
LEGISLATVIE COUNCIL REGRULAR MEETING 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 3 PRIMROSE STREET, NEWTOWN, CT 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5, 2023 
 

MINUTES 
 
PRESENT:  Jeffery Capeci, Tom Long, Phil Carroll, Chris Gardner, Dan Honan, Lisa Kessler, Ryan 
Knapp, Michelle Embree Ku, Matthew Mihalcik, Charles Gardner, William DeRosa 
ABSENT:  Angela Curi 
ALSO PRESENT:  First Selectman Dan Rosenthal, Finance Director Bob Tait, BOE Chair Deb 
Zukowski, BOE Director of Business and Finance Tanja Vadas, BOE Superintendent Chris Melillo, 
Jordana Bloom, Douglas Lord and Rose Marie Zaharek 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Mr. Capeci called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:46 pm. 
 
VOTER COMMENT: None 
 
MINUTES:  Charles Gardner moved to approve the minutes of the 3/15/23 Public Hearing and 3/29/23 
Regular Meeting.  Matt Mihalcik seconded, all in favor.   
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  Jeff Capeci received an email from BOE Superintendent Chris Melillo 
explaining that they did not get the grant for the HVAC at Hawley.   Superintendent Melillo explained 
why they were denied the grant.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  None 
   
FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT:  No Report 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Resolution:  Charles Gardner move the Resolution with Respect to the Authorization, Issuance and Sale 
of Not Exceeding $25,000,000 Town of Newtown Connecticut General Obligation Refunding Bonds.  
Matt Mihalcik seconded, all in favor.   
 

Motion to authorize and direct the Board of Selectman to call a Referendum to be held on April 25, 
2023 between the hours of 6:00 am and 8:00 pm (E.T.) for the purpose of a vote by electors and 
qualified voters of the Town.  Charles Gardner moved to authorize and direct the Board of Selectman to 
call a Referendum to be held on April 25, 2023, between the hours of 6:00 am and 8:00 pm (E.T.) for the 
purpose of a vote by electors and qualified voters of the Town.  Ryan Knapp seconded, all in favor.   
 
Charles Gardner moved to wave the full reading of the following three resolutions.  Matt Mihalcik 
seconded, all in favor.   



 
Resolution:  Charles Gardner moved a RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR A SPECIAL 
APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,200,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, 
ENGINEERING AND INSTALLATION OF HVAC SYSTEM REPLACEMENTS AT 
NEWTOWN HIGH SCHOOL AS AUTHORIZED IN THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
PLAN (2023-24 to 2027-28) AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,200,000 
BONDS OF THE TOWN TO MEET SAID SPECIAL APPROPRIATION AND 
PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY 
BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOS.  Matt Mihalcik seconded.  Motions unanimously 
approved by roll call vote.   
 

Resolution:  Charles Gardner moved a RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR A SPECIAL 
APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,550,000 FOR THE REMEDIATION AND 
REPLACEMENT OF THE MUNICIPAL CENTER ROOF AS AUTHORIZED IN THE 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (2023-24 to 2027-28) AND AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUANCE OF $1,550,000 BONDS OF THE TOWN TO MEET SAID SPECIAL 
APPROPRIATION AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF 
TEMPORARY BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSE. Matt Mihalcik seconded.  Motion 
unanimously approved by roll call vote.   
 

Resolution:  Charles Gardner moved a RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR A SPECIAL 
APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $450,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, 
AND ENGINEERING OF HVAC SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS AT NEWTOWN MIDDLE 
SCHOOL AS AUTHORIZED IN THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (2023-24 to 
2027-28) AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $450,000 BONDS OF THE TOWN 
TO MEET SAID SPECIAL APPROPRIATION AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE 
THEREOF THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSE.  
Matt Mihalcik seconded.  Motion unanimously approved by roll call vote.   
 
