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Introduction

This document has been compiled to support the update to the town of Newtown’s Plan of Conservation and 
Development. Information analyzed and presented comes from various sources, including federal, state, and 
county departments. 2020 data was used to represent the most up-to-date information. When applicable, 
comparisons from 2000 and 2010 are included, along with specific comparisons to Fairfield County. 

Data Source:
• United States Census Bureau, Decennial Census (2020) and American Community Survey (2000, 2010, 

2020)

• Western Connecticut Council of Governments
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NEWTOWN AT A GLANCE
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Population: 27,173

Labor Force: 15,339

Median Income: $125,028

88.6% Owner Occupied
11.4% Renter Occupied

K-12 Students: 5,048

Median Home Value: $389,600
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Demographics
• Newtown’s population shrunk by 1.4% between 2010 and 2020, the first time the Town has experienced 

population loss in almost a century. 

• Newtown’s population is aging, the 55+ population has approximately doubled since 2000.

• Newtown is a predominantly White, English-speaking Town. 

Economy 
• The labor force grew by 15% between 2010 (13,328) and 2020 (15,339).

• The number of employed women in Newtown has increased by about 28% between 2010 (5,547 women) 
and 2020 (7,101 women).

• The median household income is $125,028 

• Newtown’s population is highly educated: 51% of residents age 25 and older hold a bachelor's degree.

• K12 enrollment decreased by 17% over the last decade.  

Land Use
• About 92% of the Town (approximately 55 square miles) is zoned for residential use or farming. 

• Land Use PLACEHOLDER

Housing
• There are 9,766 households in Newtown. While the Town population decreased over the last decade, the 

number of households increased by 3.2%. 

• Of the 10,322 housing units in Newtown, 94.6% are occupied.

• Most of Newtown’s occupied housing units are single-family detached structures. 

• The median value of homes decreased by 17.7% between 2010 and 2020. 

• The proportion of rent-burdened households (renters who spent 30% or more of their income to gross rent) 
decreased by about 10% between 2010 (49.9%) and 2020 (39.5%).
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Newtown has a population of 27,173 residents. The Town population shrank by 387 residents (1.4%) between 
2010 and 2020, the first time Newtown has experienced population loss in almost a century. Newtown 
experienced the most dramatic population growth in the mid-twentieth century, nearly tripling in size between 
1940 (4,023) and 1960 (11,373). 
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Figure X: Newtown Population by Census Tract, 2020
Sources: WestCOG, US Census Bureau, BFJ Planning

Census tracts are small geographic subdivisions of a county that are represented by a numeric code. On 
average, census tracts are comprised of about 4,000 residents; when census tracts exceed 8,000 people, 
they are sub-divided. Newtown was comprised by five census tracts during the 2000s, but the 2020 Census 
divided census tract 2305 into 2305.01 and 2305.02. 

Between 2010 and 2020, northern Newtown (i.e., census tract 2301), grew by 4.1% and western Newtown 
(i.e., census tract 2303) grew by 1.3%. All other census tracts experienced population loss.
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 Figure X: Newtown Census Tract Population Change, 2010 to 2020
Sources: WestCOG, US Census Bureau, BFJ Planning
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The senior population has increased and the youth population has decreased in recent decades. The largest 
age cohort in 2020 was residents aged 45-54 (4,214 residents). The 55+ population has approximately 
doubled since 2000 and represents a much larger proportion of Newtown’s population. 
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Newtown is a predominantly White community – 85.87% of Newtown residents identify as White alone.The 
remaining Town population is Black or African American (2.24%), American Indian and Alaska native (.1%), 
Asian and Pacific Islander (2.79%), Other (2.32%), and 6.68% of the population identifies with two or more 
races. 6.5% of Newtown is Hispanic or Latino. 

Newtown became more racially/ethnically diverse between 2010 and 2020. The Black or African American 
population increased by 37% between 2010 (444) and 2020 (610) and the Newtown population of two races or 
more increased by 488% over the last decade (308 in 2010 compared to 1,814 in 2020).
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Newtown is predominantly comprised of native-born U.S. citizens. 86% (25,569) of Newtown residents are 
native-born U.S. Citizens. 2,111 residents are foreign born citizens, 1,694 are naturalized citizens, and 417 
residents are not U.S. citizens. The foreign-born population in Newtown decreased slightly between 2010 and 
2020. 
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97.8% of Newtown residents are proficient English speakers, with 90.1% of the population exclusively 
speaking English. Non-English speakers speak Spanish (3.3%), Asian and Pacific Island languages (.8%), and 
other Indo-European languages (5.5%). 
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The number of unmarried households in Newtown (i.e., never married, separated, divorced, widowed) has 
increased since 2010. The divorced or separated population increased by 48% between 2010 and 2020, and 
the number of widows and widowers increased by 39% over the last decade. 
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Most residents who move to Newtown already live in the state of Connecticut. Very few international residents 
move to Newtown. 
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Newtown’s labor force grew by 15% over the last decade. The number of women participating in the labor force 
increased by 23.6%. The Town’s unemployment rate decreased from 6% to 5%. 
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The largest industry employer is educational services, health care, and social assistance (23.9%). Over half of 
the working population occupies positions in management, business science, or the arts (52.7%). 79.3% of 
residents are privately employed, 13.7% are government employees, and 7% are self-employed. 
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Newtown’s population is highly educated: 51% of residents age 25 and older hold a bachelor's degree or 
higher, and 96.5% of residents age 25 and older are high school graduates. 
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Newtown is home to 6,823 students: 5,048 are enrolled in primary and secondary school, and the remaining 
students are enrolled in college or graduate school. K-12 enrollment decreased by 17% between 2010 and 
2020 and overall school enrollment decreased by 13%.  There are about half as many enrolled nursery age 
children in Newtown in 2020 than there were in 2010, indicating future declines in student population and 
enrollment. 
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Median income grew across all household types between 2010 and 2020. Families experienced the greatest 
percentage income growth at 21.7%. Married couple households are the highest earning household type, on 
average, in Newtown. 34% of married couple households earn more than $200,000 per year. 

