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Minutes of the Legislative Ordinance Committee Meeting

The Ordinance Committee met on Thursday July 22nd, 2021 in the Alexandria Room of the Edmond Town Hall. Mr. Knapp called the
meeting to order at 7:35PM.

Present: Ms. Bloom, Mr. Smith, Mr. Knapp, Ms. Reiss, Mr. Lundquist and approximately 20 members of the public.

Absent: Ms. DeStefano, Mr. Eide

Minutes:
Ms. Reiss moved to approve the minutes of June 16th, 2021, Ms. Bloom seconded.  All in favor (4-0)

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Kelly Goodridge, 8 Mt. Pleasant Terrace, presented a petition of Newtown residents opposed to any action restricting firearms rights.

Andy Cabe, Brookfield, feels as a state permit holder the proposed action would be an attempt to override state statute. He noted
that all who carry must have a state issued permit to do so, passing background checks, safety training, etc.  He could find no
evidence of complaints or incidents online. Noted that this would impact people from other towns who come to Newtown and there
may be a preemption issue.

Jim Henny, Stamford CT, is recently permitted and worries about slow erosion of rights. He wants to be safe and compliant, but it is
difficult with layers of varying rules and regulations. He worries about unintended consequences and feels this is only going after law
abiding citizens.

Susan Sullivan, 5 Franklin Court, introduced herself as a permit holder.  She said there are low instances of gun violence in town
compared with some cities, as most Newtown’ers are safe legal gun owners.  She sees a firearm as being for her protection and does
not want her ability to protect her family further restricted.

David Landau, 13 Wiley Lane, said he and members of his family are permit holders and opposes any new ordinance further
restricting beyond what is allowed by statute.

Danielle Grezan, said it is not easy to get a permit to carry in CT, and with violent crime on the rise feels it is important to be able to
protect her daughters.  As a taxpayer, she worries about the cost of a challenge and that any money would be better spent on
schools and roads.

Steve Lanuad, 8 Walnut Tree, is a state issued permit to carry holder and is opposed to any new ordinances.

David Schandley, 10 Fairchild Dr, introduced himself as a Newtown lifer and worries that restricting open carry leads to restrictions on
all carry, as was the original request.  He understands people want to feel safe, but sees this as only impacting the law abiding
residents. He also does not know if such an ordinance would stand in court.

Andy Buzzi, 38 Obtuse Rd, feels that, based on what he has heard, a ban on open carry is based on concerns from people who
thought firearms were present without actually seeing them. Said attempting to regulate thoughts and emotions rather than tangible
issues.

Tiffany Hawley, 27 Swamp Rd, opposes the odriance.
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Tom DePalo, Sandy Hook, does not open carry but feels we should not restrict people's rights to do so, nor prioritize one groups
desire to feel safe over anothers.

Alex Villiamil, 11 Antler Pine Rd, said he believes the history of Newtown warrants consideration of thoughts and emotions.  Said that
banning open carry does not restrict people’s rights, only how they exercise them.  He told the story of losing a family member to
gun violence and how seeing guns forces people to relive moments they do not want to. He supports the ordinance.

Kristin Risigno, 28 The Boulevard, supports the ordinance. She feels it is narrowly drawn for an important purpose.  As an attorney,
she would support the defense of legal challenges pro bono.

Eric Paradis, said that as a military veteran, they did not open carry on base because they knew better. He said the state prohibits
open carry in all state buildings, and wants to see that same standard applied locally.

Holly Sullivan, Southbury, spoke as the daughter of a Newtown resident and president of CCDL, a group of lawful permitted gun
owners who she said are not the problem.  She is concerned, especially about handicapped gun owners who are limited in how they
can carry and access a firearm.  Women are the fastest growing group of gun owners in the state as well. The groups of people often
have difficulties carrying concealed and are often the most vulnerable.  This would have the effect of disarming people, the
handicapped and women, who come into Newtown, and not just Newtown residents, but any CT resident who may come into town.
She said that criminals break laws every day where felony charges are not a deterrent.

