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THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 
COMMISSION 

 Sustainable Energy Commission held a regular meeting Thursday, February 20, 2020, in shared 
meeting room 3 of the Municipal Center located at 3 Primrose Street, Newtown, CT 06470.  
Chairman Kathy Quinn called the meeting to order at 7:00pm 

Present:  Kathy Quinn, Mark Sievel, Allen Adriani, Vanessa Villamil, George Brown, Erik 
Weiss,  Zach Marchetti, David Stout (arrived 7:10) 

Absent:  Tom Snayd 

Also Present: Director of Public Works Fred Hurley, Bob Gerbert, Chair of the CIP Committee 
Board of Ed - Dan Delia 

Communications – K. Quinn distributed an article from the January 24th, 2020 Newtown Bee 
which provided information about the Connecticut Green Bank’s new initiative “Charge Up CT 
Buildings”.  (Att. A.)  The program offers businesses who use the C-PACE program an 
opportunity to get a free electric vehicle charging station. She asked that members share this 
information with any they may know of who is working on a commercial project.  K. Quinn then 
told members about the Home Energy Solutions program which is an energy assessment for 
homes.  She explained that some of the work is done at the time of the inspection such as light 
bulb replacement and sealing of minor leaks.  The cost is $75.  More information can be found 
on energizect.com.  B. Gerbert recommended scheduling the assessment when home owners are 
ready to spend money on the recommended changes to take full advantage of offered discounts.  

Public Comments – none. 

Acceptance of Minutes:  M. Sievel moved to amend the minutes of the 1/16/2020 meeting to 
add that Allen Adriani was voted in as Vice Chair and to make a correction under the section 
Discussion with Robert Gerbert regarding the schools and energy savings measures and indoor 
air Quality issues to correct from “R. Gerbert explained that they have done one off air quality 
tests when a concern came up” to “R. Gerbert explained that they have done air quality tests 
when a concern came up” and to note that there was an official report of indoor air quality.  A. 
Adriani seconded.  All in favor. 

BUSINESS 
 
C-Power Proposal – F. Hurley began by explaining that some things are already available through C-
Power via the master agreement with the town, however other firms are also interested in assisting with 
the demand study.  F. Hurley recommended that a small sub-group of 3 be put together to craft the RFP.  
He then talked about funding.  Based upon demand and other factors the group decided to begin the pilot 
with the High School, Middle School and Municipal Center.  F. Hurley will contact C-Power. 
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Discussion with Robert Gerbert regarding the schools and energy saving measures and Indoor Air 
Quality issues, recycling – Allen Adriani began by telling everyone that he reached out to Dan Delia to 
discuss opportunities for the Sustainable Energy Commission to work with the schools.  Mr. Delia noted 
how hard B. Gerbert has been working and explained that they are working together for the betterment of 
the town.  K. Quinn told everyone the idea of forming a sub-committee to address school building related 
issues.  F. Hurley explained that these types of issues are first addressed at the staff level and 
recommended possibly having liaisons.  A. Adriani said that he and D. Delia discussed a periodic walk-
thru of the schools to look at equipment and help plan for the CIP.  B. Gerbert reported on the recycling at 
the Sandy Hook School.  The kids are getting better every day and the next step will be to roll-out to other 
schools.  Preliminary data showed after all lunch waves were completed there was one 5-gallon pail of 
liquid collected and between 8 – 10 bags of trash which is a reduction of one-half.   
 
Reusable bags – M. Sievel displayed options for a reusable bag which included detailed full-color 

printing and less elaborate one color prints.  V. Villamil recommended having 80% printed on the 
bags in reference to the town’s 80% reduction in its carbon footprint.  The group discussed the 
budget and number of bags to order. 
 
Information Sheet for Building Dept. – K. Quinn said she would like to put together an information 
sheet that would be at available at the town building department for new construction mostly to direct 
people to energizect.com.  This information could also be available on the website.  F. Hurley 
recommended adding information regarding C-Pace and for a meeting with Economic and Community 
Development to discuss options for distribution of this information.   E. Weiss recommended creating a 
program to recognize businesses who take energy efficiency measures.  Recognition of the business on 
websites and social media would work as free marketing for the business. 
 
ZREC for Community Center, new Police Station and Hook & Ladder Fire House – F. Hurley 
informed everyone that direct solar projects for Newtown Hook & Ladder, the Community Center and 
Police department are all in the works.  Newtown Hook & Ladder will most likely end up with a roof 
mount. 
 
VNM solar project – (Griswold) 2MW (AC) - Public Works Director, F. Hurley distributed his update 
for the meeting.  (Att. B)   
 
VNM new 2 MW (AC) system – Credit for High School (Hampton) - (att B) F. Hurley began by 
telling the group that the first 2 megawatts in Jackson and Sherman are live and producing energy.  It is 
expected the high school will see VNM credits by this June.  He explained that he has told the Finance 
boards it will take time for the VNM credits to balance with the payments that need to be made.  The 
second 2 megawatts have been tested and should be operation in a few weeks and will pick up the Middle 
School, Head O’Meadow, Reed (portions not solar), and the Sandy Hook (portions not solar) and Hawley. 
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Electric Vehicles – charging stations – RFP this spring -  K. Quinn confirmed with F. Hurley that he 
will be looking at an RFP in the springtime. 
 

Energy Savings program: 
Community Center / Senior Center – No update. 
Police Dept. – new – No update. 
.   

Develop/update: Municipal Energy Plan, Web Site, Facebook page and Power Point 
Presentation.  Incorporate demand reduction and Energy Star Portfolio Manager – G. 
Brown asked if there was a student available at the high school who could assist with design and 
maintenance on gogreennewtown.com.  The group discussed that this could either be a senior 
project or community service for a student.  F. Hurley recommended that the Sustainable Energy 
information be housed on the town website where it may be possible for more than one person to 
update.  The group discussed the option of keeping the GoGreenNewtown URL and routing to 
and using the town website.  K. Quinn will follow-up with the Town Clerk’s office. 
 
ADDITIONAL ITEMS TO BE ADDRESSED 
 
Organic Recycling – School program – F. Hurley told the group that the food scrapes program 
continues to expand.  The town is looking into possibly of setting up a compost program at the transfer 
station in an effort to eliminate the trucking costs of shipping the scraps to a compost location.   
 
General Recycling – F. Hurley reported that the town is buying extra cans for glass recycling to get them 
out of the recycling stream to prevent contamination.  The glass will be brought to a manufacturing 
facility that makes concrete blocks. 
 
The conversation rolled into procurements and F. Hurley updated the group that there are long-term 
contracts for electricity that will eventually drop down the kilowatt cost per hour to 7.2 cents.  The town 
did well on oil prices. 
 
Outline Sustainable Newtown Program – No update. 
 
Batchelder site for future solar installation / meter to be installed – (att B) F. Hurley told the group 
that the project is accelerating because of a ZREC auction in May.  There are 3 activities taking place: 
filing a VNM application, interconnection agreement with Eversource, and applying for the ZREC.  

Next meeting is March 19, 2020. 

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned by M. Sievel and seconded by V. 
Villamil at 8:35 pm.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kim Chiappetta, Clerk 
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