Resolution:  Charles Gardner moved a RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE PREPARATION AND 
PRINTING OF NON-ADVOCACY MATERIALS RELATED TO THE PLANNING, DESIGN, 
ENGINEERING AND INSTALLATION OF HVAC SYSTEM REPLACEMENTS AT NEWTOWN 
HIGH SCHOOL REFERENDUM QUESTIONS SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 25, 2023.  SUCH 
MATERIALS MAY INCLUDE MAILINGS, FLIERS AND POSTERS AS WELL AS 
EXPLANATORY TEXT ON THE BALLOT.  CONTENT OF THESE MATERIALS TO BE 
APPROVED BY THE TOWN ATTORNEY, SUBJECT TO CGS 9-369B (A).  Matt Mihalcik seconded, 
all in favor.   
 
Resolution: Charles Gardner moved a RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE PREPARATION AND 
PRINTING OF NON-ADVOCACY MATERIALS RELATED TO THE REMEDIATION AND 
REPLACEMENT OF THE MUNICIPAL CENTER ROOF REFERENDUM QUESTIONS 
SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 25, 2023.  SUCH MATERIALS MAY INCLUDE MAILINGS, FLIERS 
AND POSTERS AS WELL AS EXPLANATORY TEXT ON THE BALLOT.  CONTENT OF THESE 
MATERIALS TO BE APPROVED BY THE TOWN ATTORNEY, SUBJECT TO CGS 9-369B (A).  
Matt Mihalcik seconded, all in favor. 



 

Resolution:  Charles Gardner moved a RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE PREPARATION AND 
PRINTING OF NON-ADVOCACY MATERIALS RELATED TO THE PLANNING, DESIGN, AND 
ENGINEERING OF HVAC SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS AT NEWTOWN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
REFERENDUM QUESTIONS SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 25, 2023.  SUCH MATERIALS MAY 
INCLUDE MAILINGS, FLIERS AND POSTERS AS WELL AS EXPLANATORY TEXT ON THE 
BALLOT.  CONTENT OF THESE MATERIALS TO BE APPROVED BY THE TOWN ATTORNEY, 
SUBJECT TO CGS 9-369B (A).  Matt Mihalcik seconded, all in favor.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
2023-2024 Budget – Charles Gardner moved that they approve the BOF recommended BOE budget for 
23/24 in the amount of $85,484,651.  Dan Honan seconded.   
Phil Carroll moved to amend the motion of approving the BOE budget in the amount if $85,484,651 and 
reduce it by $550,000.  William DeRosa seconded.    
Michelle Embree Ku moved to amend the motion to make the reduction a $200,000 reduction, Dan 
Honan seconded.  Michelle Embree Ku explained that the Superintendent and Director of Business did 
identify $200,000 that could be taken from this year’s savings and used for purchasing of a mandated 
reading program book for next year.  That is why the $200,000 reduction is more reasonable.  Motion 
fails 8 NO to 3 YES (Chris Gardner, Honan, Embree Ku).    First Amendment to reduce $550,000 passes 
8 YES to 3 NO (Chris Gardner, Honan, Embree Ku). 
 
Ryan Knapp moved to reinstall $135,000 to the BOE technology equipment line of the BOE budget that 
was otherwise funded capital non-recurring, Phil Carroll seconded.  Ryan Knapp explained the concern 
about getting more dependent on capital non-recurring.  It isn’t changing the spend, just the funding 
source.  Motion passes 9 YES to 2 NO (Chris Gardner, Honan). 
 
Charles Gardner moved to amend the BOF budget for FY 23/24 to $85,069,651. Ryan Knapp seconded.  
Motion passes 8 Yes to 3 No (Chris Gardner, Honan, Embree Ku).   
 
Charles Gardner moved to approve the BOS budget as recommended by the BOF for 23/24 in the amount 
of $47,526,160. Matt Mihalcik seconded.   
 
Ryan Knapp explained that in practice we purchase 3 police cars each year.  Things that we buy every 
year are in fact recurring and should be funded out of the operations budget and not capital non-recurring 
for fear that there could be a year capital non-recurring is down, we will have to come up with the 
additional money.   
 
Ryan Knapp moved to amend the BOS budget by decreasing the reserve for capital non-recurring  
transfer out for $65,500 taking out the designated police vehicle and increase police vehicles in the Police 
Budget by $65,500.  Also decrease reserve for Capital non-recurring transfer out for $135,180 decreasing 



the BOE technology equipment for the same amount.  Matt Mihalcik seconded. Motion passes 10 YES to 
1 NO (Chris Gardner). 
 
