
BOROUGH OF NEWTOWN 

NEWTOWN, CONNECTICUT 
 

 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Borough of Newtown Board of Burgesses on Tuesday, 

January 9, 2024 in the Lower Meeting Room at Edmond Town Hall, Newtown, CT. Warden 

Maher called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Present: Warden Joseph Maher, Senior Burgess Chris Gardner, Burgess James Gaston, Burgess 

John Madzula II, Burgess Sarah Phillips, Burgess Maureen Crick Owen, Burgess Jared 

Modzelewski, Tax Collector Jodie Enriquez, Treasurer Paula Brinkman and Clerk Ann Scaia 

 

Absent: Tree Warden Rob McCulloch and Zoning Enforcement Officer Joe Chapman  

 

 

Also Present: There were 6 members of the public. 

 

 

Senior Burgess Gardner made a motion to accept the December 12, 2023 regular meeting 

minutes, seconded by Burgess Madzula II and unanimously approved. 

 

 

Warden’s Report: Warden Maher invited Judit DeStefano, who is the Grant Specialist for the 

Newtown Public Schools, to return and re-present items needed at the Hawley Elementary 

School and Middle School to purchase with possible ARPA funds from the Borough (see 

attached). The Board of Burgesses discussed the various proposed items and approved the 

request.  

 

Senior Burgess Gardner made a motion to appropriate, from the ARPA line item, 

$54,942.00 as requested by the Newtown Public Schools for the outlined items in the 

presentation, seconded by Burgess Gaston and unanimously approved. 

 

Warden Maher invited Jody Eldredge, Vice President, and volunteer Rob Nimkoff from the 

Newtown Forest Association (NFA) to discuss their fundraising efforts to acquire Deep Brook 

Farm and soliciting a donation using ARPA funds (see attached). Each Burgess offered their 

perspective on utilizing ARPA funds for this project as to the appropriateness of using Borough 

ARPA funds for a property outside of the Borough but yet utilized by Borough residents given 

its proximity to the Borough. The Burgesses asked if the NFA has approached the Town for 

ARPA funding. Ms. Eldredge stated there have been preliminary discussions and will be 

discussing the town’s possible donation in the coming months. The Burgesses have asked for 

Ms. Eldredge to contact Warden Maher when they have a clearer idea of the funding they would 

like to propose to the Burgesses. Ms. Eldredge will contact Warden Maher during the first 

quarter of this year. 

 

 



Tree Warden’s Report: Due to the Tree Warden McCulloch absence there was nothing new to 

report. 

 

 

 Tax Collector's Report: Tax Collector Enriquez reported that for the December 2023: Taxes 

Collectable $226,778.53; Current Taxes: $220,855.36; Back Taxes: $315.35; Interest: $645.75; 

Liens & Fees: $48.00. Total Submitted to Treasurer to Date: $220,000.00. Current Taxes 

Collected: $219,885.35 representing 96.96%.  Please review attached for December 2023. 

 

Burgess Gaston made a motion to accept the Tax Collector’s Report for December 2023, 
seconded by Burgess Phillips and unanimously approved. 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report: The December 2023 report presents: A deposit of $496.00 was made from 

the Borough Zoning Office. A deposit of $15,000.00 was made from Tax Collector, Jodie 

Enriquez. A transfer of $26,287.63 was made to cover last month’s invoicing and payroll. There 

was a transfer of $15,496.00 made into the ISC Account from the Borough Operating Account. 

A transfer of $26,287.63 was transferred from the ISC Account to the Borough Operating 

Account. Interest on the 13 mo. CD was $163.85 making a total of $69,755.04. Please review the 

attached report for December 2023. 

 

Senior Burgess Gardner made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report for December 

2023, seconded by Burgess Crick Owen and unanimously approved. 

 

Treasurer Brinkman reported the CD is due for renewal in this month. She presented the best 

rates for renewal as 3 month @ 4.75% APY or 3 year @ 4.5% APY. The Burgesses discussed 

these options and agreed upon the 3-month rate. 

 

Burgess Gaston made a motion to renew the CD in the amount of $69,755.04 for a 3-month 

term at 4.75% APY, seconded by Burges Crick Owen. 

 

 

Zoning Enforcement Officer’s (ZOE) Report: Due to Zoning Enforcement Officer Joe 

Chapman absence, he submitted the following report: 

 

1. Church Hill Rd #11, (previous non permitted apartments issue) owner has 

requested an application for a text amendment to allow apartments below 

professional use. 

2. Queen St #6, Bank of America lighting plan application has been withdrawn by 

applicant. 

3. Church Hill Rd #53, inquiry about I-2 use from Realtor. 

4. Boulevard Dr #7, damage fence issue resolved by adjacent property owner at 

Church Hill Rd #33. 

5. Church Hill Rd #29, water from this property continues to affect adjacent yards. 

Several complaints received, referred to DPW. 