Old Business

Consideration of an ordinance prohibiting the open carry of firearms

Mr. Knapp reviewed the process and that the charge of the committee was to do research, which he feels we should do before
getting too deep into any deliberations. Consider first “can we” before “should we.” He asked Ms. Bloom for an update on any
research.
Ms. Bloom reported she has done some research and has worked on an outline of things to look into such as laws, rulings like a
recent one from the 9th circuit court, and understand how this impacts the community, businesses, and people, noting it is in the
early stages.
Mr. Smith reiterated that this needs to stay within the charge of open carry on Newtown property. He cited a study of open carry
and its impact on crime, juxtaposing California and Texas, but questions how one can quantify intimidation. He feels the needs of
handicapped individuals must be a consideration. He referenced the memo from the Town Attorney and noted ordinances on file in
Farmington and Meriden. Newtown’s ordinance currently only restricts discharge on town property. He said there is a societal cost
to this, such as the costs of having the police at demonstrations and responding to calls of those concerned about someone
potentially open carrying.
Ms. Bloom said that if the scope is limited to open carry, does not believe there is a concern legally. Believes we should and should
not over complicate it.
Ms. Reiss said this is a politically divisive issue, and believes the council should exhibit restraint when considering restrictions on any
one’s rights, or anytime the word “ban” comes up. She asked is the issue intimidation or crime? She has never seen anyone open
carry in 32 years in town. She questioned if it is legally necessary and feasible to enforce. She feels we need to clearly define items
like “open carry,” “firearm,” “town property” and “intimidation.” She questioned if there are no other solutions to the issue once we
define it.  The magnitude of the issue should be weighed against the action taken.
Mr. Smith said that Meriden and Farmington have total prohibitions, and that intimidation arrests often are dismissed in court. He is
concerned about instances but there is not much information. As for studies he said that the heightened profile of our community
attracts issues.
Ms. Reiss noted this impacts people from outside Newtown, hence state statutes, and asked if the town would post signs to let them
know.
Mr. Knapp feels the group should start with a purpose statement to really clarify what this is really trying to accomplish.
Mr. Smith will speak with the Chief of Police and work on it.
Mr. Knapp agreed definitions are important and does not want to leave grey areas for the officers to have to figure out, such as what
constitutes open carry vs an incidental observation if someone bends over and their jacket comes up. What is town owned property
and what is not?
Ms. Bloom will look into how other states have addressed these issues.
Ms. Reiss would also like to understand brandishing vs open carry. She clarified that an outcome of the committee’s work could be no
ordinance.
Mr. Lundquiest spoke to the importance of developing a purpose statement.
Ms. Reiss read from the state constitution and feels her role as an elected official is to secure liberties.
Mr.  Smith feels safety is also a responsibility.
Ms. Reiss agreed, should the group find a safety concern.



Ms. Bloom said she feels this can and should be aspirational and the group should do better to make people feel safe.
Mr. Lundquest feels that a local ordinance is different than aspirational state and federal laws. There are limits to ordinances. He
also suggested there could be a fine schedule which may or may not include a warning for the first instance.
Mr. Smith will work on the purpose statement, can and should, and data.
Mr. Knapp said the group should also work on definitions and exemptions. They should understand the permitting process as well
and the work done by otherwise compliant people the ordinance would be regulating.

Voter Comment:

Mark Barden pointed out that Newtown is different from other communities.

Alex Viamill said that carrying is intimidating and not to discount it. He said he is not asking people not to carry, only not to show it.
It may be an inconvenience but other people have to live with it.

Tom DePolo noted that people open carry for a reason.

Andy Buzzi expressed his thanks for the consideration and asked the group to consider the petition and signatures from residents.
He asked that any studies cited be shared with the public. On CT laws he said it is different from other states and national laws
because CT has preemption.  Newtown does not have the same authority as New Mexico or Connecticut.

Andy Cabe questioned the costs of enforcement. He said firearms are a deterrent to crime. He said Newtown is at the focus of
national issues that groups raise millions of dollars on. He does not envy the committee and warned to consider the motives of
those who offer free services.

Michelle Buzzi, 38 Obtuse Rd, pointed out that the Newtown Action Alliance requested much more, hence the concern of this
growing incrementally.  She understands triggers and noted that we are all one community.

Danielle Grezan spoke to why she as a woman and mother would want to open carry, seeing it as a deterrent amidst rising crime.

Holly Sullivan worries about the stigma of someone being asked to leave a public space like a park, that it is unwelcoming. Women
are impacted by concealed carry options because of body type and clothing. She reiterated that this ordinance is impacting our
neighbors. She asked what other rights are restricted based on how someone exercises that right? Perhaps if we better understand
each other and realize we are neighbors we may assuage the concerns..

Kristen Risigno spoke to constitutional rights, specifically the first amendment and how intimidation can have a chilling effect.

Jim Henny said that all rights are important and to exercise his he has been fingerprinted, had a background check, and taken a safety
course.  He is concerned about rising crime and does not want to see honest people get caught up.

