
BOROUGH OF NEWTOWN 
NEWTOWN, CONNECTICUT 

 
 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Borough of Newtown Board of Burgesses on Tuesday, 
March 12, 2019 in the Borough Office at Edmond Town Hall, Newtown, CT. Warden Gaston 

called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m. 
 

Present: Warden Jim Gaston, Senior Burgess Jay Maher, Second Senior Burgess Betsy Kenyon, 
Burgess Anthony Baiad, Burgess Bill Lucas, Burgess Chris Gardner, Burgess Bill Eder, Tax 

Collector Jodie Enriquez, Treasurer Paula Brinkman, and Clerk Ann Scaia. 
 

Absent: Tree Warden Rob McCulloch. 
 

Also Present: Two members of the public. 
 
 
Burgess Baiad made a motion to accept the January 8, 2019 regular meeting minutes, 
seconded by Second Senior Burgess Kenyon. Motion passed. 
 
Burgess Baiad made a motion to accept the February 26, 2019 special meeting minutes, 
seconded by Second Senior Burgess Kenyon. Motion passed. 

 
 

Public Participation: Diana Johnson, from the Chamber of Commerce, wanted to thank the 
Borough’s financial support for the Luminaria Display last December. She informed us that the 
Chamber of Commerce has created a separate fund for donations specific to the Tree Lighting at 
Ram’s Pasture and Luminaria Display. She presented the costs and revenue associated with the 

Ram’s Pasture Tree Lighting and Luminaria Display (see attached below). The Chamber of 
Commerce is hoping the Borough would become a sponsor and possibly commit to an annual 

donation. Warden Gaston suggested this could possibly become a line item in the Borough 
budget 2019-2020. 

 
 

Budget:  Warden Gaston will present a preliminary budget for the 2019-2020 fiscal year at the 
March Borough Meeting. 
 
 
Warden’s Report:  Warden Gaston announced the resignation of Mike Guman as a commission 
member on the Borough Zoning Commission. Margaret Hall, who is currently an alternate, will 
fill the position and complete the position’s term. There was also a discussion as to a Borough 

donation to Edmond Town Hall and the latest accommodations. 
 

 
Tree Warden’s Report: Due to Rob McCulloch absence, Warden Gaston read an email Mr. 

MuCulloch sent as his report. It stated: “Over the past few months it has been very quiet. There’s 



been maybe a handful of work orders that I’ve seen since September and I deal with them pretty 
quickly. I have had troubled trees removed on King St., Hall Lane and Taunton Lake Drive. I 

have been working on three projects since the first of the year. The first project, which is a little 
bit more impactful than the others are. Over the past month I’ve been working closely with the 

state tree warden to identify hazardous trees along Main Street. Through this effort we have 
found multiple trees that are in need of attention. If you happen to notice orange dots those are 
the trees that are being removed. So far one has already been removed at the library and slated 
for removal, if they have not been removed already. There are ones at 32 and between 60-62 

Main St. Another project had been compiling a stump grinding list for the spring. Unfortunately, 
the town ran out of money in our small budget and I could not get this completed in the fall like I 

had wanted to. There’s approximately 20 stumps in the borough that are unsightly and 
hazardous. Most of these stumps are in our more visible locations like Main St., Queen St., and 

The Boulevard. Lastly I’ve been working on a tree planting list for the fall. Most of the 
repopulation of trees that I will be recommending will be along Main Street. The only other item 
I have to bring up is we really need to consider pruning the trees along Main Street. I know that 

it’s been something that we talked about for the past couple years and we ran into a couple 
obstacles, like a tornado, that has stalled this. In my estimation we’re looking at approximately 
$20-$25,000 to have this work done. I would strongly urge that this become a topic in meetings 

to come.” 
 
 
Tax Collector's Report: Tax Collector Enriquez reported the following for January 2019: Total 

Taxes Due for the List of 2017: $226,326.41; Current Taxes: $223,657.85; Back Taxes: 
($217.50); Interest: $623.35; Liens & Fees: $24.00.  Total Submitted to Treasurer to Date: 

$224,100.00.  Current Taxes Collected: $223,251.74 representing 98.64%. 
 