6. Main St #55, several questions and concerns from abutters concerning rebuilding 



of fire damage garage. No accessory apartment is permitted there without a permit, 

owners and abutters are aware of this requirement. 

Heldover from prior reports: 

1. Church Hill Rd #27, construction underway, rough interior inspections approved 

(HVAC, plumbing, electric), insulation approved, ready for sheetrock. 

2. Main St #4, ZBA application for garage setback variance was denied, owner 

considering reapplication, nothing received at this time. 

 

 

Historic District: Burgess Phillips had nothing new to report since the Historic District has not 

met in a couple of months. She updated the Bicentennial Committee has agreed to create smaller 

family friendly events to celebrate the bicentennial and continues to plan the major celebratory 

event at Marygold’s. The committee will be meeting next month and she will report their 

progress at the next borough meeting. 

 

 

Sidewalks: Warden Maher reported of meetings held with the Town Purchasing Agent to discuss 

the two projects – Queen St/Church Hill Rd intersection and the Sugar St. sidewalk. He 

anticipates the RFP being released in March. The Town Engineer, John Curtis, has offered his 

assistance regarding these projects. 

 

Warden Maher reported he would like to realize a sidewalk project that was previously discussed 

and approved to restore a sidewalk in disrepair at 35 Main Street. The project will consist of two 

stages: 1. Demolition and 2. Repair which will match the existing style of sidewalk. 

 

 

Streets & Parks: Warden Maher had nothing new to report. 

 

 

New Business: None 

 

Old Business: None 

 

Public Participation: None 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Burgesses will be held on Tuesday, February 13, 2024 

at 7:30p.m. 

 

There being no further business, Burgess Gaston made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 

8:32 p.m., seconded by Senior Burgess Gardner and unanimously approved. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ann Scaia 

Borough Clerk 



 

      NEWTOWN BOROUGH TAX

MONTHLY REPORT THROUGH: DECEMBER 2023

TOTAL TAXES DUE FOR GRAND LIST 2022:  $226,830.85

LAWFUL CORRECTIONS: INCREASE $2.07

DECREASE -$54.39

TAXES COLLECTABLE: $226,778.53

AMOUNTS COLLECTED TO DATE:  

CURRENT TAX: $220,855.36

BACK TAX $315.35

INTEREST: $645.75

LIENS & FEES: $48.00

TOTAL COLLECTED TO DATE: $221,864.46

TOTAL SUBMITTED TO TREASURER TO DATE: $220,000.00

REFUND GIVEN FROM CURRENT YR TAX $0.00

REFUNDS FROM PRIOR YEARS ($123.58)

BOUNCED CHECKS $0.00

$219,876.42

TAX COLLECTION SUMMARY:

GL 2022 TAXES COLLECTED $220,855.36

TAXES SUSPENDED $0.00

TRANSFERS $0.00

BOUNCED CHECKS $0.00

REFUNDS -$970.01

TOTAL CURRENT TAX COLLECTED $219,885.35 96.96%

UNCOLLECTED TAXES $6,893.18 3.04%

 OVERPAYMENTS -$64.77

NOTE: 

BACK TAXES OUTSTANDING FOR LIST 20201AND PRIOR: 

UNCOLLECTED TAXES $1,311.61

OVERPAYMENTS FROM PRIOR YEARS -$100.71

ADJUSTMENTS $0.39

TRANSFER (TO CURRENT YEAR) $0.00

BOUNCED CHECK FROM BT PAID $0.00

DATE:

8-Jan-23

 

SIGN:  Jodie Enriquez

          BOROUGH TAX COLLECTOR



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOROUGH OF NEWTOWN
Treasurer’s Report 

Month Ending December 31, 2023

ACCOUNT 673 ACCOUNT 2470-D ACCOUNT 873 TOTAL

 Operating Account Insured Cash Sweep American Rescue Plan 

BEGIN 12/1/2023 $250,102.76 $290,059.92 $197,982.67 $738,145.35

Interest Transfer -$102.76 $102.76 $0.00

Transfer to Clerk’s Account Check #355 -$22,000.00 -$22,000.00

Check #354 -$4,287.63 -$4,287.63

Transfer in from ICS Account $26,287.63 -$26,287.63 $0.00

Deposit from Tax Collector YTD:$220,000 $15,000.00 $0.00 $15,000.00

Deposit/cemetery assoc $6,620.48

Deposit Bldg/Zoning/Misc $496.00 $496.00

Transfer out to ICS Acct. -$15,496.00 $15,496.00 $0.00

Interest Earned 12/31/23 $99.34 $1,246.70 $56.14 $1,402.18

ENDING BALANCE  12/31/2023 $250,099.34 $280,617.75 $204,659.29 $728,755.90

CD ACCOUNT 814

 matures 1/15/24

BEGIN 12/1/2023 $69,591.19

Interest earned 12/31/2023 3% APY $163.85

ENDING BALANCE  12/31/2023 $69,755.04 Respectfully submitted 1/9/24



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 


