
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 3 PRIMROSE STREET, NEWTOWN, CT

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2020

MINUTES

PRESENT:  Chris Smith, Ryan Knapp, Paul Lundquist, Dan Wiedemann, Cathy Reiss

PRESENT VIA TELECONFERENCE: Jordana Bloom, Alison Plante, Phil Carroll, Judit DeStefano, Chris 
Eide, Andy Clure, Dan Honan

ALSO PRESENT: First Selectman Dan Rosenthal, 0 public, 0 press.

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Lundquist called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:33 pm. 

VOTER COMMENT:  None

MINUTES: Mr. Honan   moved to accept the minutes of the November 4, 2020 Legislative Council Regular 
Meeting. Seconded by Mr. Wiedemann.  All in favor.  Motion passes (12-0).

COMMUNICATIONS: Received District Highlights Newsletter-Volume 2 from the BOE. See attachment A.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Education Committee – None
Finance Committee – None
Municipal Operations Committee – None
Ordinance Committee – Mr. Knapp reported that they met and will continue to meet more regularly.

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT: First Selectman Dan Rosenthal spoke on the recent uptick in CoronaVirus 
cases in our area.  Newtown currently has 95 cases, however, there has been a breakdown of severity in cases 
and not as many hospitalizations than we had in the Spring. The challenge is to maintain the overall health of the
community. With schools most recently being used as an example – they have announced that all public schools 
will go full remote for at least the next two weeks.  They announced that they have 95 staff members within the 
school district that are currently in quarantine. From an emergency services standpoint, we are taking the same 
precautions. One of the biggest challenges we face, especially with the upcoming holidays, is to be more 
sensitive to the fact of social gatherings.  In the spring time, it took about 6 weeks for the Covid cases to rise to 
100 in Newtown, whereas it has taken only two weeks to get to 95 cases this time.  Mr. Smith questioned how 
the contact tracing is being done within town.  The First Selectman responded that once the Health Department 
is contacted on reported cases, they then try to figure out where this person has been and who have they been in 
close contact with. This information is all held confidential and covered under HIPAA. The other challenge the 
public is facing now is that testing is taking longer to get done and longer to get results. If you're told that you've 
been exposed and forced to quarantine, you cannot go out and get tested – you must wait the 14 days. Aside from
a public health standpoint, this becomes difficult to sustain businesses due to shortage of staff if this were to 
happen.  Test results are taking up to 5-7 days now.  Mr. Lundquist announced that as a Council, we will 
continue to take a look at the Covid numbers and evaluate as the weeks go on to determine whether the meetings
need to go full remote again. Mr. Clure asked if residents have a place to go online to check on the number of 
cases in town. The First Selectman explained that a report can be found in the Health Department's tab on the 
Town's website. The State's website also updates their reporting daily which is broken down by town.

Mr. Wiedemann spoke on the new police department. He was present at the ribbon cutting and he commended 
the First Selectman on a job well done on the new facility. The First Selectman stated that the Police Chief plans 
to hold another open house for those in the public that did not get to attend.



NEW BUSINESS

Discussion and Possible Action  

 Approve the transfer of $1,255 Contingency to Other Purchased Services

Ms. Reiss moved to approve the transfer of $1,255 in Contingency to Other Purchased Services. 
Seconded by Mr. Wiedemann.  All in favor.  Motion passes (12-0).

Mr. Lundquist stated that this is a late budget item that was submitted by the Lake Lillinoah authority. 
See attachment B.

 Charter Revision Process

Mr. Lundquist reviewed the process which, that by Charter, needs to be reviewed every five years. The 
process is for the Chair to create two separate committees. The interview committee will advertise, 
recruit and interview candidates who will serve on the final committee. The Charge committee will 
solicit input from various boards and commissions, review and organize potential revisions, and create a 
formal charge document to guide the new Charter Revision Commission when they are seated. He would
like to a hold an initial meeting with each of these committees soon to get the ball rolling and layout a 
timetable. The goal is to get a commission seated by early 2021. This will set a coarse to work towards a 
final revision document by the end of August which would allow time to get it on the ballot for the 
November 2nd referendum.

Ms. Bloom asked whether there were any rules in terms of a board elected official to simultaneously 
serving on the revision commission.  Mr. Wiedemann confirmed that if you are an elected official, you 
cannot be on the Charter Revision Commission.

 Approval of Legislative Council 2021 Meeting Calendar

Ms. DeStefano moved to approve the Legislative Council 2021 meeting calendar. Seconded by Mr. 
Wiedemann. All in favor. Motion passes (12-0).  See attachment C.

VOTER COMMENT:  None

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Mr. Wiedemann asked how we left off with the non-lapsing account for the BOE. Mr. 
Lundquist said that BOF Chair Ms. Roussas wants to set up a meeting with all those involved. More information 
to come once that has been set.

Mr. Clure asked if we received a response to the Eversource letter. Mr. Lundquist and the First Selectman replied
that the letter was submitted, but we did not get any feedback, nor did they expect to get any due to the nature of 
the letter.

The First Selectman reminded everyone that the second Suicide Prevention meeting is being held tomorrow 
evening at 6:30 pm virtually.

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business,  Mr. Wiedemann moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:11 pm.
Seconded by Mr. Knapp.  All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,
Rina Quijano, Clerk

 

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
AT THE NEXT MEETING.
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District Highlights
Newtown Public Schools
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https://www.newtown.k12.ct.us/SpecialEducation
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http://www.derrickgay.com/
https://ctschoolchange.org/services/social-justice-equity/
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 2021 CALENDAR

The Newtown Legislative Council will hold meetings at 7:30 pm in the Council Chamber 
at the Newtown Municipal Center, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown, CT as follows:

Wednesday January 6
Wednesday January 20

Wednesday February 3
Wednesday February 17

Wednesday March 3
Wednesday March 17 Public Hearing beginning at 7:00 followed by regular meeting at 7:30
Wednesday March 24 Special Budget Meeting
Wednesday March 31 Special Budget Meeting

Wednesday April 7 Regular Meeting – Legislative Council adopts budget
Wednesday April 21

Wednesday May 5
Wednesday May 19

Wednesday June 2
Wednesday June 16

Wednesday July 7
Wednesday July 21

Wednesday August 4
Wednesday August 18

Wednesday September 1
Wednesday September 15

Wednesday October 6
Wednesday October 20

Wednesday November 3
Wednesday November 17

Wednesday December 1
Wednesday December 15

3 PRIMROSE STREET
NEWTOWN, CT 06470
TEL. (203) 270-4201
FAX (203) 270-4205
www.newtown-ct.gov

Attachment C




