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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

 
 

TOWN OF NEWTOWN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING 
NEWTOWN MUNICIPAL CENTER, NEWTOWN, CT 

DECEMBER 19, 2018 
MINUTES 

 
 
PRESENT: Chris Eide, Chris Smith, Jordana Bloom, Robert Pickard, Judit DeStefano, Ryan Knapp,         
Dan Wiedemann, Paul Lundquist, Phil Carroll, Kelley Johnson, Jay Mattegat, Dan Honan.  
 
ALSO PRESENT: First Selectman Dan Rosenthal, Finance Director Bob Tait, Selectman Maureen Crick 
Owen, Selectman Jeff Capeci, Representative Mitch Bolinsky, Senator Tony Hwang, Superintendent Dr. Lori 
Rodrigue, School Finance Director Ron Bienkowski, School Facilities Director Gino Faiella, Board of Ed 
Michelle Embree Ku, Debbie Leidlein, Andy Clure, Board of Finance Mark Boland, Steve Hinden, Ned 
Simpson, James Gaston, Parks and Rec Commission Ed Marks, 2 press, 2 public. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Lundquist called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:30 pm. 
 
VOTER COMMENT: None. 
 
MINUTES: MR. WIEDEMANN MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 5, 2018 
REGULAR MEETING. SECOND BY MR. EIDE. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION PASSES. (12-0)  
 
COMMUNICATIONS: Mr. Lundquist shared comments on fracking ordinance from the Pootatuck 
Watershed Association. (ATTACHED) 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: Mr. Knapp said ordinance committee is working on individual items separately, 
committee will be meeting soon. 
 
FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT: Mr. Rosenthal said the BOS ratified the Department of Public Works 
contract and will share it with Council. The 401A in for all new hires, 4-year health contract, hsa option, move 
the crew chief positions out of public works union to gain efficiency, management, and accountability, better 
to be in a separate bargaining unit.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Open Budget Planning Discussion Relating to 2019-2020 Operating Budget with BOE, BOS, BOF 
Mr. Lundquist began with the discussion on open budget planning. High level discussion, pre-budget budget 
discussion, early discussion, hear external or emerging factors from state representatives. Mr. Bolinsky 
thanked Council for being here, budget discussions are underway at the state capital, the governor has not yet 
been sworn in, so budget information is speculative at this point. Mr. Hwang advised a word of caution and 
does not support a redistribution of teacher pensions. Education is a priority and every town deserves quality 
education.  
Mr. Lundquist asked for questions or comments. Mr. Knapp referred to 2 years ago, budget period, Newtown 
will need to pass the budget in April, though not knowing what the state budget will be, he asked about the 
budget timeline. Mr. Bolinsky said there will be an opportunity to testify, see budget books in February, will 
work together to represent Newtown’s best interest.  
Mr. Lundquist said to be tuned into budget drivers and important for boards to take that into consideration, 
don’t presume the worst but be ready to react and adjust to the news. 
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Mr. Rosenthal said tomorrow is the first of department head meetings, talked about an IT plan, senior center 
component, shared services, community center is looking to hire a program coordinator.  
Mr. Lundquist advised to look at budget items that are typical plus expectations, what is new for next year, 
community center and shared services.  
Mr. Simpson has a concern about senior center and community center expenses, fees, space rental. Mr. 
Lundquist said there needs to be coordination with entities involved.  
Dr. Rodrigue, Ms. Embree Ku, and Mr. Bienkowski reviewed Board of Ed Long Term Influences: Strategic 
Plan. (ATTACHED) Dr. Rodrique discussed class size and specialized needs of students, passed a class size 
policy in the district, looking at class size differently. Elementary schools enrollment is increasing sooner than 
expected, overall enrollment in the district has declined. Mr. Knapp commented about the number of 
administrators in the district relative to enrollment. Dr. Rodrigue pointed out requirements for special services 
needs. 
Ms. Johnson stated the importance of measureable outcomes, move in a direction of analytics. Also 
commenting on the chain of custody relating to responsibility from the time of bus pickup through drop off. 
Ms. DeStefano said role of administrators has changed over the years and administrators can have a big 
impact on students, citing an example of a positive experience between student and administrator at the Reed 
School.  
Mr. Knapp asked about ductless, pricing, need for clarity. Mr. Wiedemann asked for any economy of scale in 
doing field projects together. Mr. Tait said regarding debt service and plan, ratings agencies would not look 
negatively. Mr. Knapp expressed concern about the total estimated debt service numbers. Manage budget, 
from a strategic standpoint, may want to consider in future years. Mr. Knapp said bonding for roads is back, 
know it’s a priority, also increasing in budget. Mr. Rosenthal looked at historical road funding. (ATTACHED) 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
2019-2020 to 2023-2024 CIP 
MR. KNAPP MOVED TO AMEND THE CIP TO MOVE THE SANDY HOOK PERMANENT 
MEMORIAL IN YEAR ONE AND YEAR TWO FORWARD A YEAR TO YEAR TWO AND YEAR 
THREE. SECOND BY MR. CARROLL. Mr. Rosenthal said it is more realistic to put on the November ballot 
and start in 2020, funding, commitment, and plans are in place to move forward, an adjustment in timeline 
will be beneficial. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION PASSES. (12-0) 
 
