
NEWTOWN COMMISSION ON AGING 
Minutes 

Regular Meeting 
Monday, September 16, 2019 

NEWTOWN SENIOR CENTER 
CENTER FOR ACTIVE LIVING 

MULTIPURPOSE ROOM B 
8 Simpson Street 

Newtown, CT 
5:00 PM 

 
THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT BY THE APPROVAL OF THE COMMISSION ON AGING. 

 
 
The Commission On Aging held a regular meeting on Monday, September 16, 2019 at 5:00 pm 
at the Newtown Senior Center, Center for Active Living, Multipurpose Room B, 8 Simpson 
Street, Newtown, CT. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Ms. Wiedemann called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm. 
 
PRESENT: Anna Wiedemann, Anne Rothstein, Barbara Bloom, LeReine Frampton, Ruby 
Ryles, Curt Symes, Claire Theune, Larry Passaro (until 6:23 pm). Alternates: Joanne Albanesi, 
Cris Fadus, Bob Edwards. ABSENT: John Boccuzzi. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: First Selectman Dan Rosenthal, Selectman Maureen Crick Owen, Director 
of Human Services Natalie Jackson, Newtown Age Friendly Livable Community Ned Simpson, 
AARP Tia Murphy, 7 public. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None. 
 
MR. SYMES MOVED TO ADD TO THE AGENDA NEWTOWN ARTS FESTIVAL. 
SECOND BY MS. FRAMPTON. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION PASSES. (8-0) 
 
MS. FADUS MOVED TO ADD TO THE AGENDA PURCHASING PING PONG TABLE. 
SECOND BY MS. FRAMPTON. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION PASSES. (8-0) 
 
MINUTES: MS. ALBANESI MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 15, 
2019. MEETING. SECOND BY MS. FRAMPTON ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION PASSES. (8-0) 
 
REPORTS 
 
CHAIR REPORT: Ms. Wiedemann shared the chair report. (ATTACHMENT)  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Ms. Bloom said some items purchased, will need to do a 
fundraiser.  (ATTACHMENT) MS. ALBANESI MOVED TO SEND THE TREASURER’S 
REPORT TO AUDIT. SECOND BY MS. FRAMPTON. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION PASSES. 
(8-0) 
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DIRECTOR OF HUMAN SERVICES REPORT 
Ms. Jackson shared the Department of Human Services: COA Report. (ATTACHMENT) Ms. 
Jackson said the first Senior Social was held this past weekend. Is was a very successful, fun 
event. She thanked the committee for all the hard work put in for the event.  
 
There are almost 800 members of the Senior Center. More programming is needed, Broadway 
Burn is a huge hit, the Parkinson’s disease event had 30 people. Will continue to evolve 
programming and appreciated the COA round table discussion great feedback, positive about 
changes, and excellent suggestions for improvement. Plan to do another roundtable next month. 
 
Social Service updates, gearing up for energy assistance, taking applications starting today. Last 
year processed 261 applications for assistance, planning on the same level this year. There is a 
work station set up, so she will help process applications. 
 
The deadline for applications for Renter’s Rebate is October 1, 2019. 67 applications processed, 
last year 81, expect the same. 
 
Over a 3-week period, 21 people visited the Food Pantry, 13 identified as seniors.  
 
Looking forward to a busy fall, Arts Festival, Health Fair, need help with the Health Fair later in 
the fall, and will share more information. 
 
SENIOR CENTER REPORTS: Ms. Jackson distributed the Senior Center reports. 
(ATTACHMENT) Event statistics indicate a total of 335 sign-ins. They are working to make 
sure people are fobbing in, some attendance numbers may not be so accurate. Instructors remind 
attendees to sign in. Capturing accurate attendance helps build programming.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
FUNDING SOURCE FOR SENIORS OF NEWTOWN 
Ms. Ryles said Wednesday is due for applications, she hopes that Newtown Seniors will be a 
beneficiary. Will be notified November 1. 
 
GRANTS COMMITTEE:  
Ms. Bloom said ceramics grant declined. Receive $4,000 for a mosaic project. The Friends of 
Newtown Seniors applied for grant through Tufts Foundation for chore services, where people 
can call up for services that can be provided by electrician, plumber. Need to qualify for funding, 
the referral will be at a lower rate.  
 
RESOURCE GUIDE: Ms. Rothstein will schedule a meeting with Ms. Theune and Mr. Symes 
for a final meeting. Meeting to be posted. Chase Media on Pecks Lane, referral by Selectman 
Maureen Crick Owen. 
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LIVABLE COMMUNITY UPDATE: 
Ms. Bloom is working with The Friends of Newtown Seniors, Senior Services, and the 
Commission On Aging regarding communications. Looking to collaborate for communications 
going out via email and other forms of outreach. 
 
