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COMMUNITY FACILITIESINVENTORY

The provision of municipal infrastructure and community facilitiesis one of the
primary functions of town government. The availability, condition, capacity, and cost
of municipal infrastructure and community facilities affect Newtown's land use, the
density of development and in general, the quality of life of the community.

A C LG Eaciliti

General government functionsin Newtown are administered from a variety of
locations as described as follows:

Edmond Town Hall- Main Street
A ssessor

Community Development Office
Finance

First Selectman’s Office

Human Resources

Probate Judge

Registrars of Voters

Tax Collector

Town Clerk

Town Hall South- Main Street
Parks and Recreation

Police Department

Social Services

Canaan House- Fairfield Hills
Building Department
Fire Marshal
Health District
Land Use Agency-
(Planning & Zoning Commission, Zoning Board
of Appeals and Conservation Commission)

Public Works Building- Turkey Hill Rd
Highway Department

Public Works

Town Engineer

Multi Purpose Building- Riverside Rd.
Senior Center

In addition, the Board of Education’s administrative offices are located in Canaan
House, on the Fairfield Hills campus.
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Responding to the need to develop a
more organized approach to housing
municipa government functions,
the Town undertook an analysisto
identify present and future
municipal space needs and develop
astrategy to meet those needs. In
June of 2001, voters authorized a
bond referendum to develop a Town
Hall on the Fairfield Hills Campus.
Thisfacility would replace Edmond
Town Hall and consolidate many
municipal government services Public Works Facility

under oneroof. The uses currently

being considered to be housed within the Fairfield Hills Town Hall include: Assessor,
Community Development Office, Finance, First Selectman’s Office, Human
Resources, Probate Judge, Registrars of Voters, Tax Collector, Town Clerk, Building
Department, Town Engineer, Director of Public Works, Conservation, Fire Marshal,
Health District, Land Use Agency and Board of Education.

The Town of Newtown isin the process of acquiring the former Fairfield Hills
Hospital campus and surrounding land and the Town is currently in the final stages of
planning for the future municipal uses which will be located on this site. In addition to
the relocation of Town Hall to Fairfield Hills, as approved by votersin June of 2001, it
is possible that other municipal services may aso be
relocated to Fairfield Hills.

Such other uses may include the Senior Center,
currently located in the Multi-Purpose building in o
Sandy Hook and in need of additional space, and the |{&
Parks and Recreation Department, which is
currently located in the lower level of Town Hall
South and aso looking for additional space. The
characteristics of the services rendered by these two
municipal agencies generate space reguirements
which can not be efficiently accommodated within a ' =

Town Hall setting. Multi-Purpose Building — Sandy Hook

While the future Town Hall will provide space for the functions of administering most
town services, other facilities are maintained by the Town for purposes of storing and
maintaining the equipment used by town departments in providing other essential
municipa services. These include the Department of Public Works facility, located on
Turkey Hill Road and the Park and Recreation maintenance and storage facility,
located at Treadwell Park. Thislatter facility has been termed inadequate to meet
current and future needs and the Town'’s draft Capital Improvements Plan through the
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year 2007 has alocated $1,600,000 for the design and construction of a new Parks and
Recreation maintenance facility.

Existing School Facilities: With the opening of the Reed Intermediate School, the

Newtown Public School system consists of four elementary schools serving grades

pre-kindergarten through 4, an intermediate school serving grades 5 and 6, amiddle

Table 1
NEWTOWN SCHOOL FACILITIES
Year Additions & # of Current Rated

Hawley Elementary 29 Church Hill Rd. PK-5 1921 1948/1997 26 471 550
Sandy Hook Elementary Dickenson Drive K-5 1956 1964/1993/2000 34 658 764
Head O'Meadow Elem. 94 Boggs Hill Road K-5 1977 22 471 513
Middle-Gate Elementary 7 Cold Spring Road PK-5 1964 1993 25 468 580
Reed Intermediate 3 Trades Lane 5-6 2003 44 839 1,100
Middle School 11 Queen Street 6-8 1951 1954/56/'70/'87 69 851 1,077
High School 12 Berkshire Rd (Rt 34) 9-12 1970 1997 88 1,418 1,525
Alternative High School Canaan House 9-12 1940 2000 8 18* 20
* Alternative High School students are included under High School enroliment above.
Source: Newtown Board of Education; HMA

school serving grades 7 and 8 and a high school serving grades 9 through 12.
Newtown Board of Education administrative offices and the Alternative High School
are currently housed in Canaan House, on the Fairfield Hills Campus. Table 1
presents a summary of Newtown’s public school facilities.