Neglected Cemetery Account Grant Program Certified Resolution 
MR. WIEDEMANN MOVED TO APPROVE A RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT THE $2,500 NEGLECTED 
CEMETERY GRANT AND FURTHER MOVED TO WAIVE THE READING OF THE FULL 
RESOLUTION. SECOND BY MR. EIDE. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION PASSES. (12-0) (ATTACHED) 
 

VOTER COMMENT: Ed Marks, Parks and Rec, commented about decisions and disappointment in level of 
funding approved for Parks and Rec items. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: None. 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 10:49 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
June Sgobbo, Clerk 
Attachments: Pootatuck Watershed Association communication, CIP Legislative Council questions & 
responses, BOS Budget, BOE Long Term Influences: Strategic Plan, Neglected Cemetery Account Grant 
Program Resolution and Impact Statement.  
 

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
AT THE NEXT MEETING. 



Fracking waste comments to LC 12‐5‐18 
 

TO: Newtown Legislative Council            December 5, 2018 

FROM: Pootatuck Watershed Association 

RE: Public Hearing on Proposed Fracking Waste Ordinance 

As the Council considers the proposed Fracking Waste ordinance the Pootatuck Watershed Association 

(PWA) would like the Council to consider some of the longer‐term changes occurring in Newtown’s 

streams.  

The Mission of the Pootatuck Watershed Association is to: 

 Protect and preserve the Pootatuck River, its drainage basin and its underlying aquifer 
(collectively, the “watershed”), as a recreational resource and as a source of safe, clean drinking 
water for the benefit of the people of Newtown, Connecticut, now and for generations to come; 

 Promote the reasonable and prudent use and consumption of water from the Watershed to 
assure its availability for future generations; 

 Protect, preserve and enhance the environmental health of land in the Watershed so as to 
safeguard the water supply and provide suitable habitat for wild flora, fauna and aquatic life; 

 Encourage and promote land use and development plans and practices in the Watershed and 
adjacent areas which will further the foregoing goals; Conduct research and collect data and 
information regarding the Watershed and its components; 

 Educate the public, especially students, regarding the Watershed, its importance and value, its 
state, capacity and condition, and relevant threats, risks and opportunities. 

 

For the last 12 years the PWA in cooperation with the Town of Newtown has been conducting a twice 

per year monitoring program on several Newtown’s waterways. One of the parameters analyzed is 

conductivity, a measure of waters ability to conduct electricity and closely correlated with the chloride 

ion concentration in water.  Chloride is a major component of the materials used in treating roads 

during the winter.  

The chart below shows results of monitoring at 2 locations on Pond Brook, PB1 which is the outlet from 

Taunton Lake and PB2 which is downstream from runoff from Interstate 84. Over the past 12 years the 

conductivity downstream of the I‐84 area shows significant increases over time. This is likely as a result 

of chemicals used for winter road treatments. Similar results are seen for Tom Brook, a perennial stream 

which drains the I‐84 area near Edmund Road and flows into the Pootatuck at the end of Commerce 

Road.  

Drinking water in Newtown is supplied from underground sources including the Pootatuck aquifer. 

Stream surface water and our ground water supply aquifers are connected.  It is important to protect 

both for quality of life in our Town. 

One of the possible uses for fracking wastes is as a road treatment alternative. As shown by the 

sampling program, materials placed on the roadways can have significant and continuing impacts on 

stream water quality. Given that many of the materials contained in fracking waste are not known or 

their environmental impacts are not well understood, prohibiting their use is a prudent course of action. 

For questions or additional information, contact PWA Vice President Joe Hovious, 3 Leopard Drive, 

Sandy Hook, at 203‐470‐2952. 
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CERTIFIED RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, the State of Connecticut Office of Policy and Management has the capacity 
to extend financial assistance for this Neglected Cemetery Account Grant Program under 
Section 19a-308b of the Connecticut General Statutes (CGS); and 
 
WHEREAS, it is desirable and in the public interest that the Town of Newtown enter into 
an agreement with the State of Connecticut for a $2,500 grant for the Sandy Hook 
Cemetery cleanup project; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town of Newtown Legislative Council: 
 

1. That is cognizant of the conditions and prerequisites for the State Assistance 
imposed by C.G.S. 19a-308b. 

 
2. That the acceptance of State financial assistance by The Town of Newtown in an 

amount not to exceed $2,500 is hereby approved and that Daniel C. Rosenthal, 
First Selectman is directed to execute an agreement with the Connecticut Office 
of Policy and Management, to provide such additional information, to execute 
such other documents as may be required, to execute any amendments, decisions 
and revisions thereto, and to act as the authorized representative of the Town of 
Newtown, Connecticut. 

 
 
______________________________ 
Paul J. Lundquist, Chair, Legislative Council 
 
 
Certified a true copy of a resolution duly adopted by the Town of Newtown, Connecticut 
at a meeting of its Legislative Council on October 17, 2018 and which has not been 
rescinded or modified in any way. 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Date       Debbie A. Halstead, Town Clerk 
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