Board of Selectmen
September 8, 2020

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN

The Board of Selectmen held a regular meeting Tuesday, September 8, 2020. The meeting was held in the Council
Chamber at the Newtown Municipal Center. First Selectman Rosenthal called the meeting to order at 7:30p.m.

PRESENT: First Selectman Daniel C. Rosenthal, Selectman Maureen Crick Owen and Selectman Jeff Capeci.

ALSO PRESENT: Finance Director Robert Tait, Christal Preszler, Wes Thompson and Valerie Fallon of the Economic
Development Commission. Also present via google meets: George Benson, Jeni Bukolt of Haven Creative Agency.

VOTER COMMENTS: none.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: Selectman Crick Owen moved to accept the regular meeting minutes 8/17/20.
Selectman Capeci seconded. All in favor.

COMMUNICATIONS: none.

FINANCE DIRECTORS REPORT: Bob Tait reported on current FY 2020-21 Revenue and Expenditure report (att.).
** notes open positions in departments. This is early on in the budget process, there is nothing alarming; the town is
being careful on the expenditure side. First Selectman Rosenthal said that he is holding off on hiring non-department
head positions. Department heads have been asked to hold off on capital items. He is hopeful there will be more clarity
on revenues from the state once the legislature goes into session.

NEW BUSINESS
Discussion and possible action:

1. Economic and Community Development Branding Presentation: Christal Preszler said that the Economic
Development Commission looked to update their website, making it more relevant and showing the Town as
welcoming. Jeni Bukolt shared her presentation (att.), including the agency background. There was a benchmark
survey; six months from the launch there will be a re-survey to compare to. The seventeen interviews were
conducted with some residents and some business owners. Selectman Capeci thanked Ms. Bukolt for the
informative presentation and asked about plans for implementing the new logo. Christal Preszler said it will be a
slow, soft introduction. Colors and logo will be incorporated in e-blasts. The website and social media will be the
next step, combining the various sites; taking the best of each site. Valerie Fallon said the focus will be on the
Economic Development website as well as social media, initially. There will also be presentations to the
Chamber, realtors and other organizations. Dye cut stickers are being considered as a fun, low cost way to help
introduce the logo. Wes Thompson suggested the board focus on the concept presented, how the Town should
position itself and what types of business should be looked at. There are partially empty buildings with available
office space. Selectman Crick Owen said that major corporations are looking at new ways to office their
employees, less costly than the city, while offering a quality of life; there is great opportunity to market Newtown.
The board likes the Newtown - Unique by Nature tagline. George Benson said this captures the essence of
Newtown, said Haven Creative did a great job, a great logo and tagline. First Selectman Rosenthal thanked Jeni
Bukolt, agreed it was a great presentation that captures Newtown very well. This was a team effort with the
Economic Development Commission and he looks forward to how this is marketed to help differentiate the town.
2. 2019-2020 Year End Transfers Budget Transfer Request: Selectman Crick Owen moved the 2019-20
Fiscal Year End Budget Transfer Request #2, $4.000 from Selectmen — Other (Copier Leasing) to Selectmen —
Other (Postage) and $3,000 from Fire Other Employee Benefits, $1,000 from Fire Prof. Services, $2.000 from
Fire Energy — Natural Gas TO Fire Radio & Pager $6,000 (att.). Selectman Capeci seconded. All in favor.
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3. Resolution to Authorize Application of Neglected Cemetery Account Grant Program: Selectman Crick
Owen moved to authorize the First Selectman to apply for and accept, on behalf of the Town, a grant from the
Neglected Cemetery Account and to authorize the First Selectman to enter into and execute any and all
agreements, contracts, and documents necessary to obtain said grant should the Town be selected for the grant.
Selectman Capeci seconded. All in favor.

4. Appointments/Reappointments/Vacancies/Openings: Selectman Crick Owen moved to appoint Glen Boyle
to fill a vacancy on the Bike & Trail Committee. Selectman Capeci seconded. All in favor.

5. Driveway Bond Release/Extension: Selectman Crick Owen moved the release of the following driveway
bonds, each for $1,000: Norman Lieberman, Dayton St., M40, B12, L.1; GRC Construction, LLC, 20 Old
Hawleyville Rd., M2, B9, L10; Resul Dalipi, Oak Ridge, M12, B 2, L130; Jose Negreiro, 96 Toddy Hill Rd..
M46, B3, L.20 and Jose Negreiro, 98 Toddy Hill Rd., M46, B3, L15. Selectman Capeci seconded. All in favor.
6. Tax Refunds: Selectman Crick Owen moved the Sept. 8, 2020, Refund #2, 2020/21 in the amount of
$27.395.48. Selectman Capeci seconded. All in favor.

VOTER COMMENTS: none.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: First Selectman Rosenthal believes the Town will qualify for FEMA related to Tropical
Storm Isaias. Public Works has been used for storm clean up. Road work needs to continue; outside contractors
have been brought in for storm cleanup. He anticipates clean up to continue another week to ten days. First
Selectman Rosenthal will be transparent relative to any money transferred to cover DPW Overtime budget. The
Legislative Council ratified joining the PURA investigation. Newtown, New Fairfield and Ridgefield are joined in
the investigation. A weekly phone call includes all three towns. Intervenor status was received. A letter went to
the community asking residents to submit their storm experience to PURA. A motion has been filed for immediate
relief with PURA with an order to Eversource to deploy a make safe crew to each CT municipality prior to any
significant weather event. Another order mandates the reinstatement of the Community Liaison program by
providing each Town with accurate, timely and consistent information during and after significant weather events.
The liaison were shut out of the communications during the last storm. The public couldn’t get any information
from Eversource. The final order is for Eversource to implement its outage reporting systems, including the IVR
system, allowing residents to report outages directly. The system was down during the last storm. The police
project continues to progress. Most of the finish work is done, the building is fully secure. The carport foundation
will be poured next week as well as paving. The construction will likely be complete by the end of September;
punch list items will be addressed in October. The project is on budget and on time. The Legislative Council
approved the Fairfield Hills question for the ballot in November. The Town Clerk and the Town Attorney do not
have an issue with a local question on the ballot. There is a tentatively scheduled meeting, relative to Fairfield Hills
housing, on Oct. 5. As this cannot be held publicly, it is likely the Newtown Bee will moderate; the public can
submit questions ahead of time. The first three meetings were held by the Board of Selectmen to provide
transparency of the history, annual budgets and options. The next meeting will involve developers; it makes sense
to have a third party moderate. The CIP will be presented at the Sept. 21 BOS meeting. First Selectman Rosenthal
does not anticipate changes. Some commissions have resumed public meetings; it depends on the board/commission
and the topic. Larger meetings will have to work on logistics. There is limited public seating and a call in number
provided. The bid specifications for the Council Chamber AV is going out this week.

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business the regular Board of Selectmen meeting adjourned at 8:45p.m.
Att.: Revenue/Expenditure report, 9/8/20; TON Brand Presentation, transfer

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Marcinek, Clerk
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