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MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING 

Wednesday, January 4, 2023 – 7:30 PM 

Newtown Municipal Center, Shared Meeting Room 3 

3 Primrose Street, Newtown CT 06470 

 

  
Present: Alan Clavette, Jane Sharpe, Ross Carley, Joe Bojnowski, Prerna Rao, Tiffany Hawley, David 

Landau 

Absent: Rachel Rowan 

Also Present: Rob Sibley, Deputy Director of Planning, Helen Muro, Clerk 

  

Mr. Clavette called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Public Hearings 

 

Application #22-11 by Oguz Erkan & Donnalee Robinson, for a property located at 24 Housatonic 

Drive, for a Variance of the Zoning Regulations of the Town of Newtown §7.02.100, Chart VII-1, 

so as to allow the construction of a 3 car garage closer to the property line than the setback allows, 

as shown on a set of plans entitled “Improvement Location Survey, Prepared for Oguz Erkan & 

Donnalee Robinson, 24 Housatonic Drive, Newtown, CT”, dated November 9, 2022 and 

supporting documents submitted to the Land Use Agency 12/1/22        

 

Mr. Oguz Erkan and Ms. Donnalee Robinson, 24 and 26 Housatonic Drive, explained that they reside on 

26 Housatonic drive and recently purchased 24 Housatonic Drive. Mr. Erkan said he requesting a 

variance to construct a 3-car garage on 24 Housatonic Drive for storage of lake equipment like a boat 

and jet skis. Mr. Erkan said the size of the property and location of the well are hardships preventing the 

garage to be built within the setbacks. 

 

Mr. Clavette confirmed the garage will be placed 10 feet from the side yard abutting 26 Housatonic 

Drive and 30ft from the front yard and Mr. Erkan affirmed.  

 

Mr. Erkan said he has already met with the health department and had a B100 done.  

 

Mr. Clavette asked if the carport will be staying on the property and Mr. Erkan said no. Mr. Erkan said 

his long term plan is to possibly renovate the existing home into a guest house.  

 



Page 2 of 2 

Ms. Sharpe asked if the garage will be 2 stories. Ms. Robinson said the plans haven’t been finalized but 

they are looking at garages that are a story and a half. Mr. Erkan assured the commission garages of this 

style fit in the with the neighborhood.  

 

Mr. Carley asked what the size of the yard is and Mr. Erkan said 32X28.  

 

Mr. Sibley said he was on the health panel review for the project and noted another hardship is flood 

plain which impacts the well, septic and any structure that gets placed there.  

 

Mr. Clavette invited public comment.  

 

Hearing none, Mr. Clavette declared the public hearing closed at 7:43 pm.  

 

Discussion and Action 

 

Mr. Clavette designated Mr. Landau to vote in place of Ms. Rowan for Application 22-11.  

 

Ms. Sharpe said the proposed project is reasonable and consistent with the neighborhood.  

 

Mr. Clavette said the neighborhood already has a number of 3-car garages.  

 

Ms. Rao approved of the proposal.  

 

Mr. Clavette made a motion to approve Application 22-11 as the hardship was demonstrated by an 

narrow shaped lot. Ms. Sharpe seconded.  

 

The Board voted as follows: 
 

Alan Clavette – AYE 

Jane Sharpe – AYE 

Ross Carley – AYE 

Prerna Rao – AYE 

David Landau– AYE 

 

The motion to approve Application 22-11 carried unanimously. 

Approval of 2023 Meeting Schedule 

Mr. Clavette made a motion to approve the 2023 meeting schedule. Ms. Sharpe seconded. All were in 

favor and the 2023 meeting schedule was approved. 

Adjournment 
 

Ms. Sharpe moved to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Landau seconded. All were in favor and the meeting was 

adjourned at 7:48 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Helen Muro, clerk 


