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TOWN OF NEWTOWN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING 
APRIL 18, 2018 

NEWTOWN MUNICIPAL CENTER, NEWTOWN, CT 
 

PRESENT: Chris Smith (via phone), Jordana Bloom, Robert Pickard, Judit DeStefano, Ryan Knapp,  
Dan Wiedemann, Paul Lundquist, Phil Carroll, Kelley Johnson, Jay Mattegat, Dan Honan. 
 
ABSENT: Chris Eide. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: First Selectman Dan Rosenthal, Finance Director Bob Tait, Selectman Maureen Crick 
Owen, Kathleen Quinn, Chair, Sustainable Energy Commission, Lynn Hungaski, 1 press.  
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Lundquist called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:31 pm. 
 
VOTER COMMENT: None. 
 
MINUTES: MR. CARROLL MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 4, 2018 
MEETING. SECOND BY MR. WIEDEMANN. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION PASSES. (11-0) Ms. 
Johnson noted a correction to the minutes - Mr. Smith attended via phone not Mr. Pickard, Mr. Pickard 
was present. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: None. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: Mr. Lundquist noted that the committees are in resting position until the 
budget passes. 
 
FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT: Mr. Rosenthal said the Board of Selectmen met on Monday, largest 
item on the agenda was the Community Center, finished value engineering, which the Board of Selectmen 
voted on Monday, the challenge was to build contingency, challenged Caldwell Walsh & Public Building 
and Site to extract value in a few different areas resulting in $250,000 hard cost contingency plus approx. 
$150,000 in contingency that Caldwell Walsh built in. There are items not in the budget right now, for 
example, the patio was in an alternate bid package, the plan will be that as contingency becomes 
available, use will be decided upon. Mr. Rosenthal will reach out to the Community Center and Senior 
Center design advisory groups to help prioritize what can go in and have been able to reach this budget 
without taking away from the integrity of the project and meet public expectations.  They will be 
extending an offer to a Community Center director soon. There will be an information session on the 
budget this Saturday, Legislative Council is invited. Mr. Mattegat asked about the HVAC system being a 
large part of the overage. Mr. Rosenthal explained a couple areas of value including a more simplified, 
effective HVAC system said some of the glasswork in the building. Ms. Johnson asked about internal 
furnishings, Mr. Rosenthal said that the combined budget (Community Center and Senior Center) was 
around $370,000 and had asked the architects to get it down, which came to about $200,000. Ms. Johnson 
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asked about furnishings in the pool area including those needed to guard safety, Mr. Rosenthal said all are 
included.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Plastic Bag Reduction Ordinance (Attached) 
Ms. Quinn, Chair of the Newtown Sustainable Energy Commission and Ms. Hungaski, who has 
lived in Newtown 20 years, reviewed the plastic bag reduction ordinance which follows in the 
footsteps of ordinances presented in other communities, such as Westport that has had a plastic bag 
ban since 2008, Greenwich just passed one a couple of weeks ago, Stamford is also rolling out an 
ordinance.  Ms. Hungaski, who wrote the resolution primarily, described the proposed ordinance 
which components include a ban of plastic bags in stores that are above 1,500 ft., a .10 charge for 
paper bags, with .07 to the town and .03 to the stores until paper bags are also phased out so that 
customers are using reusable bags.  There will be a planned grace period so stores and customers can 
get accustomed to the plastic bag ban. Ms. DeStefano asked how close this ordinance is to other 
towns, Ms. Hungaski explained there are some differences such as thickness limit of plastic bag, 
limit of plastic bags in all stores. Mr. Knapp asked for explanation of why plastic bags are so 
problematic, Ms. Hungaski explained that plastic bags do not break down completely, they break 
down to little pieces, trash is burned that contains plastic, gets into the air, can leach into food 
system. Ms. Quinn added that plastic is a petroleum based product relying on fossil fuels. Ms. 
Hungaski will look into research of impact of those towns with ordinances. There may be a local 
contest to design a reusable bag for Newtown. Mr. Lundquist said that details and research can be 
looked at by the Ordinance Committee, including public participation. Mr. Rosenthal acknowledged 
the work of intern John Board. 
MR. WIEDEMANN MOVED TO REFER NEW PLASTIC BAG REDUCTION ORDINANCE TO 
THE ORDINANCE COMMITTEE FOR REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL 
COUNCIL. SECOND BY MS. BLOOM. Mr. Carroll mentioned the enzyme problem and 
advancements in the breakdown of plastics and concern of additional costs to resident tax payers. 
Mr. Mattegat stated a concern of overstepping bounds, deciding how people should recycle, taxation 
without representation. Ms. Bloom said plastic bags are a scourge, stuck in trees, a litter eyesore. 
MOTION PASSES 10-1. (Mr. Mattegat) 
 