David Landau thanked the committee and asked them to take into consideration what permit holders have to go through to be
allowed to carry.  They are much safer.

Mr. Smith moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:20PM, Ms. Bloom  seconded.  All in favor

Respectfully Submitted,

Ryan W. Knapp
Ordinance Committee Chairman
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Vincent Lasorsa via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Wed, Jul 21, 2021 at 9:14 PM
Reply-To: Vincent Lasorsa <lavinci@gmail.com>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Wednesday, July 21, 2021 - 9:14pm 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: Vincent Lasorsa 
Your e-mail address: lavinci@gmail.com 
Subject: Protect the 2nd Amendment 
Message: Being able to bear and carry firearms is an unalienable RIGHT just like civil rights, abortion rights and gay
rights. I want my right to carry and own a firearm PROTECTED

Nate Behr via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Wed, Jul 21, 2021 at 9:27 PM
Reply-To: Nate Behr <natebehr@gmail.com>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Wednesday, July 21, 2021 - 9:27pm 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: Nate Behr 
Your e-mail address: natebehr@gmail.com 
Subject: VOTE YES TO OPEN CARRY 
Message: 
Vote YES to open carry.

Kind regards, 
Responsible Gun Owner

David Yezersky via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Wed, Jul 21, 2021 at 9:32 PM
Reply-To: David Yezersky <daveyaz07@gmail.com>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Wednesday, July 21, 2021 - 9:32pm 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: David Yezersky 
Your e-mail address: daveyaz07@gmail.com 
Subject: Open Carry Ban on Town Property 
Message: 
Hello members of the Newtown Legislative Council,

I am writing you today to speak against the ban of open carry on town property. I am a working class citizen with family
and young children. We go to many events on public and town property. My children and I do not feel intimidated by
anyone carrying a gun being on public property. We feel it is everyone's right to protect themselves in their best interest.
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While Newtown's police force serves this community quite well, they cannot be everywhere at once. Please do not fall
victim to the notion that more restrictive gun laws will eliminate a gun violence problem that doesn't exist in Newtown.
True criminals do not care about gun laws and will violate them, while allowing law abiding citizens to become victims.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Joe Harrington via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Wed, Jul 21, 2021 at 9:48 PM
Reply-To: Joe Harrington <joeyharrington1997@yahoo.com>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Wednesday, July 21, 2021 - 9:48pm 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: Joe Harrington 
Your e-mail address: joeyharrington1997@yahoo.com 
Subject: Open carry ban July 2021 
Message: Please DO NOT pass this ordinance. First of all open carry is legal in the state of Connecticut. So why is there
even a proposal on banning open carry on Newtown? Legal gun owners are not criminals! Please vote against this.
Thank you.

Tim Sykes via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Wed, Jul 21, 2021 at 10:14 PM
Reply-To: Tim Sykes <timsykes@sbcglobal.net>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Wednesday, July 21, 2021 - 10:14pm 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: Tim Sykes 
Your e-mail address: timsykes@sbcglobal.net 
Subject: Open carry ordinance 
Message: Do you really want to put the citizens hard earned tax money in jeopardy with this silly ordnance? There will be
numerous lawsuits backed by CCDL as well as the NRA. This will cost the town millions of dollars over several years.
One reason I moved from Newtown was the extremely high taxes. The second was the political atmosphere. Your streets
are safer with open and concealed carry. Remember you have Bridgeport at your heels. You are inviting bad elements
into town if they know there will be no deterrent other than police. Police cannot be everywhere. Just my opinion. Do what
you want. I will feel uncomfortable leaving my money in Newtown Savings which I did to help support a community I
loved.

