
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 3 PRIMROSE STREET, NEWTOWN, CT

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2022

MINUTES

PRESENT: Jeffrey Capeci, Phil Carroll, Angela Curi, William DeRosa, Charles Gardner, Chris Gardner, Dan 
Honan, Lisa Kessler, Ryan Knapp, Michelle Embree Ku, Tom Long, Matthew Mihalcik 

ALSO PRESENT: First Selectman Dan Rosenthal, Finance Director Bob Tait, BOE Chair Deborra Zukowski; 0
public, 0 press

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Capeci called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:30 pm. 

VOTER COMMENT: None

MINUTES:  Mr. Charles Gardner   moved to accept the minutes of the September 21, 2022 Legislative Council 
Regular Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Mihalcik.  All in favor.  Motion passes (12-0).

COMMUNICATIONS:  None

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Mr. Knapp made note that the Ordinance Committee recently met and they are 
currently working on charges.  Ms. Ku wanted to bring to the Council's attention that the Education Sub-
Committee has been attending the CFF meetings for the BOE. Mr. Capeci reported that they have come to a 
mutual agreement regarding the teacher's union contract and it will be presented to the Council soon.

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT: First Selectman Dan Rosenthal spoke on an ordinance on local forestry 
practices which dates back to the 1980's. State standards have gotten more extensive since then which prompted 
DEEP to reach out. The Inland Wetlands Commission recommends that we drop our local ordinance.  The library
roofing project began this week. We are okay in a budget standpoint but we are being challenged by inflation. 
We are seeing diesel fuel at above $5.00/gallon. We will have to keep our eye on this because we are not 
budgeted for this high cost of diesel fuel. Should the price continue to go up, it may need to be managed this by 
doing transfer from another budget line or contingency to make the year. Thankfully we have moved away from 
diesel on many of our vehicles. The Hawley project is moving along well. The Police Department now has a full 
compliment of officers. The latest officer who was sworn in today is a Newtown native and a certified officer 
who was in Stratford for 10 years. The remediation of the old firehouse is done. We will be holding a private 
ceremony for the dedication of the Sandy Hook Memorial. It will be open to the public starting November 13 th.

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion and Possible Action

 Request from the Tax Collector to Assign Liens for 24 Spring Trail

First Selectman Rosenthal asked to respectfully table this agenda item until the next meeting.

Mr. Charles Gardner moved to table the request from the Tax Collector to Assign Liens for 24 Spring 
Trail. Seconded by Mr. Chris Gardner. All in favor. Motion passes (12-0).



 Acceptance of a $48,000 Grant from T-Mobile Hometown Grant Program for the Edmond Town
Hall Gymnasium Renewal Project

Mr. Charles Gardner moved that we accept the $48,000 Grant from T-Mobile Hometown Grant Program 
for the Edmond Town Hall Gymnasium Renewal Project. Seconded by Mr. Mihalcik. All in favor. 
Motion passes (12-0).

Mr. Long asked why this came before us. The First Selectman explained that this is because Edmond 
Town Hall is a town building. The Friends of Edmond Town Hall in conjunction with Edmond Town 
Hall Board of Managers, they asked for this grant. It would go towards improving the gymnasium and to
add a warming kitchen. Ultimately, when the work is done, the Town will own what's there. Getting the 
grant was not incumbent on having to do anything in return for T-Mobile. (Att.)

 American Rescue Plan Appropriations:  Dickinson Park Pavilion Refurbishment, Housing Stabilization 
Program, Bike Park at Fairfield Hills, Edmond Town Hall Improvements, Sandy Hook Sidewalk - Glen 
Road

Mr. Charles Gardner moved to approve a resolution providing for an appropriation totaling $485,000 to 
finance an additional amount for the Dickinson Park Pavilion Refurbishment ($50,000), a Housing 
Stabilization Program ($20,000), a Bike Park at Fairfield Hills ($75,000), Edmond Town Hall 
Improvements ($125,000) and a new Sandy Hook Sidewalk – Glen Road ($215,000), to be funded from 
the American Rescue Plan (ARP) grant. Seconded by Ms. Curi. (Att.)

Mr. Knapp moved to divide the question in order to discuss the items one at a time:  Mr. Knapp moved 
to approve a resolution providing for an appropriation for the Dickinson Park Pavilion Refurbishment 
($50,000).  Mr. Knapp moved to approve a resolution providing for an appropriation for a Housing 
Stabilization Program ($20,000).  Mr. Knapp moved to approve a resolution providing for an 
appropriation for a Bike Park at Fairfield Hills ($75,000).  Mr. Knapp moved to approve a resolution 
providing for an appropriation for Edmond Town Hall Improvements ($125,000).  Mr. Knapp moved to 
approve a resolution providing for an appropriation for a new Sandy Hook Sidewalk – Glen Road 
($215,000).  Seconded by Mr. Carroll. All in favor to divide the question. Motion passes (12-0).

