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CONSERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

Regular Meeting of January 24, 2017 at 7:00 pm 
Meeting Room #3, Municipal Center, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown, CT 

 
These Minutes are Subject to Approval by the Conservation Commission 

 
 
Present: Tom Philbrick, Cindy Joyce, Karlyn Sturmer, Holly Kocet, Mark Boland, Chris Smith 
(arrived at 7:46 pm) 
 
Also Present:  Mary Wilson, High Meadow Study Group 
 
Absent:  Jim Ryan 
 
Staff: Dawn Fried, Clerk 
 
Mr. Philbrick served as acting Chair in Mr. Ryan’s absence. 
 
Mr. Philbrick opened the meeting at 7:06 pm. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR January 9, 2017 
 
Ms. Joyce motioned to approve the minutes from January 9, 2017.  Ms. Kocet seconded.     All 
in favor.  Mr. Boland abstained.  The minutes from January 9, 2017 were approved.   
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Mr. Philbrick distributed two emails given to him by Robert Sibley, Deputy Director of Planning.  
The emails were a correspondence between Mr. Sibley and Mr. Robert Eckenrode, President of 
Newtown Forest Association (NFA) (attached).   Mr. Eckenrode stated his concern with hunters 
luring deer from the Newtown Forestry Preserve onto private property and shooting them.  The 
Commission had a lengthy discussion on their role in this matter. Mr. Boland and Ms. Kocet 
determined Mr. Eckenrode’s letter was looking for support from the CC. 
 
Mr. Boland motioned for the CC to join with the Newtown Forest Association in lobbying the 
state to restrict hunting on open space with the 40 yard barrier from other properties throughout 
the week.  Ms. Kocet seconded. 
 
Ms. Sturmer pointed out that this motion needs to be added to the agenda in order to have a 
vote.  Ms. Sturmer motioned to add the NFA correspondence letters to Action Items of the 
agenda as well as add Earth Day to Commission Priorities.  Ms. Joyce seconded.  All in favor. 
 
Ms. Joyce stated that there needs to be more signage because not all of the properties are 
marked clearly.  She was concerned that if the hunters are not aware of their borders it can 
affect the New England cottontails on the Stonebridge property.  Mr. Boland’s motion was 
reinstated.  All in favor. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 
Board of Finance (BOF) – Mr. Boland stated that the BOF is voting on the bonding of funds to 
purchase Paproski farm. 
Fairfield Hills Authority – Mr. Boland suggested keeping an eye on the trails becoming 
wheelchair accessible.  Making the trails wheelchair accessible would mean bringing in fill to 
raise the grade on the trails. 
Parks and Rec – Ms. Sturmer is waiting for a response from Mr. Ryan regarding prior 
conversations to schedule a meeting with Ms. Mangold from Parks and Rec. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
High Meadow – Study Group Update Summary 
 
Mary Wilson gave an overview of the study group’s progress and distributed a document titled 
“Draft, High Meadow Management Proposal, dated January 2017” (attached).  Ms. Wilson 
stated there have been changes since the CC meeting on January 9, 2017.  At the last CC 
meeting Ms. Wilson discussed changing the site of the study from one 5-acre parcel (Site A) to 
a more preferable 6-acre parcel (Site B).  Ms. Wilson presently wants to include both parcels 
and explained the benefits of both.  Ms. Wilson explained that it would be logical to keep Site A 
to study because of its un-mowed state and the benefits of increased diversity of a natural 
wildlife habitat.  In order to go ahead with the High Meadow studies, Mr. Benson (Director of 
Planning) requested an approved proposal from the CC which will then be presented to First 
Selectman, Pat Llodra for final approval.   
 
Ms. Wilson distributed a document titled “Study Group for Restoration of the High Meadow 
(SGRHM)” (attached)  that will give clarity to SGRHM’s purpose and to serve as a mission 
statement.  Ms. Sturmer made a motion to adopt the definition of this mission statement for the 
ad-hoc Study Group for Restoration of the High Meadow.  Ms. Joyce seconded.  The 
Commission had a lengthy discussion and made changes to the document.  All in favor as 
amended.  
 
Ms. Wilson continued to go through the “Draft” document and explained the management plan 
in more detail.  She stated that the areas are using two different management techniques which 
are applied science for Site B (the wildflower meadow) and a field study to monitor Site A (the 
grassland area).  Ms. Wilson also discussed the timing of the plantings, coordination of the 
mowing and the cost factors.  The Commission discussed how the management plan budget 
will be determined by the funds raised by the Stonebridge project.  They also debated the pros 
and cons of student volunteers versus professional consultants (i.e. field botanist) and how the 
management plan will be documented.  
 
Ms. Wilson would like a commitment or vote of approval at the next CC meeting regarding the 
High Meadow Management Proposal.  This will be added to the next agenda under Action 
Items.   Ms. Wilson will send out a word file of the proposal to the Commissioners for their 
review and comments.    
 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
Web Page 
 
Ms. Joyce would like to post the Stone Bridge information on the web site as soon as possible 
especially since the project is now underway.  Ms. Sturmer distributed a rough draft of the 
changes she made to Ms. Joyce’s draft.  Ms. Sturmer feels that leaving in too much detail might 
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not be necessary for the town resident.  She would like to keep it “simple, focused and 
addressed to our primary consumer which is the Newtown resident.”  Ms. Sturmer would like 
feedback from the other Commissioners.  Mr. Philbrick agrees that less is more.  Ms. Joyce 
stated that since this website represents the entire Commission it’s important for all of the 
commissioners to give their feedback.  Each Commissioner will send their comments to the 
entire Commission at which time Ms. Sturmer and Ms. Joyce will create the final draft and will 
post on-line. 
 
 
Stone Bridge Update 
 
The Commission called Jeremy Clark, Clark Forestry Services, via cell phone.  Mr. Clark gave a 
status update of the Stone Bridge project: 
    
- Mr. Clark stated that Don Moon signed the contract Friday, January 13, 2017 and began felling    
  the southeastern corner on January 21, 2017.   
- Mr. Clark described the conditions as being dry.    
- Mr. Clark has his associate checking the site frequently while he is in Maine.  
- Mr. Clark has been in contact with Iroquois regarding the air bridge that will be  
  constructed over the pipeline.  Since the ground is not frozen they may wait to begin the  
  construction next week when the ground freezes.   
- Mr. Clark gave a rough estimate of 4 or 5 weeks for the completion of the project depending on  
  weather conditions.   
- Ms. Sturmer asked Mr. Clark to send an updated email once every two weeks to the  
  Commission.   
- Mr. Clark stated that one curve of the driveway was widened to fit the trucks thru.   
 
 
Earth Day 
 
Earth Day is April 22, 2017.  Ms. Sturmer’s proposal for Earth Day is to highlight habitat diversity 
and to use the Stone Bridge project and the High Meadow study as examples.   The 
Commission discussed the previous years at Earth Day and how to make it more enjoyable for 
the public.   
 
They also discussed the following: 
- Schedule for the day 
- Commissioners availability 
- Website info – Mr. Smith will help coordinate 
- Visuals for table – Ms. Joyce will help coordinate 
- Interactive activities 
 
Earth Day will be added to the agenda under “Commission Priorities” for the next meeting. 
 
Native Plant Policy 
 
Mr. Philbrick would like to make comments on Ms. Sturmer’s Native Plant Policy draft.   
 
Adjournment 
 
Mr. Boland motioned to adjourn the CC meeting.  Ms. Sturmer seconded.  All in favor.  Meeting 
adjourned at 9:06 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
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Dawn Fried, Clerk 
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