Debra Sennefelder via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Thu, Jul 22, 2021 at 9:53 AM
Reply-To: Debra Sennefelder <Debrasennefelder@gmail.com>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Thursday, July 22, 2021 - 9:53am 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: Debra Sennefelder 
Your e-mail address: Debrasennefelder@gmail.com 
Subject: Legislative Council Ordinance Committee - Prohibiting open carry of firearms 
Message: 
I urge you to reject the proposed ban on legal gun owners to open carry on town property. 
This one ban may seem like not a big deal at face value, but it’s the first step of eroding legal gun owners’ rights which will
trickle down to erode the rights of every citizen. One resident commented, “I understand that people believe it’s their right
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to carry a gun & believe they need it for protection, but it’s really not necessary here in our sweet town which has a
relatively low crime rate.” 
There’s a lot to unpack in that statement. 
First, it’s not what we believe. This person fails to understand it’s our right and theirs too if they choose. If they decide not
to, so be it. They should not be deciding for me or any other legal gun owner. 
Second, our sweet town has been the location for a horrible mass murder. God bless those twenty-six innocent souls. 
Third, we are fortunate we live in a town with a low crime rate, but it doesn’t matter what the percentage is if you’re the
victim of a crime. 
This proposal would be an infringement of the 2nd Amendment. And on my right to protect myself. 
One mid-morning, I took my dog to Fairfield Hills for a training session. We were walking along the shaded path, which
was empty when a man who appeared to be under the influence of a substance approached us. Up until that moment, I’d
always felt safe walking alone in Newtown. Thankfully, I knew I had the ability to protect myself. And luckily, the man fell
over as he attempted to pet my dog. We were able to leave. 
Other quotes I’ve read supporting this ban have praised our police department; they feel safe knowing that we have a
highly trained police department. I am grateful for our local law enforcement. However, I know for a fact I did not feel safe
when it took over ten minutes for a police officer to respond to my call for help when a strange man banged on my door
and then lurked on my property one night when I was home alone. 
The ban being discussed today would only ban open carry on town property, but what about the next proposal banning
me from protecting myself in my home? It’s not unreasonable to believe that’s coming. The slippery slope is real and what
the supporters of this ban fail to realize because they are caught up in emotion. Please do not let the emotion of a few to
erode the rights of many.

Thank you.

David Rouleau via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Thu, Jul 22, 2021 at 10:21 AM
Reply-To: David Rouleau <davidrouleau369@yahoo.com>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Thursday, July 22, 2021 - 10:21am 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: David Rouleau 
Your e-mail address: davidrouleau369@yahoo.com 
Subject: NAA town ordnance proposals 
Message: 
My name is David Rouleau and I live on Paugussett rd in Sandy hook. 
I am writing to voice my concerns about the NAA's continuing efforts to create a town ordnance that would ban permit
holders our right to carry our legally owned firearms on town property. (Could that even include town roads and
sidewalks?) 
We know all too well that creating gun free zones does nothing to keep people safer. The shootings at the Sandy hook
school (a gun free zone) are an example of this. In fact, gun free zones are more likely to attract people with ill intentions
because they know nobody will be able to stop them until police arrive. If there had been a civilian permit holder at the
sandy hook school on that horrible day, the shooter would have been stopped before so many people's lives were taken.
If the shooter had known that someone was there that could have stopped him, that alone may have prevented him from
even trying to commit the atrocities that happened that day. 
The NAA is accusing people of threatening them, and members of the NAA have even openly called CCDL and NRA
members "extremists" and compared us to hate groups. These accusation's are incredibly offensive and simply not
factual. The majority of Connecticut permit holders have proven they are responsible law abiding adults. Completing the
permit application process and passing the repeated background checks if proof of this. 
If an individual does in fact "threaten" someone, firearm or no firearm, that should be addressed individually and the
police would handle the accusations accordingly. 
If someone does not feel threatened by a police officer merely carrying a firearm, there is no reason they should feel
threatened by a civilian carrying one. Connecticut permit holders are background checked every time we renew our
permit as well as each time we purchase a firearm. An entire group should not be labeled and punished because of the
actions of an individual. If someone merely see's a firearm and feels threatened, that by no means meets the definition of
actually making a threat. If that were the case, many of the signs displayed at any of the gun control events could also be
classified as threatening and banned from public areas as well. 
Please throw out this proposal and any similar proposals that attempt to punish law abiding gun owners for choosing to
exercise their constutional rights. A town ordnance of this type will make our town less safe. 
Thank you for your time and please do something to stop these repeated attacks on our constutional rights.

mailto:davidrouleau369@yahoo.com
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David Rouleau

neal berko via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Thu, Jul 22, 2021 at 11:37 AM
Reply-To: neal berko <brw328is@aol.com>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Thursday, July 22, 2021 - 11:37am 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: neal berko 
Your e-mail address: brw328is@aol.com 
Subject: Consideration of an ordinance prohibiting open carry of firearms 
Message: 
To: Ryan W. Knapp, Chairman Ordinance Committee,Legislative Council

As a long time Newtown residence, taxpayer, and CT Concealed Carry Permit holder, I take serious objection to the
council's consideration, of an ordinance prohibiting open carry of firearms on Town owned property. Simply put, the State
of CT has strict laws in place, that allow law abiding citizens, with valid concealed carry permits, to carry their firearms
either in a concealed manor, or openly exposed, providing they comply with State Laws.The overwhelming
number/percentage of permitted persons in the State of CT (more than 272,000 of our 3.6 mil state population) who
exercise their fundamental legal permitted right to carry a firearm open or concealed need not be infringed upon by a local
ordinance, whose basic premise is to subvert the rights given to us and upheld by the State of CT.

