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CONSERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

Regular Meeting of February 13, 2017 at 7:00 pm 

Meeting Room #3, Municipal Center, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown, CT 
 

These Minutes are Subject to Approval by the Conservation Commission 
 

 
Present:  Jim Ryan, Cindy Joyce, Karlyn Sturmer, Holly Kocet, Mark Boland (departed at 7:27 
pm), Chris Smith  
 
Also Present:  Mary Wilson, High Meadow Study Group 
 
Absent:  Tom Philbrick 

 
Staff:  Robert Sibley, Deputy Director of Planning & Land Use, Dawn Fried, Clerk 
 
Mr. Ryan opened the meeting at 7:01 pm. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES for January 24, 2017 
 

Ms. Sturmer moved to approve the minutes from January 24, 2017.  Ms. Joyce  seconded.  All 
in favor.  Mr. Ryan abstained.  The minutes from January 24, 2017 were approved.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Mr. Ryan presented an email given to him by Robert Sibley, Deputy Director of Planning.  The 
email came from a resident, Susan Genua, 6 Meadow Brook Road, regarding an overgrown 
area of brush adjacent to her house which is on town Open Space.  Ms. Genua would like the 
area cleaned up and is trying to determine whose responsibility it is since the overgrowth creeps 
on to her property.  The Commission discussed marking the area with signage and going out in 
late spring to walk the property.  Mr. Ryan will reach out to Ms. Genua. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 

 
High Meadow Management Proposal 
 

Mary Wilson presented the final proposal for the High Meadow project.  Ms. Wilson gave an 
overview of the plan and pointed out some revisions.  The “Management Recommendations” 
section was revised to include the mowing and seeding of Site A, Site B and the Balance of the 
Meadow.  Ms. Wilson described the recommended grasses and their advantages which are 
clumping, a deeper root system, requiring less mowing and increasing wildlife diversity. 
 
The Commission had a lengthy discussion on prospective consultants and the available funds 
for the Quantification Study on Site A.  The Commission discussed a quote Mr. Philbrick 
received from a professional consultant.  Other suggested consultants were students and 
teachers, Master Gardeners and other meadow experts.   The Commission will continue the 
conversation at the next CC meeting. 
 
Ms. Sturmer made a motion to accept the High Meadow Management Plan.  Ms. Kocet so 
moved.  A discussion ensued.  Mr. Ryan suggested waiting for Mr. Philbrick’s input but Ms. 
Sturmer stated it was time for the Commission to embrace the plan and move forward.  Ms. 
Joyce seconded.  Ms. Sturmer, Ms. Joyce, Mr. Ryan and Ms. Kocet all in favor.  Mr. Smith 
denied. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 
Parks and Rec – Ms. Sturmer noted that the Mad Dash was mentioned in the Parks and Rec 

minutes and that this event could have a negative impact to the High Meadow and should be 
addressed. 
 
Sandy Hook Permanent Memorial Committee – Mr. Ryan stated the SHPMC is continuing 

work at SAC field. 
 
Planning and Zoning– Ms. Joyce made mention of a Monroe referral that is being handled by 

George Benson. 
 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
Web Page 

Ms. Joyce projected the web page on the wall and the Commission had a lengthy discussion on 
its progress.  During the past two weeks the Commissioners emailed their comments and 
corrections to Ms. Sturmer and Ms. Joyce.  Ms. Sturmer and Ms. Joyce have been updating the 
web site.  Everyone agreed it looked great and should go live.  Ms. Joyce suggested inviting 
Julia Nable, a web page consultant, to the next CC meeting.   
 
Stone Bridge Update 

Don Moon Logging is approximately 50% complete.  The weather has been a factor and at 
times making the driveway unpassable.   
 
Earth Day – April 22, 2107 

Mr. Smith will register the Conservation Committee.  He will also set up a conference call with 
the Commissioners to organize the day.  Mr. Ryan offered to do the printing.   
 
 
TRACKING TOPICS 
 
Parks and Rec Meeting with Ms. Mangold 

Ms. Sturmer would like to discuss the approval process with Ms. Mangold in regards to the 
recreational uses at High and East Meadow.  Ms. Sturmer referred back to a document titled 
“High and East Meadows Open Space, Dated 7/28/15” (attached).  Mr. Ryan will set up a 
meeting with Ms. Sturmer and Ms. Mangold. 
 
Kiosks 

Mr. Sibley will be putting up new signs at each kiosk.   
 
Native Plant Policy 

Ms. Sturmer presented a draft document titled “Newtown Conservation Commission Proposed 
Policy Governing Use of Native Plants on Town-Owned Properties”.  The purpose of this 
document is for the Town of Newtown to commit to the use of native plants on all town-owned 
properties.  Ms. Sturmer would like to start the approval process in order for the town to adopt 
the policy.  Ms. Sturmer would like to meet with First Selectman, Pat Llodra, and request to 
have the document presented to the Legislative Council. 
 
Ms. Kocet moved to accept the document titled “Newtown Conservation Commission Proposed 
Policy Governing Use of Native Plants on Town-Owned Properties” and moved to present the 
document to the First Selectman’s office for review.  Ms. Joyce seconded.  All in favor. 



3 

 

 
 
Adjournment 

 
Mr. Smith motioned to adjourn the CC meeting.  Ms. Joyce seconded.  All in favor.  Meeting 
adjourned at 8:50 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Dawn Fried, Clerk 
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