Ms. Bloom has offered a tent for the Arts Festival, joining together to set up a booth at the Arts 
Festival with Senior Services, The Friends of Newtown Seniors, and the Commission On Aging. 
There will be handouts, newsletters, and other relevant print collateral. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Resource Guide – table discussion. 
 
Furniture Needs  
Ms. Jackson went through the wish list of items for the Senior Center. WB Mason did a walk 
through and are waiting for pricing. Need more tables, had to borrow tables from the Community 
Center. Ms. Frampton offered to donate table. Need to do electric hook-ups, some technology 
items, display system, information board for daily events like the television screens in the 
Community Center, window treatments are on the wish list too. Mr. Passaro suggested to 
prioritize wish list items. Ms. Fadus brought up discussion about the ping pong table, Ms. 
Wiedemann researched ping pong table under consideration, good ratings, Kettler brand.  
 
MS. BLOOM MOVED TO SPEND $175.00 OUT OF THE GIFT FUND FOR THE 
PURCHASE OF THE PING PONG TABLE. SECOND BY MR. PASSARO. Inspect the ping 
pong table prior to purchase.  MS. FRAMPTON MOVED TO AMEND SPEND $175.00 OUT 
OF THE GIFT FUND FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE PING PONG TABLE AFTER 
INSPECTION. SECOND BY MR. PASSARO. MOTION TO AMEND PASSES. ALL IN 
FAVOR. (8-0) MAIN MOTION TO SPEND $175.00 OUT OF THE GIFT FUND FOR THE 
PURCHASE OF THE PING PONG TABLE AFTER INSPECTION. ALL IN FAVOR. 
MOTION PASSES. (8-0) 
 
PRESENTATION FROM TIA MURPHY 
Ms. Murphy presented The Road to Livability PowerPoint presentation. (ATTACHMENT) Ms. 
Bloom suggested to provide presentations like this to the public. Ms. Murphy said AARP can do 
a presentation and provide brochures, or connect with an AARP specialist for more information.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, MS. FRAMPTON MADE A 
MOTION TO ADJOURN AT 6:43 PM. SECOND BY MR. EDWARDS. ALL IN FAVOR. (7-
0) MOTION PASSES.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
June Sgobbo, Clerk 
 
Attachments: Chair Report, Treasurer’s Report, Director of Human Services Report: COA, 
Senior Center Reports, AARP PowerPoint Presentation.  
 



COA September Chair Report 

I hope everyone is as happy as I am that the days are getting cooler.  I’m not happy to see the days 

getting darker earlier, but we can’t have everything! 

At Monday’s meeting I hope to have a resolution regarding the Resource Guide. We have plenty of 

copies to give out at the Arts Festival but will definitely need to go into another printing.  It was also 

mentioned at a recent meeting to have it in PDF form, which we can absolutely do.  It will take time to 

get everyone on board to not having a “paper” copy of anything any longer.  I know we were waiting on 

some bids. 

I will pass around the sign‐up sheet because we still need help with Newtown/Sandy Hook Senior 

Discounts as well as Jobs for Seniors.  A chair is still needed for Board/Commission collaboration.   

We are still helping man the front desk – a sign up for that is going around as well.   

There is a meeting on September 24th there will be a Salvation Army meeting and the direction of the 

Food Pantry will be addressed.  Thank you to Cris and Larry for helping with this important project. 

Just a reminder that on the Arts Festival will run from September 20‐22 at FFH.  Saturday, September 28 

from 9‐12 is the 26 Annual Health Fair and on Thursday, October 10 there will be a Cardiac Health Event 

for First Responders and Veterans, from 3:30‐800pm.  You do not have to live in Newtown to attend any 

of these events.   

Natalie had a Roundtable Friday morning which was very well attended.  It was good to hear feedback, 

suggestions and ideas from a number of people.  It’s a new building, and as one member put it “it’s like 

having moved into a new home – there are still things that need to be unboxed, set up, etc.”  What I am 

especially proud of is hearing that CLASSES ARE TOO FULL!  What an awesome problem to have! 

By now, the Senior Social will have taken place, which I am sure will have been a resounding success! 

Thank you to FONS, and all who helped make this first social so wonderful.  

I truly appreciate all the time and effort of everyone.  Anytime there is a need, someone always steps up 

to the plate.   

Enjoy the weekend, Anna  

 






























































	COA September 16, 2019 Meeting Minutes
	COA September Chair Report
	Treasurer's Report
	Director of Services Report
	AARP Presentation

