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191 S. MAIN STREET

NEWTOWN, CONNECTICUT 06470
TEL. (203) 270-4360

FAX. (203) 270-4247

TOWN OF NEWTOWN

BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS
The Board of Police Commissioners
Regular Meeting, Tuesday, June 1, 2021
191 South Main Street, Newtown
Conference Room

MINUTES ARE NOT FINALIZED UNTIL APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF POLICE
COMMISSIONERS

Present: Joel Faxon, Scott Cicciari, Neil Chaudhary, Joan Plouffe
Absent: Andy Sachs

Also Present: Capt. Vanghele, four members of the public, one by phone.
Chairman Faxon called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Public Participation: none.

Police Union Participation: none.

Consideration and action on the minutes: Commissioner Plouffe moved to accept the minutes of the
regular meeting of May 4, 2021. Commissioner Chaudhary seconded. All in favor.

Chief’s Report: Chief Viadero thanked the commission members that attended the ceremony for Steve
Ketchum. It was a fitting tribute and his family was very appreciative. Staff update: Pete Wlasuk will
graduate the academy in July, Hugo Rojas is in the field, doing FTO training, working on hours toward
POST certification. Frank Piazza is doing well; anticipated graduation is late September. Gladys Pisani
and Bob Haas are retiring in June. Jason Frank will retire in August. Anticipating the vacancies there will
be interviews in the near future; there are upcoming academy classes. There will be two vacancies in the
Detective Bureau; testing will be late June, early July. There was a notable arrest, by Officers Hayes and
McCarthy involving a domestic assault/car accident. Officer Chapman made a complicated arrest related
to the zoom bombing of a high school class. A 15 year old Newtown juvenile was charged with three
counts of ridicule on the count of race, three counts of computer crime in the fifth degree and disorderly
conduct. Officer James made arrest on a warrant, motor vehicle charges, a good amount of fentanyl was
recovered. The Police Cadet Program has begun again. Chief Viadero invited the commission to stop in on
Wednesday nights. The program is being led by Officer Hayes; Officers John & Stephanie McDermott and
Officer Hull are assisting. St. Rose held an appreciation day for Public Safety, Ambulance, Fire and
Medical professionals. Chief Viadero was invited to speak to the Newtown Men’s Club about the Police
Accountability bill. Range was held the last two weeks of May to requalify officers. Use of force and de-
escalation goes along with firearms training. The current body cameras have reached the four year life
expectancy; a three year contract with Axon body cameras is being finalized. The cameras will be paid for
with asset forfeiture funds but will need to be budgeted for in the future. The contract includes a warrantee.
Dr. McCabe, Program Coordinator for an audit of NYPD body worn camera videos offered the same
program to Newtown. Chief Viadero sees this as a good opportunity to have an external review. Videos
involving complaints and arrests are saved. Chief Viadero hopes there will be funding in the future due to
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the state mandate. There is a new state hire of a crisis intervention clinician to help with follow up on mental
health issues in town. There has been an increase in traffic due to work on 1-84 resurfacing.

Old Business:
a. Flagpole Accident Data: Capt. Vanghele presented the attached Flagpole Intersection Vehicle Accident

Study from 2017-2021 breaking down the number of accidents as well as the types of accidents that occur
at the flagpole, which is one of the top three areas in Town for accidents. Capt. Vanghele reviewed
information from past studies. Speed is not generally a factor in any of the accidents. The most frequent
accidents occur at the stop sign at the top of Church Hill Road; the least frequent accidents are on West
Street. This study shows there is 1.6 accident per 281,250 motor vehicles; passing on the right is a problem.
Chairman Faxon said the state is not agreeable to a stop light due to the back up of traffic. A traffic circle
would require use of eminent domain. The area deserves attention however the resolution may be difficult.
Commissioner Cicciari thanked Capt. Vanghele for the detailed report voicing surprise that the most
frequent accidents are not those with vehicles making a turn. Greg Pategas of 126 Toddy Hill Road was
hit by a pick up truck at the flagpole going to a boy scout meeting with his sons. Traffic is increasing, he
believes speed is becoming more of a factor and the flagpole is a historic nuisance. He wants to understand
what can be done, incrementally, but noted there will traffic back up; the traffic is flowing now because
people are passing illegally on the right. Going to another scout meeting recently an 18 wheeler passed on
the right. There is inadequate land in the area which limits viable options. Chief Viadero said that raised
roadways will get the attention of drivers. Sherry Bermingham of 42 Main Street said the five speed bumps
on Queen Street diverts more traffic to Main Street and suggested removing some of them. The
Commission further discussed options, agreeing signage and painted lines on the road will not work.
Relative to raised structures CDOT will have to approve the design, engineering, change of surface and
likely the surface material. Chief Viadero said that he went to Hartford, in 2016, with Dan Rosenthal and
Fred Hurley, Director of Public Works. The state needs interest from the Town; funding was pushed to
WestCOG, the planning agency for this area. It has been discussed, with no plan. Greg Pategas said that
drivers on Toddy Hill Road have been respecting the recently etched center line and suggested a rumble
strip at the Flagpole. Chief Viadero will follow up with the state.

b. Summer Calendar: Commissioner Cicciari moved to cancel the July 2021 meeting. Commissioner
Chaudhary seconded. All in favor.

Correspondence: none.

Commissioner Participation: none.

Public Participation: none.

Adjournment: Having no further business to report Commissioner Plouffe moved to adjourn the regular

meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners at 7:39 p.m. Commissioner Chaudhary seconded. All in
favor.

Att: Flagpole Intersection Vehicle Accident Study 2017-20

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Marcinek, Clerk
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