Ryan Knapp moved to amend the line item for the First Selectman Salary to reflect $135,000.  Phil 
Carrol seconded.  Ryan Knapp explained that by charter this needs to be visited every two years.  This is 
a funding action, to set it, it will also need to be an agenda item at a future meeting.  This is comparable 
to what department heads make and in line with the median income data for Newtown as well.   Charles 
Gardner offered a friendly amendment to adjust the motion to $125,863 which reflects the projected 
increase for a 7 month period, instead of a 12 month period.  Ryan Knapp accepted the amendment.  Phil 
Carroll seconded.     
 
William DeRosa moved to amend the amendment from $135,000 to $165,000.  Phil Carroll seconded.       
Motion fails 8 NO, 2 YES (Kessler, DeRosa), 1 Abstain (Mihalcik) 
Original amendment for $125,863 passes 9 YES, 1 NO (DeRosa), 1 Abstain (Mihalcik) 
 
Tom Long moved to amend the BOS budget line item for the library, by amending the increase at a new 
amount of $10,000 for a total line item of $1,417,621.  Dan Honan seconded.  Michelle Embree Ku asked 
why the $20,000 increase which is 1.4% was reduced.  Tom Long responded that the original goal was to 
reduce additional funds and go with level funding.  There are other accounts that could be leveraged as 
opposed to tax payer dollars.  Ryan Knapp amended the motion on the floor to change the number to 
$1,327,231 reflecting contributions to Outside Agencies to $1,301,469.  Phil Carroll seconded. Ryan 
Knapp explained that last year they had conversations about outside agency’s contributions with fund 
balances.  This is a difficult time with the reevaluations.  The town supports the CIP process for the roof 
project.  The town is already taking care of a large project.  He would like to see the fund balance spent 
down for operations.  The amended motion reduces the amount the BOF recommended to CH Booth 
Library by $100,000. 
 
Doug Lord, Director of CH Booth Library made comments.  He articulated that he was not asked to come 
to present, this is just public comment.  Asked that they do not cut the library.  The more you invest in the 
library, the more return you will get.  Last year they spent $109,000 from reserves and they anticipate the 
same this year.  Much of the fund balance is restricted.     
 
Rose Marie Zaharek, President of the Library Board of Trustees, she cares about the town library and 
hopes they do to.  She asked that the LC support their budget.   
Motion passes 7 YES to 4 NO (Chris Gardner, Honan, Long, Embree Ku) 
 
Lisa Kessler moved to reduce the salt line item by $60,000.  Ryan Knapp seconded.  All in favor.   
Lisa Kessler moved to reduce the street light line item by $3,500.  Phil Carroll seconded, all in favor. 
 



Michelle Embree Ku moved to reduce the contingency line item by $50,000, Phil Carroll seconded.    
Michelle Embree Ku explained that the town appreciates the flexibility of the budget and there is saving 
from staff turnover.  First Rosenthal responded that we have had outside salary saving but not sure that 
we will have the same luxury in saving.  Contingency was $250,000 when he took office, and he has 
trimmed it to $115,000.  Rating agencies do look at contingency, but they do look negatively at using 
capital nonrecurring to fill holes in the budget.  There are also 2 pending labor contracts.  Motions fails 9 
NO to 2 YES (Chris Gardner, Embree Ku). 
 
Charles Gardner moved the amended budget for the BOS in the amount of $47,526,140 for the 23/24 
fiscal year.  Phil Carroll seconded.  Motion passes 9 YES to 2 NO (Chris Gardner, Embree Ku).   
 
Charles Gardner moved to set the amended BOS and BOE budget at $132,595,791 and allow the Finance 
Director to adjust for any rounding errors.  Ryan Knapp seconded.  Passes 9 YES to 2 NO (Chris 
Gardner, Embree Ku). 
 
Announcements - None 
 
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:10pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Arlene Miles, Clerk  
 
Attachments:  Answers to subcommittee questions 
 
 
