Student Enrollment: School enrollment has risen steadily from 3,711 studentsin the
1993/1994 school year to 5,201 students in the 2002/2003 school year, an increase of

Table 2

NEWTOWN SCHOOL FACILITIES
STUDENT ENROLLMENT BY FACILITY

School Year Change % Change

School Facility 1993/1994 1994/1995 1995/1996 1996/1997 1997/1998 1998/1999 1999/2000 2000/2001 2001/2002 1993-2001 1993-2001
Hawley Elementary 322 339 349 389 4388 525 547 557 546 224 69.6%
Sandy Hook Elementary 563 564 611 636 638 668 700 723 760 197 35.0%
Head O'Meadow Elem. 506 547 553 551 550 552 570 576 578 72 14.2%)
Middle-Gate Elementary 475 471 489 495 507 530 539 567 550 75 15.8%
Middle School 853 888 897 930 953 1,044 1,116 1,186 1,220 367 43.0%
High School 992 1012 1,085 1074 1125 1194 1244 1332 1364 372 37.5%

Totals 3,711 3,821 3,984 4,075 4,261 4513 4,716 4,941 5,018 1,307 35.2%

Source: Connecticut Department of Education, Strategic School Profiles; HMA
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1,490 students. The increase in student enrollment necessitated several school
improvement and expansion projects, culminating with the construction of the Reed
Intermediate School on the Fairfield Hills Campus, which opened in January of 2003.
The Reed Intermediate School houses fifth grade students, who were previously taught
in the Town’s four e ementary schools and sixth grade students, who were previously
taught in the Middle School. Asaresult of the opening of the new Intermediate
School and moving grade 6 from the Middle School to the Intermediate School,
enrollment in the Middle School has decreased by approximately 1/3. Moving grade 5
from the Town’s four elementary schools to the new Intermediate School should aso
“free-up four to five rooms at each elementary building...”*

Table 3
NEWTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
: LEnroll | Enroll Proiecti
Elementary Intermediate  Middle High

School Year PreK Schools School School School Totals
1992/1993 33 1,468 556 540 931 3,528
1993/1994 14 1,534 592 570 992 3,702
1994/1995 17 1,609 601 578 1,012 3,817
1995/1996 12 1,695 590 601 1,085 3,983
1996/1997 14 1,743 626 616 1,074 4,073
1997/1998 18 1,810 678 628 1,125 4,259
1998/1999 17 1,882 747 673 1,194 4,513
1999/2000 23 1,927 801 721 1,244 4,716
2000/2001 17 2,010 814 768 1,332 4,941
2001/2002 26 2,006 806 816 1,364 5,018
2002/2003 25 2,059 842 848 1,427 5,201
2003/2004 25 2,077 879 858 1,532 5,371
2004/2005 25 2,122 875 880 1,606 5,508
2005/2006 25 2,103 920 919 1,666 5,633
2006/2007 25 2,138 942 914 1,727 5,746
2007/2008 25 2,111 919 963 1,776 5,794
2008/2009 25 2,099 944 984 1,793 5,845
2009/2010 25 2,075 942 960 1,882 5,884
2010/2011 25 2,050 950 986 1,895 5,906
2011/2012 25 2,020 957 984 1,925 5,911
2012/2013 25 2,026 924 992 1,965 5,932
Source: Connecticut Department of Education; Newtown Board of Education; HMA

Enrallment Projections: Enrollment projections have been prepared for the Newtown
Board of Education by the Connecticut Department of Education and by school

! Source: Enrallment Projection Update- Newtown Public Schoals, Bothwell Consulting Associates,
December 2002, page 7.

Newtown, Connecticut Plan of Conservation and Development - 2002 Update




Sandy Hook Elementary School Head O’ Meadow Elementary School

Sandy Hook Elementary School Middle Gate Elementary School

Reed Intermediate School
Newtown Middle School

Newtown High School
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enrollment projection consultants, contracted by the Newtown Board of Education.
The Board of Education is currently using the State’ s enrollment projections for
facility planning, as presented in Table 3. These estimates project continued growth in
student enrollment.

In preparing these projections, the Connecticut Department of Education looks back
five years to understand the historical growth in enrollment, examines annual “in-
migration,” labor force changes, the rate of housing development and considers the
Town’s potential to accommodate future growth.

Eacility Requirements. The Newtown Board of Education has the responsibility for
evaluating how to best meet the Town’ s future school facility needs. These needs
include:

Elementary Schoals: Based upon the State enrollment projections presented above, it
appears that the Town will have sufficient facility capacity to accommodate elementary
enrollments through the 2012-2013 school year. Although sufficient elementary
school capacity exists during this planning horizon, it would be prudent for the Town
to consider land banking an elementary school site of approximately 25 acresin size to
meet long term future needs. The Town has established a strategy for locating its
newer elementary schools within the neighborhoods served. Based upon residentia
devel opment patterns and the fact that Sandy Hook Elementary School has an
enrollment level which is approximately 30% greater that the Town’s other elementary
schools, a possible location for land banking for a future elementary school would be
in the southeastern area of Town.

Intermediate and Middle Schoals: A comparison of the rated student capacity of the
Intermediate and Middle Schools to future student enrollment projections indicates
that these facilities will have sufficient capacities through the 2012-2013 school year.

High Schoal: While no monies have been budgeted in the Town’ s draft Capital
Improvements Plan through the year 2007 for school expansion, based upon the above
enrollment projections, the High School facility will reach its enrollment capacity
beginning in the Fall of 2003 and exceed rated capacity by 440 students by the 2012-
2013 school year. To address thislack of capacity in the short term, the Board of
Education is considering moving the Technology Department, Pupil Services,
Personnel Services, Director of Buildings and Grounds, and Adult Education from the
High School, to be housed with the Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent,
Business and Transportation offices. By moving these functions out of the High
School, severa additional classrooms will become available to meet enrollment
increases. Thisisviewed as atemporary solution to address alack of student capacity.

To meet the facility demands caused by enrollment being over capacity by 440 high
school students by the 2012-2013 school year, the Board of Education has considered
two primary options. One option is to expand the existing High School. Some of the
problems associated with this option include poor soils to support building
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