
BOROUGH OF NEWTOWN 

NEWTOWN, CONNECTICUT 

 

 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Borough of Newtown Board of Burgesses on Tuesday, 

February 9, 2021 at Edmond Town Hall, Newtown, CT along with virtual attendance following 

COVID-19 mandates and precautions. Warden Maher called the meeting to order at 7:43p.m. 

 

Present: Warden Jay Maher, Senior Burgess Chris Gardner, Second Senior Burgess Betsy 

Kenyon, Burgess Bill Lucas, Burgess Bill Eder, Burgess Jim Gaston, Burgess Anthony Baiad, 

Tax Collector Jodie Enriquez, Treasurer Paula Brinkman, Zoning Officer Rob Sibley and Clerk 

Ann Scaia. 

 

Absent: Tree Warden Rob McCulloch 

 

Also Present: 3 members of the public. 

 

Senior Burgess Gardner made a motion to accept the January 12, 2021 regular meeting 

minutes, seconded by Burgess Lucas. Motion passed. 

 

 

Budget: Warden Maher outlined brief financial highlights gleamed from the Borough’s audit 

reports from Borough Budgets from 2017-2018, 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 and highlighted 

noteworthy line items as a means to begin early discussions of the 2021-2022 budget (see 

attached). Burgess Gaston reiterated the declining Building/Zoning fees over the years and to 

remain cognizant of its diminishing resource for future budgets. Burgess Gaston also stated the 

line item of Soldiers and Sailors should remain in the budget with a more modest amount given 

the recent restoration project is finished. Lastly Burgess Gaston expressed a desire to not 

decrease the legal fees line item and expressed an overall belief the 2021-2022 budget is moving 

in a positive direction. Senior Burgess Gardner asked what was amount was allocated from the 

fund balance for the 2020-2021 budget. Warden Maher stated $35,000.00. Senior Burgess 

Gardner expressed a need to remain mindful of diminishing Building/Zoning fees and logical use 

of monies from the fund balance to offset the budgetary needs. He also expressed a need to be 

creative to review all line items and assess where costs can be adjusted to be more in line with 

the Borough’s revenues. Burgess Lucas inquired if the fire hydrants expense has/can be audited 

given it is 31% of the total Borough budget. Warden Maher will contact Aquarion to review the 

Borough’s fire hydrant usage/expenditures. Burgess Lucas will submit a contact to Warden 

Maher who audits water usage/expenditures. Warden Maher requested the Board of Burgesses to 

begin thinking about ways to improve the 2021-2022 Borough budget with the intention of 

beginning more formal discussions next month. 

 

Warden’s Report: Warden Maher stated Maureen Crick Owen reported to him, Hawley Pond 

had been drained to allow town employees to clean out the north end of the pond. George 

Benson, in Land Use, has prepared a grant which will be submitted to the State this week, in the 

hopes the $50,000 grant will be realized in the next 3-4 months. Warden Maher further reported 



on the Sugar Street project, the wetlands have already been flagged but the surveying process has 

been delayed until next week. 

 

 

Tree Warden’s Report: Due to the absence of the Tree Warden McCulloch, there was nothing 

new to report. 

 

 

Tax Collector's Report: Tax Collector Enriquez reported no changes for the month of January 

2021. 

 

Burgess Gaston made a motion to accept the Tax Collector’s Report for January 2021, 

seconded by Burgess Baiad and unanimously approved. 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report: The January 2021 report presents: A deposit of $2,842.25 was made from 

the Borough Zoning Office. A deposit of $2,000.00 was made from Tax Collector, Jodie 

Enriquez. A transfer of $11,000.00 was made to cover last month’s invoicing. A transfer of 

$4,842.25 was transferred into the ISC Account from the Borough Operating Account. A 

transfer of $11,000.00 was transferred from the ISC Account to the Borough Operating 

Account. Interest on the 12 mo. CD was $119.78 making a total of $79,111.14. Please review 

attached report for January 2021. 

 

Second Senior Burgess Kenyon made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report for 

January 2021, seconded by Burgess Baiad and unanimously approved. 

