Field Administration and Facility Use Manual

Code of Conduct for Field Users on all Park and BOE Fields

The Newtown Recreation Code of Conduct will be enforced before, during and after all field
reservations for practices, games or tournament play. Town of Newtown park rules,
regulations and ordinances will be strictly enforced. Each individual or organization that
reserves fields from the Town of Newtown will be responsible for the conduct and actions of
ALL individuals involved with the rental. Once the rental contract has been made it is to be
understood that ALL individuals associated with the user group have been made aware of all
park rules and regulations in addition to the code of conduct.

NEWTOWN RECREATION
CODE OF CONDUCT

The following outlines the basic categories of those involved in Newtown Recreation activities and
guidelines designed to focus on acceptable roles and behaviors for each.

THE PROGRAM DIRECTOR:

e  Must be committed to high standards of ethics, sportsmanship and personal conduct for
him/herself, members of the coaching staff and the athletes representing the recreation
department.

e Will develop a program for teaching and promoting the ideals and fundamentals of good
sportsmanship within the programs, coaching staffs, sports teams, individual athletes and
spectators.

o  Will provide appropriate supervisory personnel at each event.

o  Will openly recognize exemplary sportsmanlike behavior, while at the same time actively
discouraging undesirable conduct by participants, coaches and fans.

e Shall provide and enforce a code of conduct for players, coaches and spectators.

e Program Director or his/her designee has responsibility and authority to eject any player, coach
or individual for flagrant violation of the rules.
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THE COACH:

e Must be aware of his/her powerful influence in affecting the attitudes and conduct of
the players and fans, and shall model good sportsmanship in work and action.

e Shall be thoroughly acquainted with the spirit and letter of contest rules and interpret
these rules to team members.

e Must exhibit dignity and self-control during athletic contests, and follow proper and
acceptable processes for registering a complaint or protest.

e Shall treat opposing players, coaches and fans with respect, avoiding deliberate
attempts to humiliate (such as running up the score).

e Must be aware of the importance of substituting whenever possible, especially when
the outcome of the contest has become clear.

e Must take quick and decisive action when athletes exhibit poor sportsmanship,
removing them for the contest if necessary.

e Will assist the program director in promoting sportsmanship among players and
spectators.

e Shall respect the judgment of contest officials, abide by the rules of the contest and
display no negative behavior that could incite fans.

e Must assist the athletes in learning self-restraint and good sportsmanship both at
practices and contest situations.

THE ATHLETE:

e Will try always to be the best that he/she can be both physically and mentally, and play hard to
win within the contest rules.

e Wil accept seriously the responsibility and privilege of representing his/her team and
community, displaying positive public action at all times.

e Shall respect the judgment of contest officials, abide by the rules of the contest and display no
negative behavior that could incite fans.

e Will treat opponents with respect, and resist the temptation to taunt or “show boat”.

e Shall live up to standards of sportsmanship established by the league, recreation department
and coach.

e  Will resist the temptation to find fault with others, and be equally fair with him/her, not felling
personally responsible for failure.

e Shall accept the fact that winning a contest, which is everyone’s goal, is not the only way to be a
winner. (Knowing that you have done your best makes you a winner regardless of the score).
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THE SPECTATOR:

e Must recognize that attending Newtown Recreation contest is a privilege to enjoy the contest,
not a license to verbally assault officials or coaches.

e Should show respect and courtesy to both players and fans from opposing teams.

e Should know and understand the rules of the game.

e Should enjoy and acknowledge good performance from players from every team.

e Must respect the decisions of the officials and demonstrate self-control and restraint if they
make a poor call, recognizing that they too, are human.

e Should congratulate players, coaches and fans from both sides following a well-played contest.

e Should support without recrimination your players and coaches following a loss.

e Should denounce fans who share the stands with you who are abusive or use profanity in cheers
or otherwise.

e Must be guided by the phrase “Cheer for your team, not against you opponent.”

