0.17 

Lake Shore Trail 0.31 

Laurel Trail 0.22 

Montano Road 0.08 

Owens Lane 0.20 

Pearl Street 0.06 

Pine Tree Lane 0.19 

Roaring Brook Plaza 0.08 

Sherbrook Drive 0.14 

Springside Trail 0.33 

Trymbulak Lane 0.22 

Washington Street 0.17 

  

(b) Maintenance services shall be provided for the private roads listed in this section only if such roads 
are reasonably safe. The director of public works shall inspect, or cause to be inspected, the listed 
private roads and shall determine if they are reasonably safe for use by town employees providing the 
maintenance services. If a private road is not reasonably safe, no maintenance services shall be 
provided by the town unless the owners of the private road, or owners of property abutting the private 
road, as the case may be, properly correct the unsafe condition or conditions.  

(c) The private roads, or parts thereof, approved for maintenance shall be shown on a map which shall 
be available for public inspection in the town clerk's office.  

(Ord. of 11-23-82) 
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Note— See editor's note for Ch. 17, Art. III, found at the bottom of page CD17:8, for former 
derivation of Ch. 17, Art. III.  

Sec. 17-33. - Maintenance services to be provided.  

(a) Notwithstanding maintenance provided to private roads under the former ordinance, maintenance 
services provided under section 17-32 of this article shall be limited to the following services:  

(1) Snow plowing and ice sanding; 

(2) Sweeping; 

(3) Surface patching; 

(4) Oiling and incidental sanding; 

(5) Installation and maintenance of any official traffic-control devices and street signs as defined in 
G.S. § 14-297, which are approved by the traffic authority.  

(b) If the town considers it necessary to public safety or otherwise desirable to provide additional work, 
services or improvements to roads approved for maintenance under section 17-32 of this article such 
work, services or improvements may be provided by the town or its designees provided an agreement 
is executed between the town and the owners of the land upon which the road rests, or which the road 
benefits, concerning the work, services or improvements. The town may decline to provide additional 
work, service or improvements unless the agreement apportions costs among the parties.  

(Ord. of 11-23-82) 

Note— See editor's note for Ch. 17, Art. III, found at the bottom of page CD17:8, for former 
derivation of Ch. 17, Art. III.  

Sec. 17-34. - Acceptance for maintenance not to be construed as acceptance as public highway.  

Approval of a private road for maintenance, improvement or hard-surfacing under section 17-32 of this 
article and/or approval of additional work, services, or improvements under section 17-33 shall not be 
considered acceptance of that road as a public highway.  

(Ord. of 11-23-82) 

Note— See editor's note for Ch. 17, Art. III, found at the bottom of page CD17:8, for former 
derivation of Ch. 17, Art. III.  

Sec. 17-35. - Planning and zoning.  

Nothing in this article shall be construed to modify or change any of the requirements laid down by the 
town plan and zoning commission and approved by the town for the acceptance of new roads as public 
highways.  

(Ord. of 11-23-82) 

Cross reference— Plan and zoning commission, § 15-36 et seq.  

Note— See editor's note for Ch. 17, Art. III, found at the bottom of page CD17:8, for former 
derivation of Ch. 17, Art. III.  
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Secs. 17-36—17-45. - Reserved.  


