Discrepancy between Charter Revision Commission intent and State Statutes regarding BOE 
composition   
Mr. Lundquist said made aware of in the last election season, received correspondence from Deb 
Zukowski, having sent the budget to referendum, it may be discussed further in Ordinance.  
MR. WIEDEMANN MOVED TO REFER THE ISSUE OF DISCREPANCY BETWEEN THE 
CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION INTENT AND THE APPICABLE STATE STATUTE 
REGARDING BOARD OF EDUCATION CANDIDATE COMPOSITION TO THE ORDINANCE 
COMMITTEE FOR REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL COUNCIL. SECOND 
BY MR. CARROLL. Mr. Wiedemann said as former member of the Charter Revision Commission 
the full intent was to let the voters speak, an open forum, competition, area fully agreed upon, run as 
many candidates that want to run and let the voters decide. Mr. Lundquist said there was language 
referencing Connecticut general statutes that was presumably mistakenly removed from that new 
charter revision and that would have allowed, in this case, up to 3 candidates from a single party to 
run for the 4 open seats but upon removal of that language it actually deferred back to a different 
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statute that said no more than 2 could be running in this particular case. 9-204(a) vs  9-204a. Mr. 
Lundquist said that this is in an effort to correct this state statute reference which may be done in an 
ordinance action and if it cannot be done that way then possibly it can be taken up by a new charter 
revision commission. Ms. DeStefano asked if it needs to be reviewed by legal prior to going to the 
ordinance committee. Mr. Lundquist said legal will be consulted as being reviewed by the ordinance 
committee as it is being figured out.  ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION PASSES. (11-0) 
 
Transfer: $55,000 from Contingency to Professional Services – Legal (Attached) 
MR. WIEDEMANN MOVED TO TRANSFER $55,000 FROM CONTINGENCY TO 
PROFESSION SERVICES LEGAL. SECOND BY MS. DESTEFANO. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION 
PASSES. (11-0)  
 
Transfer: $61,446 from Contingency to Sand ($6,584), Salt ($27,050), Salaries & Wages-
Overtime ($27,812) (Attached) 
MR. WIEDEMANN MOVED TO TRANSFER $61,466 FROM CONTINGENCY TO SAND 
($6,584), SALT ($27,050), SALARIES & WAGES-OVERTIME ($27,812). SECOND BY MR. 
CARROLL. MR. WIEDEMANN MOVED TO AMEND TO CORRECT THE AMOUNT OF THE 
TRANSFER TO $61,446. SECOND BY MR. CARROLL. ALL IN FAVOR TO AMEND. (11-0) 
MOTION TO TRANSFER $61,446 FROM CONTINGENCY TO SAND ($6,584), SALT 
($27,050), SALARIES & WAGES-OVERTIME ($27,812). ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION PASSES. 
(11-0) 
 
VOTER COMMENT: None. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  April 22 there is a stream cleanup 9-12 meet by PJ’s Laundromat. April 24 
public referendum, encourage voters to come out and vote. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
June Sgobbo 
Clerk 
 
Attachments: Plastic Bag Ordinance, Sustainable Energy Commission disc of Plastic Bag Ordinance, 
Transfers. 
 
These are draft minutes and as such are subject to correction by the Legislative Council at the next 
regular meeting.  All corrections will be determined in minutes of the meeting at which they were 
corrected.  

 



 

Plastic Bag Reduction Ordinance 
 

Part II: General Ordinances - Health 
 

Chapter XXX: Reusable Checkout Bag Initiative 
 
 Section 1: Purpose:  
 
The purpose of this ordinance is to improve the environment in Newtown and the health, safety, and welfare 
of its residents by reducing the use of plastic and paper bags and encouraging the use of reusable carryout bags. 
Retail establishments are encouraged to make reusable carryout bags available for sale and the establishment of 
the Newtown Environmental Fund (NEF). 
 