Anyone who should carry a firearm either concealed or in open view without a permit is performing an illegal act
according to State Law, therefore making that person immediately subject to arrest by local and State authorities along
with possible incarceration. This proposed ordinance does not target the law breaking individual, rather it is directed at the
vetted, background checked person, therefore infringing on their rights according to the State of CT.

The Leg. Council needs to address, and support all of the residents of the Town of Newtown (approx 28,000 people) and
not those few who are most vocal such as the NAA, or other anti-gun groups. The Leg Council must be 100% objective,
and not subjective. People such as myself vote for council members,and expect the council to represent ALL people in
our community, not the loudest few with divisive topics, but rather the vast majority of quite neighbors who in fact
subscribe to not infringing on peoples rights. According to this ordinance as I understand it, the NAA back in 2020 asked
for this ordinance to "protect the Newtown citizens" We are well protected by our police force, and by effective State laws
in place - low low violent crime in Newtown CT. Furthermore, it is completely incumbent upon all members of the Council,
to do their homework, and follow their Fiduciary responsibilities. Facts are facts, and must be acknowledged, however, we
are not entitled to our own set of facts for any side. Unfortunately our local anti gun groups utilize and follow a national
narrative with often prepare skewed facts, which pertain to their agenda. Most often they are based upon scare tactics, as
I suspect is the case for this meeting on an obtrusive ordinance completely directed at legal law abiding citizens .

I strongly suggest true fact finding -you can visit the CDC site to ascertain the real number of firearm mortality per state,
including CT.For example, according to the CDC website, CT has an approx firearm injury death rate of 3.1 per 100,000
people-this is among the lowest percentage State by State in the US. Certainly not an epidemic by any published
definition of an epidemic. Furthermore if you look at other nationally published information from the FBI, and other
Government / non government sites, you will find an extremely low single digit percentage of firearm death or injury,
committed by legal law abiding concealed carry permitted 
persons. More importantly as a reference comparison, the drug overdose rate per 100,000 in CT is 34.8, roughly more
than 10 times that from firearm injury / deaths. Why is this topic even up for a conversation? All it will do is continue
creating a divide between people on both sides of the firearm spectrum..

According to an article in the CT Post Dec 9, 2020 written by a well known journalist who is not generally a supporter of
firearms, did a documented analysis reflecting 10 years of gun death data for CT. Essentially CT gun deaths remain very
steady since the years additional State firearm laws were passed after the Sandy Hook event.In 2010 there were 216
deaths, in 2019 gun deaths dropped by 28 to 188 people (2020 / 2021 numbers are similar). Of the States firearm related
deaths, still to date, the vast majority of more than 50% are as a result of suicide not open carry of firearms. Also the vast
majority of firearm related incidents continue to occur in our cities - not Newtown CT. The journalist cites Jeremy Stein,
executive director of CT against gun violence as referencing that CT has had one of the lowest gun death rates in the
nation, in part because of the gun control laws in place for several decades.Again nothing mentioned about the ills of
open firearm carry..

mailto:brw328is@aol.com
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I can go on and site additional FACTS - not my facts but published non-biased. It is the responsibility of the legislative
council to purge fact from fiction and pass ordinances that are needed, and have substance.

In summary - I do not believe there is any need or requirement, that warrants a Newtown ordinance circumventing CT
State Law specific to open carry. Vetted, background checked concealed carry permitted State and local residents, that
follow the State Laws that work and are in place, should not be singled out or penalized as a result of self imposed fear by
some, or fear that is completely based upon false information, or simply because an individual does not like, or care for
firearms. We all have rights, values, and opinions - however, verified facts do not in any way lend support to such a
proposed ordinance for the Town of Newtown.

Respectfully, 
Neal Berko

clarence peterson via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Thu, Jul 22, 2021 at 12:14 PM
Reply-To: clarence peterson <guy.copeterson@yahoo.com>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Thursday, July 22, 2021 - 12:14pm 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: clarence peterson 
Your e-mail address: guy.copeterson@yahoo.com 
Subject: Open Carry 
Message: I am opposed to any further infringement on our 2nd amendment rights as i think the the CT statutes already in
place are sufficient. I would strongly support seeing efforts to see stronger penalties for the illegal use, illegal ownership
and conveyance and negligence. I also would not be opposed to limited open carry restrictions in, and near, public
schools only.