Tax Collector Enriquez reported the following for February 2019: Total Taxes Due for the List 
of 2017: $226,326.41; Current Taxes: $223,930.38; Back Taxes: ($217.50); Interest: 

$651.97; Liens & Fees: $48.00.  Total Submitted to Treasurer to Date: $224,100.00.  Current 
Taxes Collected: $223,524.27 representing 98.76%. 

 
 

Burgess Eder made a motion to accept the Tax Collector’s Report for January 2019 and 
February 2019, seconded by Burgess Lucas and unanimously approved. 

 
She also asked the Board for permission to attend the Annual Tax Collector’s Conference which 

costs $495.00. 
 

Senior Burgess Maher made a motion to approve the request to appropriate $480.00 for 
the Tax Collector’s Conference, seconded by Burgess Baiad and unanimously approved. 

 
She also asked the Board for permission to pay the Annual Membership Dues for the 

Connecticut Tax Collector’s Association which costs $75.00. 
 



Second Senior Burgess Kenyon made a motion to approve the request to appropriate 
$75.00 for the Connecticut Tax Collector’s Association membership dues, seconded by 

Burgess Gardner and unanimously approved. 
 

The Board agreed to pay the hotel cost to attend the Annual Tax Collector’s Conference which 
costs $135.00. 

 
Second Senior Burgess Kenyon made a motion to approve the request to appropriate 

$135.00 for the cost of then hotel lodgings to attend the Tax Collector’s Conference, 
seconded by Burgess Baiad and unanimously approved. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Paula Brinkman read the January 2019 report:  There was no 
deposit made from Borough Zoning Office. There was no deposit made from Tax Collector, 

Jodie Enriquez. A transfer of $14,000.00 was made to cover last month’s invoicing. Interest on 
the 12 mo. CD was $115.41 making a total of $76,397.89. 

 
Treasurer Paula Brinkman read the February 2019 report:  There was no deposit made from 
Borough Zoning Office. There was no deposit made from Tax Collector, Jodie Enriquez. A 

transfer of $9,400.00 was made to cover last month’s invoicing. Interest on the 12 mo. CD was 
$52.18 making a total of $76,450.07. 

 
The 1 yr. CD matured on February 14, 2019. Treasurer Paula Brinkman presented an interest rate 

of 1.80% for 1 yr. After discussion the board agreed upon renewing the full amount of 
$76,450.07 in the 1yr at 1.80% APY. 

 
Burgess Baiad made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report for January 2019 and 

February 2019, seconded by Burgess Lucas and unanimously approved. 
 

Senior Burgess Maher made a motion to transfer $480.00 from Contingency to Street and 
Parks, seconded by Second Senior Burgess Kenyon and unanimously approved. 
 
Burgess Eder made a motion to renew the full amount of $76,450.07 in a 1 yr CD at 1.80% 

APY, seconded by Burgess Gardner and unanimously approved. 
 

Zoning Officer’s Report:  There is nothing new to report. 
 
Historic District: Senior Burgess Kenyon reported Dere Street Restaurant would like to close in 
the outdoor seating. There were two meetings to review the plans which were approved by the 

Historic District Commission. The owner will then present the plans to the Zoning Commission. 
 
 
Sidewalks: Senior Burgess Maher secured additional mapping from Fred Hurley at the Highway 
department regarding the proposed sidewalk on the north side of Sugar St. from the new bridge 

to Madison Dr.  It appears that there is an adequate right of way at this location and will not 
require easements or sign offs from homeowners.  It was suggested to Senior Burgess Maher to 
create an RFP (request for proposal) for the design/build for the 1650 linear feet of walkway.  



Senior Burgess Maher estimates the cost of this project to be approximately $150,000. Senior 
Burgess Maher met with Rob Sibley and George Benson to discuss possible funding from the 

town. Warden Gaston suggested Senior Burgess Maher conduct further conversations with 
George Benson to determine what funding the town might be willing to contribute.  

