
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 3 PRIMROSE STREET, NEWTOWN, CT

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2022

MINUTES

PRESENT: Jeffrey Capeci, Phil Carroll, Angela Curi, Charles Gardner, Chris Gardner, Lisa Kessler, Ryan 
Knapp, Michelle Embree Ku, Tom Long, Matthew Mihalcik 
 
ABSENT: William DeRosa, Dan Honan

ALSO PRESENT: First Selectman Dan Rosenthal, Finance Director Bob Tait, Chair of the Lake Lillinonah 
Authority Scott Schifilliti, Treasurer of the Lake Zoar Authority Bill May; 1 public, 0 press

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Capeci called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:30 pm. 

VOTER COMMENT: None

MINUTES: Mr. Charles Gardner   moved to accept the minutes of the October 19, 2022 Legislative Council 
Regular Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Mihalcik. All in favor. Motion passes (10-0).

COMMUNICATIONS: Mr. Capeci shared the results of the ballot questions regarding the Charter changes – 
question 1 was denied and question 2 was approved.  The town attorney is working on incorporating these 
changes into the Charter.  The finalized version will be sent to our Town Clerk so she can then send it to the CT 
Secretary of the State. We have 30 days from the time of the election to file it with the state.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: None

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT: First Selectman Dan Rosenthal reported on the unveiling of the Sandy 
Hook Memorial. A private ceremony with the families was held on Saturday November 13th. The public was 
invited on Sunday November 14th. It went well and he was happy with the way the opening was held. The First 
Selectman said he was very thankful to everyone involved with the project. The Hawley School project has made
a lot of progress. The demo is done and a lot of the duct work has been hung. At the last BOS meeting, he 
received an update on the pension plan. This has been a really difficult year with the market. We are down to a 
6.5% interest rate.  We average this in over five years. He is certain there will be some contribution that we'll 
have to make. He is grateful for the effort that the Pension Committee puts into their presentations.  We are in 
beginning talks on budget season. Mr. Tait and himself will start meeting with all the departments to gather their 
budgets.  All of the roadwork is done from the list that was put out. From a budget standpoint it was all estimated
well. There are inflationary pressures surrounding fuel, oil and salt costs.  As of now, it is manageable and can be
handled within the confounds of the existing budget. He is proposing to take up a transfer at the next BOS 
meeting. If things get worse, we will have to do a series of transfers. Within a department he can only transfer up
to $50,000.  It will be hard to predict whether Newtown will be affected by the shortage of diesel. The source we
use for fuel is a reliable one, but only time will tell if things get worse.

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion and Possible Action

Mr. Capeci proposed moving around the agenda items to discuss the Lake Authorities item first.



 $11,157 Transfer from Contingency to Other Purchased Services (Lake Authorities)

Mr. Charles Gardner moved to transfer $11,157 from Contingency to Other Purchased Services (Lake 
Authorities). Seconded by Mr. Carroll.

Mr. Capeci explained that this amount was taken from their budget during budget season and they would
like to present justification for the request. (Att.) First Selectman Rosenthal added that the Authorities 
are creatures of the state, so their budgets are not actual requests, but assessments. Therefore, we do not 
have the luxury of denying paying these assessments. Mr. May spoke on their last spending season. He 
does not anticipate an increase in this year's upcoming budget. When he prepares the budget, it is not 
based on fixed items - it consists of patrolling the lake, fuel costs, etc. and is weather dependent. He tries
really hard to reduce costs where possible. Mr. Tait replied that last budget year, the Legislative Council 
decreased their initial request back to the previous years amount. This transfer would be from our 
contingency to an out account relating to the Lake Authorities. Mr. Schifilliti spoke on the Lake 
Lillinonah Authority in that this year's increases surround things like equipment being in dire need of 
replacement and/or repairs, boat costs, staffing/wages, and a police shed that requires a generator and 
alarm system. They have been spending from their reserves. Mr. Knapp expressed concern on justifying 
this request when he feels lake traffic has decreased after covid and, most importantly, not having seen a 
detailed budget from the Authorities prior to finalizing the municipal budget. Mr. Schifilliti argued that 
the budget had been submitted early on in the last budget season but would be happy to resend it to all 
council members along with the last five years worth in order to see the progression from year to year.  
Ms. Ku and Mr. Chris Gardner feel that the responsibility to review details prior to voting on the budget 
is fault of the Council and having overlooked it. They do not believe we should hold up the transfer. Mr. 
May added that patrol hours, gas and lake treatment are the three major items that they take into account.
This year, patrolling hours were greater due to the construction on I-84 which resulted in the high level 
of monitoring wake zones. He is happy to discuss everything that goes into the budget in great detail and
welcomes the council to attend their meetings. Gas at this point is an unknown. Mr. May and Mr. 
Schifilliti said there has been quite an increase in lake traffic from out of state – there has been a 
disconnect.  Mr. Knapp argued that it is not in the best interest of the taxpayers to approve this amount 
without going over the details of their budget first and he proposes waiting until the next meeting to do 
so.

Mr. Knapp moved that we postpone this action to the next meeting so they have time to review this. 
Seconded by Ms Curi.

The First Selectman stated that we do not have an option not to approve this. We would have to go 
through a lengthy withdrawal process if the Council decides not to approve. Going forward, the process 
will change in order to make sure everything is reviewed before going to a vote. It was agreed that Mr. 
May and Mr. Schifilliti will email a copy of the current 2022-2023 budget, the fund balance and the past 
five years worth of budgets to the Council for review.

Motion to postpone this request passes (7-3, Nays: Chris Gardner, Long, Ku).

 Hawley School HVAC Proposal to CT DAS (Dept. of Administrative Services)

Mr. Charles Gardner moved to authorize the Superintendent and/or First Selectman to apply for the 2022
HVAC/Indoor Air Quality Grant from the CT Department of Administrative Services for the Hawley 
HVAC project. Seconded by Mr. Carroll. All in favor. Motion passes (10-0).  (Att.)

 Abandon Forestry Practices Ordinance as Approved by Inland Wetlands Commission

Mr. Charles Gardner moved that we rescind the Ordinance for Forestry Practices as Approved by the 
Inland Wetlands Commission. Seconded by Mr. Knapp. All in favor. Motion passes (10-0).



Mr. Knapp said he feels very comfortable going to the state for forestry practices.  The First Selectman 
said that if we don't repeal, we'll have to report back to the state. Our deadline is in December. (Att.)

VOTER COMMENT: None

ANNOUNCEMENTS: None

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, Mr. Mihalcik moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:03 pm. 
Seconded by Mr. Carroll.  All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,
Rina Quijano, Clerk

Attachments:  Lake Authorities Transfer, Hawley HVAC Grant Proposal, Inland Wetlands Commission Info
on Forestry Practices

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AT THE NEXT MEETING. ANY
EDITS WILL BE REFLECTED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING.






