Dickinson Park Pavilion Refurbishment – First Selectman Rosenthal said this amount would cover a 
new roof on the pavilion, electrical upgrades to the pavilion, adding wi-fi in the pavilion; and removing 
the skylights from the outdoor bathrooms which are leaking. All in favor. Motion passes (12-0).

Housing Stabilization Program – Mr. Mihalcik explained this was a request from Human Services where
people can ask for assistance towards rental and housing assistance. All in favor. Motion passes (12-0).

Bike Park at Fairfield Hills – The ARP Committee said they determined this would only help fund it, not
to fully fund it. Some of the work to build this will be done through Public Works and Parks and Rec. 
The total amount for the project will be about $85,000. The 1-acre park will be located behind the 
Community Center where the utility trucks currently park. Parks and Rec received a large donation of 
bikes and it will be meant for younger aged kids to have a safe area to practice riding. All in favor. 
Motion passes (12-0).

Edmond Town Hall Improvements – Mr. Mihalcik said these improvements include space revitalization, 
elevator renovations, cameras, IT and paint. This includes retrofitting the front doors. The request 
specifically for the cameras is $36,500, the building doors is $87,000, and $13,500 came from the 
Borough. Mr. Honan asked what happens with any unspent money. First Selectman said it would go 
back to the bucket. Ms. Ku noted that, for context, Edmond Town Hall came to the ARP to present their 
case and this is a scaled down version of what their asks originally were. All in favor. Motion passes (12-
0).



Sandy Hook Sidewalk – Glen Road – Mr. Mihalcik explained that he goal was to connect the Sandy 
Hook Memorial to Sandy Hook Center – 8 Glen Road to the Dayton Street bridge. S.H.O.P is proposing 
a trail that comes out of the proposed new park/pavilion at 8 Glen Road, down to the bridge and up 
Dayton Street – this will include an overlook area on Dayton Street.  Town's priority is to connect 
sidewalks to the high school but that is a much larger project. The Town would have to do winter 
maintenance on adjacent properties and the State would have to take care of the rest. The space would be
about 2700 linear feet. It would include the lampposts, red brick stamped sidewalks, etc. Mr. Carroll 
feels that there are other areas in town that could also benefit from these funds, not just the Sandy Hook 
area. Ms. Ku said the ARP committee did not receive any negative feedback for this request. Mr. Carroll 
remarked that, in his opinion, this money does not have to be put towards sidewalks; there are other uses
in other areas of town that could benefit from these funds. Motion passes (7-4,   Nays: Carroll, Curi, 
DeRosa, Kessler; Mr. Knapp abstained)  .

 Grant Acceptance – FISH

Mr. Charles Gardner moved to accept the $14,000 donation from FISH to the Town Department of 
Human Services to be earmarked to assist with transportation to medical appointments and procedures. 
Seconded by Mr. Mihalcik. All in favor. Motion passes (12-0).

Ms. Ku expressed concern that the donors know that the money requested is, in fact, used for medical 
transportation. First Selectman Rosenthal said Human Services assists with this in making sure the 
transportation would be used to get people to their appointments. (Att.)

OLD BUSINESS

 Motion for Board of Education to deposit funds into the Non-Lapsing Education Fund

Mr. Charles Gardner moved that we approve the BOE decision to deposit funds into the Non-Lapsing 
Education Fund. Seconded by. Mr. Mihalcik.

Mr. Charles Gardner amended the motion to clarify that it is to approve the BOE to deposit any unspent 
amounts from the 2021-2022 budget into the Non-Lapsing Education Fund. Seconded by Mr. Mihalcik. 
Motion passes (9-3;   Nays: Curi, DeRosa, Kessler  ).

Ms. Kessler believes that surpluses should go back to the taxpayers. In her opinion, this should go 
towards academic and enrichment activities, such as tutoring, instead of building maintenance. The 
focus should be on funding the students and not the system.

VOTER COMMENT:  None

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  None

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, Mr. Charles Gardner moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:38 
pm. Seconded by Mr. Knapp.  All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,
Rina Quijano, Clerk

Attachments:  T-Mobile Hometown Grant Program for the Edmond Town Hall Gymnasium Renewal 
Project, ARP Appropriations, FISH Grant Info

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AT THE NEXT MEETING. ANY
EDITS WILL BE REFLECTED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING.
