 

Burgess Lucas made a motion to transfer $100.00 from Contingency to Audit, seconded by 

Burgess Gaston and unanimously approved. 

 

Treasurer Brinkman reported the CD is due for renewal in March. She presented the following 

rates for renewal: 3 months @ .10%, 6 months @ .125%, 1 yr @ .25%, 15 months @ .3% and 18 

months/2 yrs @ .5%. She will review the rates with the bank and report final rates at the March 

Borough meeting. 

 

Zoning Officer’s Report: Zoning Officer Sibley reported the department continues to process 

zoning certificates of determination and compliance due to sale of homes and businesses. The 

Borough Zoning Commission will be holding a meeting on Wednesday, February 10th. He also 

reported a possible meeting of the Borough Zoning Board of Appeals coming up to review at 

least two applications. 

 

 

Historic District: Second Senior Burgess reported there were no new applications.  

 

Sidewalks: Please refer to the Warden’s Report for the Sidewalks update. 

 

 



Streets & Parks: Warden Maher had nothing new to report. 

 

 

New Business: None. 

 

 

Old Business: None. 

 

 

Public Participation: None. 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Burgesses will be held on Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 

7:30p.m.  

 

DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND THE CURRENT STATE OF EMERGENCY 

DECLARED BY THE GOVERNOR, THE MEETING WILL NOT BE IN-PERSON. 

A PUBLIC CALL-IN PHONE NUMBER WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR REMOTE 

PARTICIPATION. 

 

There being no further business, Burgess Lucas made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 

8:17 p.m., seconded by Burgess Gaston and unanimously approved. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ann Scaia 

Borough Clerk 
 
 

A recording of the meeting may be found here: 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/RA3KKsXQLIFUt2czV-ULr82UB6fOzQmov54qi_U--yyh6EpYvt2M-
nHvASG5V28o.Am0M_TOMWJkeZ2fU?startTime=1612917810000 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/RA3KKsXQLIFUt2czV-ULr82UB6fOzQmov54qi_U--yyh6EpYvt2M-nHvASG5V28o.Am0M_TOMWJkeZ2fU?startTime=1612917810000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/RA3KKsXQLIFUt2czV-ULr82UB6fOzQmov54qi_U--yyh6EpYvt2M-nHvASG5V28o.Am0M_TOMWJkeZ2fU?startTime=1612917810000


      NEWTOWN BOROUGH TAX

MONTHLY REPORT FOR: JANUARY 2021

TOTAL TAXES DUE FOR GRAND LIST 2019:  $160,258.65

LAWFUL CORRECTIONS: INCREASE $1,712.23

DECREASE -$32.60

TAXES COLLECTABLE: $161,938.28

AMOUNTS COLLECTED TO DATE:  

CURRENT TAX: $160,801.12

BACK TAX $2,259.29

INTEREST: $1,487.11

LIENS & FEES: $212.00

TOTAL COLLECTED TO DATE: $164,759.52

TOTAL SUBMITTED TO TREASURER TO DATE: $164,400.00

REFUND GIVEN FROM CURRENT YR TAX $147.99

REFUND GIVEN DUE FROM PRIOR YR $0.00

TAX COLLECTION SUMMARY:

GL 2019 TAXES COLLECTED $160,801.12

TAXES SUSPENDED $0.00

TRANSFERS $21.34

BOUNCED CHECKS $0.00

REFUNDS -$147.99

TOTAL CURRENT TAX COLLECTED $160,674.47 99.22%

UNCOLLECTED TAXES $1,263.81 0.79%

OVERPAYMENTS $0.00

NOTE: 

BACK TAXES OUTSTANDING FOR LIST 2018 AND PRIOR: 

UNCOLLECTED TAXES $242.09

OVERPAYMENTS FROM PRIOR YEARS -$151.33

ADJUSTMENTS $0.00

TRANSFER (TO CURRENT YEAR) -$21.34

DATE:

9-Feb-21

 

SIGN:  Jodie Enriquez

          BOROUGH TAX COLLECTOR

 