Jon Russo via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Thu, Jul 22, 2021 at 12:22 PM
Reply-To: Jon Russo <jonathan@jonathanrusso.com>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Thursday, July 22, 2021 - 12:22pm 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: Jon Russo 
Your e-mail address: jonathan@jonathanrusso.com 
Subject: Ordinance Committee Public Comment
Message: 
To the members of the committee,

I’m writing this message in opposition to a proposed open-carry prohibition in Newtown.

Connecticut is an open carry state, and our firearm owners go through a thorough permitting process to reclaim this right.
Restricting this further by any municipality is an overreach, there is no special consideration by which Newtown should be
excluded from this state-wide regulation.

Legal reasoning aside, open carry is utilized by a variety of people for a variety of reasons. I usually open carry when I’m
advocating at gun stores (conversation starter), at/headed to the range, or hiking/camping in the woods somewhere. But,
there are some people that simply cannot conceal because of their body type or disability. I have the privilege of being
able to conceal comfortably thanks to my lucky genetics, ability, and body type, but I have to advocate for those that were
not born with that privilege. Everyone has the right to defend themselves, and there’s no reason that should be restricted
to a way in which they are not physically able to/comfortable with. The safest way to handle firearms (or anything really) is
the way in which you are the most comfortable and confident with, for some people this is open carry. I’m not comfortable
cutting veggies with a dull knife, so why would I defend myself with a configuration that I’m not comfortable with?

mailto:guy.copeterson@yahoo.com
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Thank you for your attention, 
Jon Russo

Ross Carley via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Thu, Jul 22, 2021 at 2:14 PM
Reply-To: Ross Carley <vns1943@gmail.com>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Thursday, July 22, 2021 - 2:14pm 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: Ross Carley 
Your e-mail address: vns1943@gmail.com 
Subject: Gun ordinances 
Message: 
Please support the banning of firearms on town properties. Our town has been subjected to enough notoriety for gun
violence that we have become a focal point for gun rights advocates. I witnessed a gun rights advocate in the middle of
Fairfield Hills properties with families all around carrying an AK-47 . I feel we need to make an effort to limit that focus. 
Sincerely 
Ross Carley 
66 Currituck Rd.

RONALD POLARD via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Thu, Jul 22, 2021 at 3:46 PM
Reply-To: RONALD POLARD <RPOR@sbcglobal.net>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Thursday, July 22, 2021 - 3:46pm 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: RONALD POLARD 
Your e-mail address: RPOR@SBCGLOBAL.NET 
Subject: OPEN CARRY ORDINANCE 
Message: 
WE HAVE ENOUGH GUN LAWS!! 
EVERY GUN OWNER I KNOW IS RESPONSIBLE ENOUGH TO EXERCISE THEIR JUDGEMENT AS TO WHEN A
FIREARM SHOULD BE DISPLAYED. 
PLEASE VOTE NO TO THIS UNNECESSARY LEGISLATION. 
THAN YOU

Wayne A Covill via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Thu, Jul 22, 2021 at 4:41 PM
Reply-To: Wayne A Covill <covilw@yahoo.com>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Thursday, July 22, 2021 - 4:41pm 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: Wayne A Covill 
Your e-mail address: covilw@yahoo.com 
Subject: Proposed changes to the town's firearm ordinances 
Message: These proposed changes are a solution in search of a problem. Open carry is legal in Connecticut, but seldom
employed. I do not carry openly, but I do not want to be victimized by some hysterical resident who may glimpse my legal
firearm if my shirt or sweater should hike up. Those who do carry openly with whom I am familiar do not do so to

mailto:vns1943@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/66+Currituck+Rd?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:RPOR@SBCGLOBAL.NET
mailto:covilw@yahoo.com
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intimidate their fellow citizens. Firearms are a fact of life, even if the mere sight of them makes some people
uncomfortable. They are inanimate objects and present no more of a threat than any other potentially lethal mechanism
such as chainsaws and automobiles. If one has no evil intent, it is irrelevant whether one caries openly or concealed. If
one does have evil intent, this proposed ordinance will also be irrelevant, since such a person will not respect it. Just what
is this ordinance supposed to protect us from - "uncomfortable" feelings? Please reject these proposed changes.

