Board of Selectmen
January 25, 2023

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY
THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN ‘

The Board of Selectmen held a regular meeting Wednesday, January 25, 2023. The meeting was held in the Council
Chambers at the Newtown Municipal Center. First Selectman Rosenthal called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and
opened the meeting with salute to the flag,

PRESENT: First Selectman Daniel C. Rosenthal, Selectman Maureen Crick.Owen and Selectman Ed Schierloh.

ALSO PRESENT: Finance Director Robert Tait, Library Director Douglas Lord, C.H. Booth Library Board of Trustee
Gregory Branecky, Betsy Litt, Amy Dent, Edmond Town Hall Board of Managers Jennifer Guman, Betsy Paynter and
10+ members of the public.

VOTER COMMENTS: Betsy Litt, 86 Great Hill Road spoke in support of the library. Melinda Conlan, 53 Taunton
Hill Rd. spoke in support of the library; it is important to childhood development and the programs are important in
the formative years, 0 through 8 years old, when children grow the most cognitively, emotionally and socially. Peggy
Jepsen, 16 Main St., is a member of the garden club and spoke in support of the library; the library is very generous
to the garden club. Jessica & Lana Podrazk, 30 John Beach Rd., spoke as someone who has working experience
with programs for kids and as a fan of the library. There are children at many levels at the library programs and the
staff makes the entire room feel comfortable. The staff is top notch; investing in the library is investing in the future
of the children. Judge William Lavery, 3 Franklin Court spoke in support of the library saying the library is the best
thing in Newtown and serves the youngest and the oldest; he asked that money be re-instated to the library.

ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES: Selectman Crick Owen moved to accept the regular meeting minutes of

January 23, 2023. Selectman Schierloh seconded. All in favor.

COMMUNICATIONS: The Newtown Bee article mentioned Board of Selectmen discussidn on the fund balance of
the C.H. Booth Library. The Edmond Town Hall trust was the topic of discussion, not the library. Two letters were
received in support of the library budget.

FINANCE DIRECTORS REPORT: none.

OLD BUSINESS

Discussion and possible action:

1. First Selectman FY 2023-2024 Budget
C.H Booth Library: Doug Lord and Gregory Branecky were present to discuss the Library budget (att.). Mr.
Lord presented a power point (att.). Bob Tait confirmed there was no use of fund balance in the proposed budget.
First Selectman Rosenthal noted financial statements show $200,000 for operations reserve and questioned the
use. Mr. Branecky stated the library took a loss of $200,000 last year on expenditure; overspending the budget.
First Selectman Rosenthal questioned if the budget was amended by the board for the expenditures, asking how
it is managed from an accounting standpoint. Mr. Tait explained the budget process, if expenditures exceed
budget, an increase in the budget about would have to be approved by the library board. Selectman Crick Owen
asked why things aren’t pushed out a year if the budget is being overspent. She also asked for actuals, as are
presented by all departments, from July 1, 2022 thru December 31, 2022, undesignated, the designated and the
operations. Mr. Tait said the library has flexibility in capital expenditures; there is a 2018-2019 CIP bond issue
with $240,000 left, $160,00 for long range planning and development, phase two, including staff security, meeting
room and flexible space. Partial replacement of furniture and upgrade in bathrooms is also included, if not done
yet. Mr. Lord thanked the Board of Selectmen for their time and their support on the HVAC project.
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Board of Selectmen
January 25, 2023

Edmond Town Hall Board of Managers: Jen Guman, Edmond Town Hall Board of Managers Chair and Betsy
Paynter, Vice Chair and Lauren DiMartino, Finance Manager were present to discuss the budget (att.) and share
a power point presentation (att.) showing an overview of activities and concert series, challenges, improvements,
etc. The staff wears many hats. First Selectman Rosenthal said the progress is impressive. The Board of Selectmen
thanked them for their presentation.

Capital Non Recurring: (att.) The new voicemail system ($60,000) will replace an annual lease of $55,000. The
First Selectman’s certified pre-owned vehicle will be recycled to the Deputy Fire Marshal. Highway items include
frame rail replacement. Lighting replacement at the Municipal Center will configure lighting and switches
together.

Contingency: Selectman Crick Owen thinks contingency should be kept as is and not decreased.

Fire: The Town does not traditionally help fire departments with infrastructure. There is a rotating grant, each
department receives every five years, with no strings attached. The grant can be used as they see fit. There is
$50,000 for training (in APR funding).

Selectman Crick Owen is confused by the library budget, not knowing how it can operate at a loss, $200,000 last
year and $150,000 this year. Actuals were again requested, as well as what was the reason for the loss. Mr. Tait
will reword the contribution to outside agencies on the library budget for better clarification.

Registrars: Selectman Schierloh asked what the $29,000 in other expenditures is used for.

The 2023-2024 First Selectman Budget can be viewed at: https://www.newtown-ct.gov/finance-
department/files/first-selectman-proposed-2023-24-annual-budget

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion and possible action:

1. Appointments/Reappointments/Vacancies/Openings: none.

2. Driveway Bond Release/Extension: none.

3. Tax Refunds: The question from the last meeting relative to the tax refund was clarified. Selectman Crick Owen
moved the Tax Refunds #13, 2022/23 in the amount of $62,214.68. Selectman Schierloh seconded. All in favor.

VOTER COMMENTS: none.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: none.

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business the regular Board of Selectmen meeting was adjourned at
9:25 p.m. :

Att.: Library Power Point and Budget pg. 205-211,; ETH Budget pg. 220-223 and Power Point; Capital non-recurring,
pg. 219

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Marcinek ‘
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