THE OFFICIAL:

e Must know and understand the rules of the contest he/she officiates.

e Should understand his/her role in controlling not only the contest, but also the safety of players
and the contest environment.

e Must not tolerate unsportsmanlike behavior on the part of players or coaches, and must provide
timely and appropriate rulings when such is displayed.

e Should use his/her influence to encourage players to learn and practice good sportsmanship and
fair play.

e Must help players stay focused on the game before natural tensions and emotions get beyond
control.

e Must be consistent, calling the same game throughout, making decisions promptly, fairly and
without arrogance.

e Must maintain confidence and poise, must not exhibit emotions or argue with participants
and/or coaches when enforcing rules.

A NOTE TO PARENTS:

e You have entrusted your child to the care of a coach. This coach has accepted the responsibility
for many reasons, including: He/she loves the game, desires to pass on the benefits of athletic
participation, thrives on the challenge an excitement of preparing a team for competition and
truly enjoys the association with eager and enthusiastic children.

e You may not always agree with the philosophy or coaching techniques of your child’s coach, but
it is important to respect these differences. Your child will have many tutors as he or she
matures. Dealing with these different influences enhances the maturation process.
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e But if you find that your disagreement is sufficiently strong, be fair with the coach and openly
discuss your concerns with him or her. If this communication proves unproductive, you are
encouraged to discuss the issue with the program director. Please refrain from “coach bashing.”
Such activity creates a negative environment which polarizes rather than solves problems.

e The Recreation department admires and respects the sacrifices made by the families of athletic
children in the pursuit of sports. We appreciate your cooperation in helping us provide the most

positive athletic experience possible.

THE ATHLETE’S PROMISE:

| will participate in athletic contests to the best of my mental and physical ability and will accept
victory or defeat with grace. | will respect my opponent and play fairly within the rules of the games, in
the true spirit of sportsmanship.

THE SPECTATOR’S RESPONSIBILITY:

Cheer enthusiastically for your team, not against their opponent. Remember that you are
watching a sport whose participants are friendly rivals, not enemies. Show respect and courtesy to the
players and coaches from both teams. Demonstrate your support regardless of the contest outcome,
knowing that in hard, clean competition, all are winners.

Remember the officials are men and women who are assigned to administer the rules of the
sport. Their experience and integrity qualify them for their part in our competitions. Please reflect
attitudes of sportsmanship no matter what your personal feelings or loyalty may be. Athletics are for
sportsmen and sportswomen, both on the field of play and in the stands.

CONSEQUENCES FOR VIOLATION OF RULES OR CODE OF CONDUCT:
1* OFFENSE: Warning by town staff and letter sent to permit holder
2"Y OFFENSE: Loss of next scheduled use and letter to permit holder

3" OFFENSE: Loss of field usage for the remainder of the year
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OPEN TRYOUTS:

The following procedures must be included as a component of all open tryouts to be considered
for field use.

1.

Inform all/any eligible players of date and location of the tryout though at least two
local publications and tow means of social media. (email, organization website,
Facebook page)

Ensure tryout publicity is adequate and timely. Proof of advertisement at least two
weeks prior to tryouts is required.

Secure appropriate facilities/equipment through Parks and Recreation or a documented
facility.

A player’s technical, tactical, functional offensive and functional defending skills are to
be evaluated by an independent or non-parent evaluators using the same defined
process at every tryout.

Every player should receive a copy of a personal Evaluation Form completed by an
Evaluator.

All parties are expected to exhibit ethical behavior.

No player shall wear a Select Season or Team uniform during tryouts to ensure their
anonymity from evaluators.

If an organization strongly feels that there is not enough resident players from the
tryout list to safely round out a team grouping that organization may request to select
payers not listed on the tryout list or may look to other leagues to fill that roster. This
option is only to be used as an absolute last resort and not as an avenue to exclude
marginal resident level players who participated in tryouts from the next higher level
team.

Tryout rosters, including names and residency as well as evaluation sheets must be kept
by all organizations for review by Newtown Parks and Recreation if requested.
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