 
 

Streets & Parks:  Senior Burgess Maher conveyed Rob Connor, of Connor Landscaping, agreed 
to another year of servicing the Borough properties and held the same price as the last year’s 

contract. Burgess Eder will be acting as a go between Ray Wisniewski, of the VFW, and Chris 
Ward, of Newtown Hook and Ladder. The goal is to have the flagpole at the Soldiers and Sailors 

monument ready by Memorial Day. 
 
 

New Business: A Borough resident approached Borough Clerk, Ann Scaia, as to whether or not 
the old street sign post could be removed from the corner of The Boulevard and Schoolhouse 
Road. Ann Scaia will call Fred Hurley, at Public Works, to see if they could remove the post. 

The Borough Clerk shared that The Town & Country Garden Club is partnering with Sal E Pepe 
for a fundraiser event to benefit their club. The Borough Clerk dispersed handouts outlining the 
event’s details and tickets (see attached below). On March 20, when you dine at Sal E Pepe, for 
lunch or dinner, a percentage of the bill will be donated to the Town & Country Garden Club. 

 
 

Old Business: Burgess Gardner has been working with Steve Bennett, of The Lion’s Club, to 
raise possibly $30,000 for the beautification of the flagpole. The Lion’s Club has already 

committed $1,000 to the cause and Burgess Gardner was hoping the Borough could also commit 
$1,000. They are working with Newtown Color Center, who will be offering a discounted rate 
for any paint required. A search has begun for a painter/contractor. Ken Burns, of Ken Burns 

Electrical, has offered quotes to address the current LED lighting. Burgess Gardner has spoken 
with Dan Rosenthal who is in favor of this project and The Bee will assist with publicity.  

Burgess Gardner mentioned the intention of creating a committee with some of the possible 
participants being The Rotary Club, Newtown Savings Bank, and the Chamber of Commerce. 

Lastly he stated a structural integrity test will be performed on the flagpole. 
 
 

Public Participation:  None. 
 

The regular meeting of the Board of Burgesses will be held on Tuesday, April 9, 2019 
at 7:30p.m. in the Borough Office in Edmond Town Hall, Newtown, CT. 

 
There being no further business, Burgess Lucas made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 

9:01 p.m., seconded by Burgess Gardner and unanimously approved. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ann Scaia 
Borough Clerk 



 
 



 
 
 



Monthly Treasurer’s Report
 For month ending January 31, 2019

Beginning Balance ( January 1,2019) $656,607.75

OPERATING ACCOUNT (#673)

Income (Deposits)
 Date Description Amount

Interest income (January 31,2019) $27.57

Total income $27.57

Expenses (checks written)
Date Payable To Description Amount

Jan.10, 2019 Treasurer’s Acct (331) check #268 $14,000.00

Total Expenses $14,000.00

Ending Cash Balance (January 31, 2019) $642,635.32

Outstanding Checks Payable To Description Amount

Total Outstanding Checks $0.00

RECONCILED BANK BALANCE  (January 31,2019) $642,635.32

12 MONTH CD ACCOUNT (#814) matures 2/14/19

begin 1/1/19 $76,282.48
Interest income (Jan. 31, 2019) interest  1.80 APY $115.41
TOTAL $76,397.89

Respectfully submitted on February 12, 2019

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Borough of Newtown
Newtown, CT

Monthly Treasurer’s Report
 For month ending February 28,2019

Beginning Balance ( February 1,2019) $642,635.32

OPERATING ACCOUNT (#673)

Income (Deposits)
 Date Description Amount
Interest income (February 28,2019) $24.56

Total income $24.56

Expenses (checks written)
Date Payable To Description Amount
Feb, 15,2019 Treasurer’s Acct (331) check #269 $9,400.00

Total Expenses $9,400.00

Ending Cash Balance (February 28, 2019) $633,259.88

Outstanding Checks Payable To Description Amount

Total Outstanding Checks $0.00

RECONCILED BANK BALANCE  (February 28,2019) $633,259.88

12 MONTH CD ACCOUNT (#814) matured 2/14/19

begin 2/1/19 $76,397.89
Interest income (Feb. 28, 2019) interest  1.80 APY $52.18
TOTAL $76,450.07

NEW TERM:  12 months / 1.80 APY / Matures 2/28/20

Respectfully submitted on March 12, 2019

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 



 