Andrew Koehm via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Thu, Jul 22, 2021 at 5:36 PM
Reply-To: Andrew Koehm <apk4545@charter.net>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Thursday, July 22, 2021 - 5:36pm 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: Andrew Koehm 
Your e-mail address: apk4545@charter.net 
Subject: I am opposed to a ban on open firearm carry in Newtown. 
Message: 
Please do not recommend a ban on open firearm carry in Newtown. 
1. CT already only allows citizens with permits to carry firearms. These folks already had federal criminal background
checks. Firearm laws are regulated by the State of CT not the individual towns. There will be no crime reductions or
safety improvements from this ordinance only harassment of legal gin owners. 
2. This ordinance will cause problems for those with disabilities who may not be able to properly conceal a firearm. 
3. This ordinance would give police an excuse to stop people of color or other ethnic groups who may be carrying a cell
phone or tool case that appears to be a firearm. 
4. CT allows open carry if an individual has a permit. The proposed Newtown ordinance would violate state law and
probably cause an expensive lawsuit for the citizens of Newtown. 
5. Some not for profit anti-gun groups have offered to pay for any lawsuit against Newtown from this proposed ordinance.
The offering of money or benefits in exchange for the passage of legislation used to be called a bribe. Has this been
reported to the Newtown Ethics commission? In reality these not for profits seek to increase their donations by creating a
controversy where none exists. 
6. Please allow the State of CT to regulate the firearm laws in the State of CT. We can't have each town writing rules that
effect other towns citizens. Could the ordinance only apply to Newtown residents it might be acceptable 
Thank you for your time.

silvana apicella via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Thu, Jul 22, 2021 at 5:48 PM
Reply-To: silvana apicella <silvie126@gmail.com>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Thursday, July 22, 2021 - 5:48pm 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: silvana apicella 
Your e-mail address: silvie126@gmail.com 
Subject: Ordinance prohibiting Open Carry 
Message: 
Good Evening,
I’m writing to you because I am against this ordinance. In today’s climate, crime is up all over the state. People are being
robbed, attacked and even car jacked in broad daylight. Open carry is a deterrent. Please don’t punish a group of people
that wouldn’t think twice to step up to help if someone was in trouble. We are also an Open Carry State, passing an
ordinance like this will do nothing but hurt law abiding citizens. I know many people in Newton are gun owners, they their
pay taxes, they are law abiding. Newtown has always been an extremely patriotic town, I wouldn’t imagine this town
hindering their citizens freedoms. Please don’t infringe on their 2A right to carry or try to tell them how to carry. Thank You
for your time. -Silvana Apicella, West Haven

mailto:apk4545@charter.net
mailto:silvie126@gmail.com
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Michael A Pantano via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Thu, Jul 22, 2021 at 5:58 PM
Reply-To: Michael A Pantano <mpantano7@gmail.com>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Thursday, July 22, 2021 - 5:58pm 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: Michael A Pantano 
Your e-mail address: mpantano7@gmail.com 
Subject: Proposed Firearm Ordinance 
Message: Respectfully, I ask that you follow the science!! Gun violence data does NOT suggest that more gun laws will
reduce crime. We, the people of Newtown value our 2nd Amendment rights and wish to keep our families safe. Law-
abiding gun owners deter crime and do not contribute to gun violence like the tragedy at Sandy Hook. Thank you.

Karen Kupec via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Thu, Jul 22, 2021 at 6:15 PM
Reply-To: Karen Kupec <skyzback@gmail.com>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Thursday, July 22, 2021 - 6:15pm 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: Karen Kupec 
Your e-mail address: skyzback@gmail.com 
Subject: Opposition of Banning Open Carry of Firearms 
Message: 
Good evening committee members,

I am a concerned citizen writing to you on behalf of CT Citizen's Defense League Member, as well as a valid CT Pistol
Permit holder in Connecticut. It is unlawful of this committee to go against the federal Level of the Consitiution of the
Unisited Staes of America. I feel that even with the growing number of crimes around the United States, not just within
this town or Connecticut, it is unlawful to discriminate against those of us who do follow the federal, as well as the
judiciary laws set forth within the state of Connecticut. I feel that you should reassess your matters, and listen to the law
abiding citizens. Work with you state representatives, and other higher up members to pass more broad and strict criminal
laws that do not set forth criminals back out onto the streets to jkeep being repeat offenders. It is not your average law
abiding citizen who are often the ones found breaking any laws. mOften you find it would be those of us, who are lacking
on our second amendment rights to actually be able to even keep our own selves safe. How is this far to those of us who
follow the rules, and train daily to learn and know who to use our firearms. I ask you tonight to think of more open minded
ways to go about this unlawful act to not keep taking our given rights away. Thank you for you time, a concerned
connecticut state voter and member of the ct citizens defense league. Karen Kupec

