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INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

Regular Meeting of January 23, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. 
Council Chambers, Newtown Municipal Center 

3 Primrose Street, Newtown, CT 
 
These Minutes are subject to Approval by the Inland Wetlands Commission  
 
Present:  Sharon Salling, Mike McCabe, Craig Ferris, Kendall Horch 
 
Absent:   Kristen Hammar, Suzanne Guidera, Vanessa Villamil 
 
Staff Present:  Steve Maguire, Senior Land Use Enforcement Officer, Dawn Fried, Clerk 
 
Ms. Salling opened the meeting at 7:42 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES for the Regular Meeting on January 9, 2019 

Mr. Ferris moved to accept the minutes from January 9, 2019.  Mr. McCabe seconded.   Ms. Horch abstained.  All 

others  in favor.  The minutes from January 9, 2019 were approved. 

PUBLIC HEARING  
 
Application #18-26 by Hawleyville Properties, LLC, Matthew D’Amico, property located at  
90 Mt. Pleasant Road, 10 Hawleyville Road and 1 Sedor Lane, for construction of a medical office 
building, three warehouses and associated grading.    
 
Mr. McCabe read the public notice for the record.  Ms. Salling welcomed the public and reviewed the 
Public Hearing process. 
 
Mr. John Schmitz, Project Manager, BL Companies, Meriden, CT, and Mr. George Logan, Wetland 
Scientist, REMA Ecological Services, LLC, Manchester, CT, spoke on behalf of the applicant.  Mr. Schmitz 
presented the abutter notices and affidavit for the record. 
 
Mr. Schmitz gave an overview of the property and proposed project.   Mr. Schmitz stated the property 
consists of approximately 137 acres of undeveloped land.  The project consists of four buildings; one 
90,000 square foot medical office building, with 452 parking spaces and three warehouses totaling 
493,500 square feet with 374 parking spaces.  Mr. Schmitz stated that 130,095 square feet of wetlands 
will be filled and two wetland areas will be directly impacted. 
 
Mr. Logan gave an overview of the wetland assessment, impact analysis and mitigation plan.   
Mr. Logan stated there are four wetland areas which are labeled on the plans as “Wetland A, Wetland 
B, Wetland C & Wetland D”.  Mr. Logan stated that over three acres of wetlands are directly impacted 
on Wetland A & Wetland B.  The impacted wetland areas will be filled for road access, buildings and 
parking areas. 
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Mr. Logan stated that Wetland C, the largest wetland, has poorly drained soils and was used for 
agriculture pastures prior to the 1950’s.  Wetlands A, B and C are all within the watershed of Pond 
Brook and Wetland C is associated with a semi-perennial watercourse.   
 
Wetland B is a manmade wetland which was created during the construction of Hawleyville Road.  It is 
approx. 2 acres and is located in the southwestern section.    Mr. Logan stated that Wetland B is a 
forested wetland with scrub shrub and wet meadows with a thin canopy.  
 
Mr. Schmitz stated the project is in compliance with 2004 State Stormwater manual for up to a 
hundred year storm.  He reviewed the underground detention systems on the property.  Mr. Schmitz 
also stated there are two rain garden areas; one on the south side and one on the north end.  There 
will also be retaining walls throughout the site. 
 
Mr. Schmitz gave an overview of the stormwater “Treatment Train” attached. 
 
Mr. Schmitz gave an overview of the three phases of the sedimentation and erosion control plan. 

- Phase One consists of silt fencing, stormwater basins, swales, temporary sediment traps, 
wetland crossing with timber mat and wetland mitigation of eastern side of property. 

- Phase Two consists of raising the grades, storm draining systems, move diversion ditches, road 
construction and retaining walls 

- Phase Three consists of stabilization of slopes and wetland mitigation of Wetlands A and B. 
 
Mr. Schmitz gave an overview of the Landscape Plan.  The plan consists of native seed mixes, canopy 
trees, wetland buffer plantings, mitigation plantings and enhancement plantings. 
 
Mr. Logan gave an overview of the Wetland functions and values chart.  See attached “Table 1:  
Summary of Wetland Function-Value Assessment”.  Mr. Logan stated that there will be a net increase 
of the wetland values in 5 years. 
 
Mr. Logan spoke gave an overview of the invasives on the property.  He stated that a mechanical 
removal will be used followed by a paint and cut removal.  The wooded areas are dominated by 
Japanese barberry as well as spicebush, multiflora rose and others. 
 
Mr. Logan stated that one of the objectives is to create a mosaic of forested, scrub shrub and wet 
meadow habitats. 
 
Mr. Schmitz stated they looked for a feasible way to avoid impacting Wetland B but due to the traffic 
patterns and road accessways it was not possible. 
 
Ms. Salling questioned Mr. Logan’s statement of gaining back functionality values and a net increase 
after five years.   Mr. Logan felt confident the wetlands will be greater in value and will be fully 
replaced.   See attached “5.0 Mitigation and 6.0 Conclusion”. 
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Mr. McCabe questioned why the previously approved project was changed.  Mr. McCabe also 
questioned how the invasives will be removed in Wetland A. 
 
Mr. Ferris wanted an explanation as to why the approved road was removed at the northern part of 
the property and why that road is not being considered as an alternative at this time.  Mr. Ferris also 
questioned how the invasives, like Japanese stiltgrass, would be kept out.  Mr. Logan explained it 
would take five years of spring and fall treatments. 
 
Ms. Horch had the following questions: 

-  Where on the site plans are the rain gardens marked?  
-  Are there vernal pools on the property?  Mr. Logan stated there are no vernal pools. 
-  Requested a copy of the drainage report. 
-  Is there a nutrient analysis?  Or a baseline? 

 
Mr. Maguire noted the plans submitted to the office were different than the plans presented at the 
meeting.   Mr. Maguire would like the applicant to submit updated plans.  Mr. Maguire stated that the 
project seems aggressive for the size of the property.   Mr. Maguire stated that financial reasons 
cannot be the sole reasoning for not considering prudent alternatives.  
 
Mr. Maguire also stated that the mitigation is normally expected to be 2 to 1.  This project is proposing 
3 acres of wetland loss with only 2.4 acres of wetland recreation.    
 
Mr. Maguire had the following questions:  

- Has DOT recommended the alignment of the road?   
- Has a size reduction of the project been considered?  
- Can the parking lots be reconfigured?  
- Will the grading and clearing on-site be staggered in stages? 
- Have the erosion control details been submitted? 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Mary Wilson, 12 Whippoorwill Hill, stated “kudos” to Phil Clark for keeping the neighbors apprised of 
the project.  Ms. Wilson stated there are almost 3 acres of wetlands.  Ms. Wilson questioned why the 
original plans were changed and that the newly proposed plans were extensive and complex.   Ms. 
Wilson stated the wetland mitigation is required to be 2 to 1.  Ms. Wilson would like the plan to be 
reworked. 
 
The Public Hearing will remain open and be continued to the next regularly scheduled IWC Meeting on 
February 13, 2019 at 7:30 pm in the Council Chambers, Newtown Municipal Center 3 Primrose Street, 
Newtown, CT. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Ms. Salling welcomed Commissioner Horch. 
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The Commission reviewed the submission of a subdivision in Monroe which is within 500 ft. of 
Newtown.  They are hopeful Monroe will take precautions with the grading and silt fences. 
 
The Commission discussed the Housatonic Valley Association (HVA) attending the IWC meeting on 
February 27, 2019. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no additional business, Mr. McCabe moved to adjourn.  Mr. Ferris seconded.  
All in favor.  The meeting of January 23, 2019 was adjourned at 9:39 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, Dawn Fried. 
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