Section 2: Definitions: 
 

➢ “Checkout bag” means a carryout bag that is provided to a customer at the point of sale. 
➢ “Retail sales establishment” is any retail store that satisfies at least one of the following requirements: 

(A) a retail space of 1,500 square feet or larger or at least two (2) locations under the same name with 
the Town of Newtown that totals 1,500 square feet or more; or (b) retail pharmacy with at least two 
(2) locations under the same ownership within the Town of Newtown; or (c) a full-line self-service 
supermarket which sells a line of dry grocery, canned goods, or nonfood items and perishable items. 

➢ “Recyclable paper bag” means a paper bag that should have the following characterizes: 
o (1) One-hundred (100) percent recyclable overall and contains a minimum of forty (40) 

percent post-consumer recycled content; and 
o (2) Displays the word  “reusable” and “recyclable” on the outside of the bag. 

➢ “Reusable bag” means a bag with handles that is specifically designed and manufactured for multiple 
reuse and is made of cloth or other fabric.. 

 
Section 3: Restriction on Checkout Bags 
 

A. Any retail sales establishment engaged in retail sale shall provide to customers: 
a. Reusable bags; and/or, 
b. Recyclable paper bags 

i. Each paper bag shall be assessed a ten-cent (10 ¢) user fee 
ii. The Town of Newtown shall keep seven-cents (7¢) and the retail sales 

establishment who sold the paper bag shall keep three-cents (3¢). 
B. Any retail sales established is prohibited from distributing plastic bags. 
C. Nothing in this section shall preclude any establishment from making reusable checkout bags 

available for sale to customers or utilize recyclable paper bags as defined previously.   
D. Any customer who can provide evidence of being on a government assistance program is herby 

exempt from any user-fees. 
 
Section 4: Newtown Environmental Fund  
 

A. There will be a Newtown Environment Fund (NEF) established. The Legislative Council and Board 
of Selectmen shall have joint control of the NEF. 

B. Any revenue raised by user-fees from recyclable paper bags shall be deposited into the NEF. 
C. Any appropriation of funds from the NEF, shall be solely for environmental sustainability and/or 

infrastructure purposes, and must attain a two-thirds (⅔) favorable recommendation of both the 
Legislative Council and Board of Selectmen. 

D. The Legislative Council and Board of Selectmen may obtain a recommendation from the 
Conservation Commission and/or the Economic Development Commission on how to appropriate 
NEF funds.  
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Section 5: Operative Date. 
 

This ordinance shall become operative nine (9) months following its effective date to allow retail 
establishments to dispose of their existing inventory of non-compliant checkout bags and convert to alternative 
packaging materials.  
 
 
Section 6: Enforcement: 
 

A. This ordinance shall be implemented, administered and enforced by the Newtown Town                       
Health Department or any other Town department or division designated by the First                         
Selectman. 

B. Upon being made aware of a potential violation of this ordinance, the Newtown Town                           
Health Department or other designee shall investigate and determine whether a violation                       
has occurred. 

C. If the investigation confirms that a violation has occurred, then the Newtown Town                         
Health Department or other designee shall give written notice to the owner of the                           
property, the owner's agent, or the person performing such violation that the violation is                           
occurring and must stop. 

D. Such notice shall be in writing and may be served upon a person to whom it is directed,                                   
either by delivering it personally to him or her or by posting same upon a conspicuous                               
portion of the property and sending a copy of same by certified mail to the person to                                 
whom the notice is directed. 

E. The owner, the owner's agent, or the person performing the violation is responsible for                           
confirming, in writing, that the violation has ceased to the Newtown Town Health                         
Department or other designee within fourteen (14) days of receipt of the notice. 

F. A second violation after the fourteen-day response period of the first violation and                         
within one year of the receipt of the confirmation that the violation had ceased shall                             
incur a penalty of one hundred dollars ($100). 

G. A third violation within one year of the second and any subsequent violations shall incur                             
a penalty of five hundred dollars ($500). 

H. Each occurrence of a violation after the first, and each day that such violation continues,                             
shall constitute a separate violation and may be cited as such. 

I. If the Town of Newtown collects no monetary penalty within a thirty (30) day period,                             
after such penalty shall be issue, there shall be a twenty-five ($25.00) a day fine for                               
noncompliance every thirty (30) days, until such penalty is paid. 

 
 
Section 7: Non-Compliance  
 
In the event that compliance with the effective date of this ordinance is not feasible for a retail service 
establishment because of either unavailability of alternative checkout bags or economic hardship, the First 
Selectman may grant a waiver of not more than six (6) months upon application of the owner or owner’s 
representative. The waiver may be extended for one (1) additional six-month period upon showing of continue 
infeasibility as set forth above.  
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