Elizabeth Litt via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Thu, Jul 22, 2021 at 7:31 PM
Reply-To: Elizabeth Litt <betsylitt@gmail.com>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Thursday, July 22, 2021 - 7:31pm 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: Elizabeth Litt 
Your e-mail address: betsylitt@gmail.com 
Subject: Gun safety ordinance 
Message: Please recommend that firearms be banned from town property. I have been frightened by seeing people
brandishing firearms in Newtown; I don’t want others to have that experience. People who own firearms for protection in
their homes don’t need to carry them on town property. Please let the Legislative Council know that Newtown wants them
to pass this ban on firearms on town property. Thank you.

mailto:mpantano7@gmail.com
mailto:skyzback@gmail.com
mailto:betsylitt@gmail.com
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Edward Randall via Newtown CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> Thu, Jul 22, 2021 at 7:42 PM
Reply-To: Edward Randall <edwardnrandall@icloud.com>
To: rknapp <Knapp.Newtown@gmail.com>

Submitted on Thursday, July 22, 2021 - 7:42pm 
Submitted by user: Anonymous 
Submitted values are:

Your name: Edward Randall 
Your e-mail address: edwardnrandall@icloud.com 
Subject: Firearms ordinance 
Message: I am writing in support of the proposed ordinance to ban firearms on town property. If people want to keep
firearms at home for protection, or use them for hunting or at a firing range, they still don’t need to carry their firearms
onto town property to intimidate Newtown residents. Please recommend banning firearms on town property, for the safety
& well being of all Newtown residents. Thank you.

mailto:edwardnrandall@icloud.com
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Ryan Knapp <knapp.newtown@gmail.com>

Petition for your consideration 
1 message

Kelly L. Goodridge <kellyhasclass@sbcglobal.net> Thu, Jul 22, 2021 at 6:30 PM
To: juditnewtownlc@gmail.com, chrissmith.newtown@gmail.com, chriseide4newtown@gmail.com,
knapp.newtown@gmail.com, jordanabloom.newtown@gamil.com, reiss.newtown@gmail.com,
plundquist.newtown@gmail.com
Cc: "Kelly L. Goodridge" <kellyhasclass@sbcglobal.net>

Hello me—

Please find attached a grass roots petition for Newtown residents that want to preserve our current Connecticut
Constitution, town gun laws and current gun rights.  I started this petition after attending your last online meeting and discussion
on changing the town’s current gun laws with a proposed ordinance and restriction on the open carry of firearms in town.  I was
waiting until your committee met again to present this petition and will do so at this evening’s Legislative Council Ordinance
meeting.

All best wishes,
Kelly Goodridge
kellyhasclass@sbcglobal.net
203.501.9234

Newtown Gun Rights 2021.pdf 
23597K

mailto:kellyhasclass@sbcglobal.net
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ui=2&ik=4bd056c0e7&view=att&th=17ad057c96b46cfd&attid=0.1.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw


March 30,2021 - Petition to Protect the Rights of Newtown Firearm Owners

The Connecticut Constitution states, "Every citizen has a right to bear arrns
in defense of himself [or herself] and the state" (Art. I, S 15). This Connecticut
constitutional provision has not changed since it was adopted in 1818 as part
of the state's first constitution (Connectiant State Constitution: A Reference
Guide).

Current statutes allow the open carrying of firearms by legal licensed
gunowners in town buildings and on town properties. However, the Newtown
Action Alliance (NAA) is challenging the town's Legislative Council to change
our town statutes and the Connecticut Constitution to make it a violation to
carry a firearm on town property.

We need at least 3OO signatures to counter the NAA's 2O0 supporting
signatures to change the current gun laws. Please considering signing this
petition to support keeping the rights of legal gun owners to openly carry a
firearm in Newtown.
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The Connecticut Constitution states, "Every citizen has a right to bear arms
in defense of himself [or herself] and the state" (Art. I, S 15). T:his Connecticut
con-stitutional provision has not changed since it was adopied in 1818 as part
of the state's first constitution (Connecticut State Constituiion: A Reference
Guidel.

current statutes allow the open carrying of firearms by legal licensed
gunowners in town buildings and on town properties. 

- 
However, the Newtown

Action Alliance (NAA) is challenging the town'Jlegislative Council to change
our town statutes and the Connecticut Constitution to make it a violation to
carry a firearm on town property.

we need at least 300 signatures to counter the NAA,s 200 supporting
signatures to change the current gun laws. Please considerin[ signing this
petition to support keeping the rights of regal gun owners to operily 

".-rry 
.

firearm in Newtown.


