Board of Selectmen
January 28, 2019

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN

The Board of Selectmen held a regular meeting Monday, January 28, 2019, in the Council Chamber, Newtown
Municipal Center, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown. First Selectman Rosenthal called the meeting to order at
7:30pm.

PRESENT: First Selectman Daniel C. Rosenthal, Selectman Maureen Crick Owen and Selectman Jeff Capeci.

ALSO PRESENT: Finance Director Robert Tait, Chief James Viadero, Capt. Chris Vanghele, Lt. David Kullgren,
Police Commission Chairman Joel Faxon, Police Commission member Joan Plouffe, Director of Parks &
Recreation Amy Mangold, Assistant Director Parks Carl Samuelson, Parks & Recreation Commission Chairman
Ed Marks, Board of Finance member Ned Simpson, Legislative Council member Dan Wiedemann and one member
of the public.

VOTER COMMENTS: none.

ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES: Selectman Crick Owen moved to accept the minutes of the regular
meeting of 01/24/19. Selectman Capeci seconded. All in favor.

COMMUNICATIONS: First Selectman Rosenthal noted the National Council for Home Safety and Security
issued a ranking for safest towns in Connecticut. Newtown was ranked as the second safest town after Madison.

FINANCE DIRECTORS REPORT: none.

OLD BUSINESS REPORT
Discussion and possible action
1. Board of Selectmen FY 201-2020 budget

e Police: Chief Viadero presented the police budget (att.) noting the increase is 1.6%, $113,036, the
majority is contributed to contractual obligations, salary and overtime. Two records positions were
merged which created a savings in salary and benefits. The SSO program is administered through the
Board of Education. Chief Viadero reported modest changes in various line items and talked about the
three car per year replacement plan and the state bid process. The higher mileage vehicles are moved and
used as a spare vehicle. The Ford Explorer is pursuit rated and equipped with electronic capacity; it suits
the needs of the department. Relative to capital items Chief Viadero was able to obtain funding for traffic
calming and a state grant/project at Glover and Queen Street will include new crosswalks, new signage
and new painting. The Next Gen software is paid for; annual maintenance cost continue. When asked
about the escalating cost of narcan, Chief Viadero said the narcan is supplied by the Newtown Volunteer
Ambulance Association. Additionally, there is funding available for replacement.

e Parks & Recreation: Amy Mangold, Carl Samuelson and Ed Marks presented the Parks & Recreation
budget (att.). A position previously funded by a grant will be paid out of the budget. Contractual service
and grounds maintenance has increased 4-5% over the years while the budget reflected only 2%. This
increase is to catch up. Edgework consulting camp training helps to create the best camp experience. Mr.
Tait explained overall retirement increased 6.8%. New employees are on a 401(a) plan and 5% of salary
must be added; Parks & Recreation have some new employees. Lawn contracts will be rebid in the fall.
The aquatics director position will be responsible for Eichlers Cove, Treadwell and the Community
Center. Ms. Mangold wanted to request a recreation supervisor in the past two years but recognizes this is
not the time, economically, for that request. Ms. Mangold stated she and Matt Ariniello, Community
Center Director have been filling in at the Senior Center, along with Anna Tiedemann. It has given
insight to how they will co-exist in the community center; Ms. Mangold and Mr. Ariniello work very well
together. Ms. Mangold doesn’t anticipate a drop off of Treadwell pool users once the community center
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opens because Treadwell is outdoors and the community center will have programming that Treadwell
does not have due to day camp and families recreating. Mr. Marks stated the capital request is the first
significant increase in three years. He is pleased the needed vehicle stayed in the budget and hopes for a
long term solution for vehicles. First Selectman Rosenthal believes an internal lease is an effective way
to spread the cost over five years. Mr. Samuelson stated the last additional vehicle was purchased in
2009. The staff has grown. The main reason for the vehicle is staff efficiency. There is 28% downtime
on the fleet. Tilson field will be replaced next year; NHS the following year. Tilson field is a nationally
bid contract.

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion and possible action:

1. Appointments/Reappointments/Vacancies/Openings: Selectman Crick Owen moved the re-appointments
of Rob Sibley as the Municipal Recovery Coordinator, Dan Honan (D), to H.A.R.T and James Loring (R) to
the Employee Medical Benefits Board for terms to expire January 6, 2022. Selectman Capeci seconded. All
in favor. -

2. Driveway Bond Release/Extension: none.

3. Tax Refunds: none.

VOTER COMMENTS: none.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: none.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Selectman Crick Owen moved to enter executive session relative to strategy and
negotiations with respect to potential litigation concerning design, construction and management of the
community center and invited Finance Director Robert Tait to attend. Selectman Capeci seconded. Executive
session was entered into at 8:32pm and returned to regular session at 8:50pm with no motion taken.

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business the regular Board of Selectmen meeting adjourned at
8:50p.m.

Att: Police Budget; Parks & Recreation Budget

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Marcinek, Clerk
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