Board of Selectmen
January 19, 2023

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY
THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN

The Board of Selectmen held a regular meeting Thursday, January 19, 2023. The meeting was held in the Council
Chambers at the Newtown Municipal Center. First Selectman Rosenthal called the meeting to order at 7:30p.m.
and opened the meeting with salute to the flag.

PRESENT: First Selectman Daniel C. Rosenthal, Selectman Maureen Crick Owen and Selectman Ed Schierloh.

ALSO PRESENT: Finance Director Robert Tait, Capt. Bishop, Board of Police Commissioners Brian Budd, Scott
Cicciari and Neil Chaudhary, Board of Fire Commissioners Patrick Reilly, Tim Whelan, Ron Bolmer and Dept. of
Public Works Director Fred Hurley (8:10pm).

VOTER COMMENTS: Neil Chaudhary, 24 Merlins Lane, spoke in support of adding two officers to the police
department due to the added requirements including accreditation and training requirements which take away
from existing staff. Mr. Chaudhary predicts 20% more fatal car accidents which will cost the state and town
money. Traffic enforcement decreases accidents.

ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES: Selectman Crick Owen moved to accept the regular meeting minutes

of December 17, 2022. Selectman Schierloh seconded noting that there was no second or vote recorded on the
American Rescue Plan Appropriation agenda item. Selectman Schierloh made the motion, Selectman Crick
Owen seconded; the motion unanimously passed All in favor of the amended minutes.

COMMUNICATIONS: nore.

FINANCE DIRECTORS REPORT: Mr. Tait shared the Library Financial Statement, June 30, 2022 & 2021
as well as the Trust Statement for the Edmond Town Hall trust as well as the Library (att.).

OLD BUSINESS

Discussion and possible action:

1. First Selectman FY 2022-2023 Budget
Police: Police Capt. Bryan Bishop and Board of Police Commissioner Vice Chairman Brian Budd were
present to discuss the police budget (att.). Mr. Budd advocated for two additional officers saying 49 officers
were approved in 2007-2008 but then reduced to 47. There are additional labor demands due to the Police
Accountability Act. Calls have increased due to de-escalation, calls related to addiction and the time to
mitigate the calls. He feels the increase in staff would be an asset. Capt. Bishop said by law shifts have to be
fully staffed. Each day there are officers on overtime, voluntarily. Every six weeks officers are ordered in
for overtime. Capt. Bishop explained police vehicles have increased $11,000 and upfitting is up 20%.
Training has increased as there have been promotions to new positions and new officers.
Fire: Patrick Reilly and Tim Whelan were present to discuss the ‘fire budget (att.). Mr. Whelan said he
believes the fire request is reasonable and he is satisfied with the budget. Physicals line item was reduced
based on history. Mr. Whalen answered questions relative to fans, lights, communications, fire hose and on
call staff.
Public Works: Fred Hurley was present to discuss the Public Works budget (att.). Commodities are a large
part of the increase. Also, there is $250,000 added in the operational budget for highway. Selectman Crick
Owen noted that just shy of 150 miles of roadwork has been completed since 2018, saying the additional
funds in highway will keep the road work momentum going. Chip sealing was discussed. Transfer station
improvements are in progress.
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Board of Selectmen
January 19, 2023

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion and possible action:

1. Appointments/Reappointments/Vacancies/Openings: none.

2. Driveway Bond Release/Extension: Selectman Crick Owen moved the driveway bond releases for
Connecticut Residential, | Holmes Farm Road, in the amount of $1.000. Selectman Schierloh seconded. All
in favor.

3. Tax Refunds: none.

VOTER COMMENTS: none.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: none.

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business the regular Board of Selectmen meeting was adjourned at
8:29p.m.

Att.: Library Financial Statement; Trustee Statement for ETH, Police budget (pg. 80-88); Fire budget (pg. 94-
104); Highway budget (pg. 118-126)

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Marcinek
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