
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting  

Public Works Department, 4 Turkey Hill Road, Newtown 
Thursday, May 18, 2023 

Called to order at 7:00PM 
 

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 
COMMISSION 

 
 
Present:  Kathy Quinn, Allen Adriani, Derek Pisani, Mike Oristaglio, George Brown 
Absent:  David Stout, Damian Bednarz, Carol Walsh, Robert Bohn 
Also Present: Director of Public Works Fred Hurley 
 
Communications – Cross Roads Solutions has reached out to Newtown for business 
development which includes Sustainable Energy (att.). 
  
Public Comments – None 
 
Acceptance of Minutes – M. Oristaglio moved to approve the minutes of the April 20, 2023 
meeting.  D. Pisani seconded, all in favor.    
 
Update to Smart Power residential storage program – They held the launch meeting last 
Tuesday.  There were about 20 people that live streamed it.  It is on the town website under 
video recordings.   
 
Vote on option to skip July 20th or August 17th meeting – To be discussed in June 
 
Discuss possibility of doing and Energy Fair later this year – It was discussed to doing an 
energy fair with a neighboring town to attract more vendors.  K. Quinn will reach out to 
Sustainable Southbury.  
 
10K Grant decision – Fred reported that the grant is committed to EV charging stations at 
Edmond Town Hall.   
 
Sub-Committees  
EV Charging stations –  Edmond Town Hall has finalized the location and have proposals from 
the manufacture and the electrician.  Now they can move forward with the grant application. 
 
Energy Storage –  K. Quinn found a company that uses iron in their batteries and now lithium.  
There is concern about the hazardous waste at the end of the battery’s life with lithium.  M. 
Oristaglio will look into this.   
 
Portfolio Manager – No update 
 
Status of solar projects 



Buy All Program– All 4 applications are technically reviewed and acceptable.  The two smaller 
projects, Canopy at PD and the Municipal Building roof, are on a wait list.  The WWTP and 
Head of Meadow School are still pending.   
 
Off site 1MW VNM – Still pending.  
 
Other Solar Opportunities, Batchelder Site, Hawley School, High School Auditorium -  
Once Hawley School is done they are going to consider it for solar as well as Middle Gate 
School.  Batchelder remediation has been very slow.  F. Hurley may make a request for Public 
Works to take over the project.  There have been 2 inquires of interest for 2MW solar projects.  
An anaerobic digester is also being proposed for that property.   
 
School Updates:  
Hawley  - Waiting on the switch gear. 
 
RFP for Energy Management and Conservation Services – That is officially declined and 
will be taken off future agendas. 
 
Town Building Strategic Plan Committee – They are still working to move the data to the 
town’s server.   
 
Municipal Energy Plan – This is something that some towns have, there is a frame work for 
this.  K. Quinn questioned if this is needed for Newtown.  F. Hurley responded that from a  grant 
application stand point, it can be helpful to have this type of document on hand.   
 
Social Media – No update 
 
ADDITIONAL ITEMS TO BE ADDRESSED  
Changes to recycling/composting efforts – The Town received 2 grants, one is a solar aerated 
static pile system for food scrap and leave composting and the other is for a Unit Based Price for 
household garbage.  Each family will get 2 bags per week, if they need to get more bags they 
will be available but tracked to determine pilot programs success.   
 
Lighting at FFH – No update 
 
Next meeting is June 15, 2023 
 
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Arlene Miles, Clerk 
 


