BOROUGH OF NEWTOWN
Treasurer’s Report 

Month Ending January 31,2021

ACCOUNT 673 ACCOUNT 2470-D TOTAL

 Operating Account Insured Cash Sweep

BEGIN 

1/1/2021

$250,012.58 $381,948.42 $631,961.00

Interest 

Transfer

-$12.58 $12.58 $0.00

Transfer to 

Clerk’s 

Account 

check #299 -$11,000.00 -$11,000.00

Transfer in 

from ICS 

acct

$11,000.00 -$11,000.00 $0.00

Deposit 

from 

Bldg/Zoning 

$2,842.25 $0.00 $2,842.25

Deposit 

from Tax 

Collector

YTD:$164,400 $2,000.00 $0.00 $2,000.00

Transfer out 

to ICS Acct.

-$4,842.25 $4,842.25 $0.00

Interest 

earned 

1/31/2021

$10.62 $21.33 $31.95

ENDING 

BALANCE  

1/31/2021

$250,010.62 $375,824.58 $625,835.20

1 YEAR CD 

Account 814

matures 3/2/21

BEGIN 

1/1/2021

$78,991.36

Interest 

earned 

1/31/2021

1.80 APY $119.78

ENDING 

BALANCE  

1/31/2021

$79,111.14

Respectfully submitted  2/9/21

 



Borough of Newtown 

Est. 1824 
February 9, 2021 

 

Borough of Newtown Financial Highlights - June 1, 2017 thru June 30, 2020 

 

2019 thru June 30, 2020 based on a budget expenditure of $228,330.00 

Borough net position decreased $52,219.00  (7.6%) 

Property tax revenues:   $161,114.00 

Building/zoning fees collected:   $4,702.00  (anticipated $20,000.00) 

Total cost of Borough operations:   $222,393.00 

 

2018 thru June 30, 2019 based on a budget expenditure of $229,330.00 

Borough net position increased $92,952  (15.6%) 

Property tax revenues:   $230,123.00 

Building/zoning fees collected:   $47,784.00 

Total cost of Borough operations:   $187,413.00 

 

2017 thru June 30 2018 based on a budget expenditure of $190,184.00 

Borough net position increased by $90,759.00  (17.95) 

Property tax revenues:   $188,709.00 

Building/zoning fees collected:   $104,377.00 

Total cost of operations:   $204,033.00 

 

 

 

 



Borough of Newtown                                                        -2-                  ____________            February 9, 2021 

Noteworthy facts for 2019 thru 2020 budget 

 Fire Hydrants actual expense was $70,949.28 - 31% of the total budget and 11% over the 
budgeted line item of $64,000.00 

 Street lights actual expense was $31,084.34 - 14% of the total budget and 92% of the budgeted 
line item of $33,500.00  

 Legal fee actual expense was $19,603.00 - 9% of the total budget and 98% of the budget line 
item of $20,000.00 

The budget for the 2020- 21 year is $225,520.00 

General Fund & Special Reserve 

The balance in the general fund as of February 9, 2021, is $625,835.20 and the special reserve balance is 

$79,111.14, for a total of $704,946.34 

Our recently adopted Fund Balance Policy allows for: 

$300,000.00 1.5 % of our annual operating budget 

$40,000.00 designated for legal fees 

$150,000.00 designated for sidewalk installation  

$30,000.00 designated for tree maintenance 

$15,000.00 designated for historic district 

Total amount assigned:   $535,000.00 

Monies unassigned at this time total       $169,946.40 

Noteworthy to our discussion on the future budget  

 As of this month legal fees for this year are $273.00 or 2% of budgeted line item. 

 At our December meeting, $35,052.00 was deposited from Building and Zoning fee’s related to 
the Enclave project.  February 2021, $2,842.00 was deposited associated with Building and 
Zoning fee’s. 

 The board had budgeted $35,000 for the entire year. 
Line items that may be subject to discussion and possibly decrease: 

Soldiers and Sailors monument   $7,500.00 

Sidewalks become sidewalk maintenance $5,000.00 

Tree and tree maintenance   $2,500.00 

Legal fees     $5,000.00    

Election (no elections 2021-2022)  $3,000.00 

 

Prepared and submitted by Jay Maher, Warden 



 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