ECONOMY - INCOME
DRAFT NEWTOWN DATA BOOK 



23
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Newtown occupies about 60 square miles in western Connecticut. About 92% of the Town (approximately 55 
square miles) is zoned for residential or farming (R-1, R-1/2, R-2, R-3, MIHD, EH-10). About 3% of Newtown is 
zoned for manufacturing, 2% is zoned for special districts (e.g., schools, Fairfield Hills), and 1% is zoned for 
commercial use. 
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Newtown Zoning 
Sources: WestCOG, US Census Bureau, BFJ Planning

Newtown
Road
River
Open Space

EH-10 (DU-60, IRU-0)
PS

R-1
R-1/2

R-2

R-3

SDD1

SDD2

SDD3

SHDD

SMVDD

FHAR

HCDD
I-2

M-1

M-2A

M-3
M-4

M-5

MIHD

P-1

B-1

B-1/2

B-2

BPO

CA

EH-10



25

There are 9,766 households in Newtown. The total number of Newtown households increased at a decreasing 
rate each decade from 1970 to 2020, apart from 2000, where the percentage growth increased from 18.2% 
(1980-1990) to 22.5% (1990-2000). Most recently, the percentage growth dropped significantly from 13.6% 
(2000-2010) to 3.2% (2010 – 2020). 

HOUSING - TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS
DRAFT NEWTOWN DATA BOOK 



26

Of the 10,322 housing units in Newtown, 94.6% are occupied. Most occupied housing units are owner-
occupied (88.6%), which is considerably higher than Fairfield County (63.9%). Renter occupancy in Newtown 
(11.4%) is much lower than that of Fairfield County (36.1%), emphasizing the suburban character of Newtown. 
Of the 556 vacant units in Newtown, 181 were for seasonal use, 112 were for sale, and 60 were for rent. 

HOUSING - OCCUPANCY
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Between 1940 and 1979 nearly half (46.7%) of the occupied housing units were built. Housing construction has 
decreased since 2000, representing only 13% of occupied housing units. 

HOUSING - OCCUPANCY
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Most of Newtown’s occupied housing units are single-family detached structures. Single-family detached 
housing units are predominantly owner-occupied (94.3%). About one-half (54.6%) of the 994 renter-occupied 
units are single-family detached structures. The next largest structure type for renters are structures with 10 or 
more units (15.5%). The remaining renter-occupied units are in 3- or 4-unit structures (14.2%). 

HOUSING - OCCUPANCY
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The median value of homes decreased by 17.7% between 2010 and 2020. The number of owner-occupied 
units valued between $300,000 to $499,999 grew from 42.6% to 55.2%, where as the number of owner-
occupied units valued between $500,000 and $999,999 decreased from 40.8% to 23%. About three-quarters of 
households have a mortgage, and one quarter do not. 

HOUSING - VALUE
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Each housing unit-type increased between 2010 and 2020, except for one-bedroom units, which creased from 
710 to 566. The number of households utilizing utility gas increased from 10.6% to 15% between 2010 and 
2020. Household reliance on wood fuel doubled between 2010 (208) and 2020 (413). The number of units 
lacking complete plumbing facilities increased from 17 in 2010 to 47 in 2020. Additionally, the number of units 
lacking complete kitchen facilities rose from 19 in 2010 to 90 in 2020. Twelve households installed solar over 
the last decade. 

HOUSING - CHARACTERISTICS
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63.7% of Newtown households are married couple households, compared to Fairfield County where 50.6% of 
households are married couple households. The number of Newtown female householders with no partner 
present is 1,879 (19.2%), including 1,119 who live alone. About one-third of Newtown households have 
children and one third have individuals older the age of 65. The number of female single parent households in 
Newtown is 297, which is about twice as many as male single-parent households (125). 

HOUSING - CHARACTERISTICS
DRAFT NEWTOWN DATA BOOK 



32

The proportion of renters who spent 30% or more of their income to gross rent decreased by about 10% 
between 2010 (49.9%) and 2020 (39.5%). Renters who paid less than 20% of income to gross rent increased 
to 30% in 2020 from 15.1% in 2010. Renters who spent 20% to 29.9% of income on gross rent decreased from 
35% in 2010 to 30.5% in 2020.  
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Monthly housing costs decreased slightly for owners with mortgages. Monthly housing costs for owners with no 
mortgage increased. Median gross rent increased by 40% from 2010 to 2020. While there were 189 more 
renters in 2020 than in 2010, there were 889 more owners in 2020 than 2010. 
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The proportion of homeowners with a mortgage who spent 30% or more of their income on housing decreased 
from 38.2% in 2010 to 31.3% in 2020. Homeowners with a mortgage who paid less than 20% of income on 
housing increased to 36.4% in 2020 from 29% in 2010. The number of homeowners without mortgages 
increased by about 35% between 2010 (1,678) and 2020 (2,399).  

HOUSING - AFFORDABILITY 
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