Board of Selectmen
April 17,2023

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY
THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN

The Board of Selectmen held a regular meeting Monday, April 17, 2023. The meeting was held in the Council
Chambers at the Newtown Municipal Center. First Selectman Rosenthal called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
and opened the meeting with salute to the flag.

PRESENT: First Selectman Daniel C. Rosenthal, Selectman Maureen Crick Owen and Selectman Ed Schierloh.

ALSO PRESENT: Sustainable Energy Chairman Kathy Quinn, Director of Public Works Fred Hurley and one
member of the public.

VOTER COMMENTS: none.

ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES: Selectman Crick Owen moved to accept the regular meeting minutes
of April 3, 2023. Selectman Schierloh seconded. All in favor.

COMMUNICATIONS: none.
FINANCE DIRECTORS REPORT: none.

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion and possible action:

1. Sustainable Energy Commission Presentation: Kathy Quinn and Fred Hurley shared the PowerPoint
presentation detailing the work of the Sustainable Energy Commission (att.). Since the last presentation in
2021, there are well over 100 homes that now have solar. Mr. Hurley explained the savings with solar panels
on town buildings as well as through VNM (Virtual Net Metering). Overall, in Town on municipal programs
there is $400,000 savings on VNM and $350,000 in savings with the solar panels. This is $750,000/year,
which equates to $15million over the twenty year contracts. Community solar programs puts an emphasis
on affordable housing; a solar farm allows for those who aren’t candidates for roof top solar to benefit as
well. Newtown is one of the first towns to participate in the PowerSmart battery storage program. It gives a
battery backup for the house; an additional bonus is, because it is a smart system tied to the grid, days with
peaks will draw from the battery to help flatten grid pressure, avoiding brown outs. EV charging stations
will be secured through a grant. People are now looking at alternative ways to heat and cool. Air source heat
pumps are under consideration by Nunnawauk Meadows. The Board of Education recognized savings during
budget time largely due to these programs.

2. CT State Library Historic Documents Preservation Program grant acceptance: Selectman Crick Owen

moved to accept the Historic Documents Preservation Program grant in the amount of $8.000 and authorized

the First Selectman to sign any and all documents on behalf of the Town of Newtown. Selectman Schierloh
seconded. All in favor.

Appointments/Reappointments/Vacancies/Openings: none.

Driveway Bond Release/Extension: none.

S. Tax Refunds: Selectman Crick Owen moved Tax Refund #18 2022/23 in the amount of $3.106.13.
Selectman Schierloh seconded. All in favor.
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April 17,2023

VOTER COMMENTS: none.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Tuesday, April 25", is the referendum. All registered voters can vote at the Newtown
Middle School between the hours of 6am-8pm. Earth Day is Saturday, April 22™.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Selectman Crick Owen moved to enter into executive session for discussion on
pending litigation relative to a personnel matter. Selectman Schierloh seconded. All in favor. Executive session
was entered into at 8:02p.m and returned to regular session at 8:20p.m. with the following motion:

Selectman Crick Owen moved to approve the proposed agreement presented during Executive Session relative
to personnel matters. Selectman Schierloh seconded. All in favor.

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business the regular Board of Selectmen meeting was adjourned at
8:21p.m.

Attachments: Sustainable Energy Presentation to BOS, 4/17/23; F. Hurley email, 3/28/23

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Marcinek
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